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Ministers launch war on drug prices 



Leaked document 
reveals Labour plan to 
force companies to cut 
the cost of medicines 


By Fran Abrams 

Correspondent 


MINISTERS are preparing to 
take on the drugs industry by in- 
troducing new checks on the 
cost of drugs to the National 
Health Service, according to a 
leaked Labour policy document. 

The report on the future of 
> the NHS also suggests a new, 
wider role for nurses which 
would allow tfaens to carry out 
tasks currently undertaken by 
doctors. 

Plans to demand proof that 
drugs are cost-effective before 
they are put on the market 
could force companies to relo- 
cate outside Britain, an indus- 
try spokesman said (ast night. 


A draft consultation paper 
approved by the Prime Minis- 
ter says that in future both the 
overall benefits and the costs of 
drug treatment must be con- 
sidered. “Drug companies will 
have to be more forthcoming 
with information on their prod- 
ucts. In the future the NHS will 
be looking for further and bel- 
ter particulars about the effec- 
tiveness of drugs and their 
cost -effective ness,” it says. 

The paper, drawn up by a 
policy commission co-chaired by 
Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for Health, says Labour 
recognises the importance of 
commercial drugs research car- 
ried out in Britain. But the sug- 
gestion that firms might have to 


jump an extra hurdle before 
they can sell their products was 
greeted with dismay by the in- 
dustry. At present, companies 
have to prove that drugs are safe 
and effective and that their 
manufacturing process has ad- 
equate quality control. 

Richard Ley, spokesman for 


the Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry, said it 
was not possible to assess costs 
property before drugs hit the 
market. “Many companies 
might be looking at whether 
their research is correctly based 
in this country ... They might 
well be starting to say to them- 


selves, Tm not sure we are nec- 
essarily based m the right place'.’’ 
. Drug trials on a few thou- 
sand people could not be used 
to gather evidence on possible 
prices for the drugs, he said. 

Between 1986 and 1996, the 
NHS drugs bill almost tripled 
from £1.6tm to £4.5bn. This was 


partly because more drugs were 
prescribed and partly because 
the average cost of a prescrip- 
tion rose from £4.21 to £8.12. 

Controversy has blown up 
over a number of expensive 
drugs which are available in 
some health authority areas 
but not in others. Beta Inter- 
feron, a treatment for multiple 
sclerosis, costs around £10,000 
per year, while Taxol (pictured 
above) -which is prescribed for 
advanced ovarian cancer - 
costs around £7,000 per year. 

A large-scale relocation by 
pharmaceutical companies 
would hit the British economy 
hard because the UK is one of 
the leading centres in fee world 
for drug research. 


The paper, which has already 
been discussed by Labour's Na- 
tional Policy Forum and which 
will be debated in at least 45 lo- 
cal policy forums around fee 
country, also asks whether nurs- 
es’ roles should be broader. 

“Restrictions on extending 
opportunities account for fee 
top three reasons why nurses 
leave the NHS. Is there too 
much rigidity between profes- 
sions, for example between 
doctors and nurses - would 
more flexibility between pro- 
fessions enhance job fulfil- 
ment?” it asks. 

The Royal College of Nurs- 
ing has already successfully 
pushed for a change in the law 
which allows nurses to employ 


doctors instead of doctors em- 
ploying nurses. Two clinics are 
already run bv nurses but em- 
ploy general practitioners to 
come in and help. 

A spokeswoman said “nurse 
practitioners" were already able 
to screen patients themselves, 
admit or discharge people and 
prescribe drug£. But this was not 
a cheap option, she said. Nurs- 
es wanted more resources as 
well as more freedom. 

A Labour Party spokes- 
woman said negotiations on 
fee cost of drugs were already 
going on as part of discussions 
through an existing forum on 
pricing. “This is really abouL how 
pharmaceutical companies and 
fee NHS can work together." 



Dying baby ignored* by midwives 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Edrtor 


THREE hospital midwives, 
who ignored signs of foetal dis- 
tress during the birth of a baby 
who later died, have been found 
guilty of professional miscon- 
duct 

Benjamin Clark died 10 days 
after birth, following a traumatic 
12-hour labour at Kingston 
hospital. Surrey. His parents, 
who were at first told the death 


was a "terrible accident” said it 
bad taken them three years to 
discover the truth. “Benjamin 
was a perfectly healthy baity un- 
til there was a problem in the 
labour," his father Andrew 
Clark said yesterday. 

“He died because of the 
professional misconduct of the 
three midwives. Since then, we 
have had three very long, hard 
and difficult years to get to 
where we are now. to find out 
what happened." 


Andrew and Michele Clark 
said they were given no infor- 
mation about their son’s death 
by the hospital until a profes- 
sional review concluded in Sep- 
tember 1996, more than a year 
later, that the “likely cause" was 
an overdose of fee drugs used 
to induce labour, which had re- 
sulted in his brain being starved 
of oxygen. 

Last week, the UK Central 
Council on Nursing and Mid- 
wifery found that midwives 


Daphne Moore and Nicole 
Collins failed to recognise signs 
of abnormal contractions dur- 
ing Ms Clark's labour and had 
ignored a heart monitor that in- 
dicated the foetus was in dis- 
tress. 

Ms Moore was also found to 
have continued to administer fee 
labour-inducing drug, syntoci- 
non, despite the signs of foetal 
distress. A third midwife, Helen 
Kiddell. was found to have 
foiled to keep adequate records. 


The three were formally cau- 
tioned by the council but allowed 
to continue working. 

A spokesman for the UKCC 
said that it was “extremely rare" 
for midwives to be found guilty 
of misconduct. Details of the de- 
cision were only disclosed yes- 
terday when the parents spoke 
about their ordeal to fee Press 
Association. 

Mr Clark, a chartered ac- 
countant, said: “We often won- 
dered if we had fee strength to 


see it through. We were offered 
no support from fee hospital, 
until far too late. No grieving 
relatives should have to wait feat 
long. The pain and suffering 
when your child dies is fee 
worst thing in the world." 

The Clarks have complained 
to the General Medical Coun- 
cil about fee consultant obste- 
trician who was responsible for 
Michelle's care, and are plan- 
ning legal action for compen- 
sation from Kingston NHS trusL 


In brief 


*Moaning Stones 

In a blatant case of Gimme Tax 
Shelter, the Rolling Stones 
complained to Parliament yes- 
terday about a plan by the 
Treasury' to close a loophole 
which will mean overseas eam- 
' ings being taxed. Page 5 

Kashoggi sued 

Adrian Kashoggi, once thought 
to be the wealthiest arms deal- 
er in the world, bounced 
cheques totalling £3. 2m during 
a £10m gambling spree. Mr 
Kashoggi, who is Dodi Fayed’s 
*.unele. is being sued for the mon- 
ey-plus interest thought to to- 
tal around £5m - by London 
Ritt Casino Limited. 

Page 3 



As Indonesia stares economic 
disaster in fee face, fee coun- 
try’s new reformist leader, BJ 
Habibie, risks falling victim to 
renewed popular fury. Page 14 


Failing heads face the sack 


By Judith Judd 

Education Ecfitor 


FAILING schools which do not 
improve wifein two years will be 
closed and the head and gov- 
ernors sacked Most wiD re-open 
under new management, fee 
Government said yesterday. 

Smmty-four schools are still 
on the failing list after two 
years and Ministers are pre- 
dicting that around 25 will have 
to close in September. The 
Government’s decision comes 
at a time when the percentage 
of schools foiled by inspectors 
is rising sharply. 

David Blunkett, fee Secre- 


tary of State for Education, 
warned feat he would use new 
powers in legislation before 
Parliament to close schools or 
to insist feat they close and re- 
open with a new head, gover- 
nors and staff. The new heads 
will decide which staff they 
wish to keep. All could be 
sacked, Mr Blunkett said. 

The 74 schools are not be- 
ing named because the new clo- 
sure policy replaces that of 
“naming and shaming'* schools 
into improvement announced 
just a year ago. Blakelaw school 
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne has al- 
ready been given a fresh start 
and Mr Blunkett announced 


yesterday that Earl Marshal 
School in Sheffield will also 
.close and reopen hi September. 

He said: “This is part of our 
original programme to ensure 
that no child is left languishing 
in a school which is failing. It is 
imperative to give them the kind 
of education which they deserve 
and which we would want for 
our children." 

Overall nearly 500 schools 
educating 140,000 children are 
at present failing. 

Chris Woodhead, fee Chief 
Inspector of Schools, blamed 
local authorities for not acting 
quickly enough to Run round 
schools: 40 per cent of - sec- 


ondary schools inspected last 
year were causing serious con- 
cern when they were first in- 
spected four years earlier. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Tbachers, said: “'Ibrealssucb as 
placing a rigid two-year guillo- 
tine on schools under special 
measures wfll drive away the 
best staff and not attract new 
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Available for parties, 
fetes and shows... at 
£1 ,500 an appearance 


NOT SINCE the heyday of 
Pinky and Perky and Miss Piggy 
have hogs been this big in show 
business. The Tamworth Two, 
who became superstars after 
their famous escape from an 
abattoir in Malmesbury, Wilt- 
shire, last January, have organ- 
ised a series of appearances for 
a national tour. 

Butch and Sundance are 
commanding £1.500 fees from 
agricultural shows across fee 
country. Their first gig will be 
later this month at the Three 
Counties Show in Malvern, 
Worcestershire,. 

They are taking their new role 
seriously. No pot bellies for 
these ginger boars. Fitness train- 
ing is afforded by a luxury sty wife 
outdoor grassy run, wallowing 
area and canopy to guard against 
sunstroke. Despite an insensi- 


tively placed bacon butty stall op- 
posite, they are thought lobe un- 
likely to break up their 
accommodation or drive a Rofls- 
Royce into fee pooL But they will 
be subject to security in case they 
try to go their own way again. 

Chief executive of fee show . 
Chris Milne, is especially pleased 
to have secured Butch and Sun- 
dance. “We’re an agricultural 
show and we shouldn’t take our- 
selves too seriously. We thought 
families would find fee Tarn- 
worths Two both amusing and 
relevant to farm life. The show 
has never had any celebrities be- 
fore apart from government 
ministers and our royal visitors.” 

The show starts on 16 June 
and fee organisers hope to 
break fee record of just over 
100.000 visitors. The Tamworth 
Tno should help to fill fee pens. 
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Selling the peace deal: no threat to disband Ulster’s police force, but anger at terrorist releases 

Blair says 
RUC will 


not be 


disbanded 



By David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 

THE Royal Ulster Constabulaty 
will not be disbanded. Tony 
Blair insisted yesterday on a vis- 
it to Belfast where he met all the 
major parties. 

As the Government pre- 
pares to announce the line-up 
of a commission, beaded by 
Chris Patten, to investigate the 
future of policing in Northern 
Ireland, the Prime Minister 
said: “If we can change the con- 
text in Northern Ireland in 
which policing takes place to 
one of peace and stability and 
progress, then hopefully we 
can get policing done in a nor- 
mal way which is what all the 
members of the RUC want, 
quite apart from the public." 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
also made efforts to assure an 
audience of RUC officere that 
their personal, political and ca- 
reer interests would not be ad- 
versely affected by the 
provisions of the Good Friday 
agreement. 

The Prime Minister's trip, his 
fourth to Belfast in five weeks, 
was like the others primarily 
concerned with maximising the 
pro-agreement vote. The issue 


of decommissioning was hig h on 
the agenda foe his talks with 
both Unionist critics and sup- 
porters of the accord. 

Mr Blair said parties would 
he judged on their commit- 
ment to exclusively democrat- 
ic and peaceful means,' adding: 
“There are a whole series of 
things including decommis- 
sioning which have to be taken 
into account," ‘ 

Unsurprisingly, the Rev Ian 
Paisley’s Democratic Union- 
ists emerged from their meet- 
ing exuding distrust and 
suspicion, saying of the Prime 
MJ mister that they intended to 
“naD his hide to the wall" on the 
decommissioning issue. 

A Paisley ally, Robert Mc- 
Cartney MP. was even ore 
scathing: “I read those pledges 
with a lawyer's eye," he said, 
“and there were more holes in 
those pledges and more es- 
cape routes than there are holes 
in a colander. This will go down 
in history along with the South 
Sea Bubble as one of the great- 
est con tricks of all time". 

The Ulster Unionist Party 
leader. David Trimble, howev- 
er, said he was satisfied Mr Blair 
was sticking to pledges he had 
made. He added: “His credi- 
bility, artd not a little of our own. 



Prince Charles getting an enthusiastic reception in East Belfast yesterday evening 


depends on him sticking clear- 
ly to the undertakings he gave, 
and I am quite sure that is his 
intention.’* 

Gerry Adams, by contrast, 
drew very different conclusions 
from his meeting with Mr Blair. 
The Sinn Fein president said: 
“He made clear, as any reading 


of the Good Friday agreement 
makes dear, that there aren't any 
preconditions and there can't be 
any preconditions. I don’t think 
anyone can fry to rewrite that 
agreement, and I don't think it 
is Mr Blair’s l intarfon to rewrite 
the agreement." - 
Meanwhile Les Rodgers, 


chairman of the Police Feder- 
ation, the police officers’ union, 
warned the government against 
proceeding too far or too fast 
in its plans to reform the RUC 
He told the Federation’s con- 
ference: “There will be no two- 
tier policing, there will be no 
pa ramili taries in our ranks and 


Photograph: Alan Lewis 


above all there will be no dis- 
bandment of this proud force." 

One officer. Constable Gor- 
don Taylor, staged a protest by 
holding up a newspaper listing 
RUC victims, railing for no pris- 
oner releases, and walking out 
before Ms Mowlam addressed 
the conference. 


Mowlam faces wrath of Ulster’s rank and file 


Recycled paper made up 
4|.4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Mo Mowlam came face to face 
yesterday with angry Royal Ul- 
ster Constabulary officers at a 
Police Federation conference in 
Ulster. Many in the RUC are 
appalled at the prospect of ear- 
ly releases for terrorists 
promised in the Good Friday 


peace agreement The confer- 
ence chairman, Les Rodgers told 
Ms Mowlam: “I have to tell you 
that now Lhe vote is over, we 
were dismayed and appalled at 
the decision and its implications. 

“Frankly I have to tell you 
that there are people in the 
Maze and Maghab£rry prisons 
who should not only not be let 
out within the next two 


years, but should never get out" 
Meanwhile, amid mounting 
concern that the Tories might fry 
to block the release of prisoners 
in the Lords, it has emerged that 
on Monday night Ms Mowlam 
met theShadow CabinetNortb- 
em Ireland sub-committee, 
chaged%MrHague. to secure 
the ao®-party consensus for the 
legislation to go ahead. 


Tory leaders were seeking as- 
surances that there should be no 
weakening of guarantees given 
by the Prime Minister about the 
linkage in the legislation between 
the release of prisoners and the 
decommissioning of weapons. 

The Shadow Northern Ire- 
land secretary, Andrew Mack- 
ay, made clear that if they were 
not satisfied with the conditions 


written into the face of the Bill 
they would seek to amend it or 
even oppose it. 

The Government, which is 
committed to getting the legis- 
lation on tothe statute book by 
the end of the month, could 
struggle fo meet its deadline if 
it was opposed by the Tories. 3 

Mr Mackav said that at the 
meeting they had presented Ms 


Mowlam a number of proposals 
for tightening up the legislation. , 
“We will wait the outcome 
but hope that she and the Prime 
Minister will feel it right to in- 
clude them in the legislation 
which will ensure its speedy pas- 
sage through the. House and sat- , 
isfy particdbriyU nkmisrvoteTS 
in the run up to the Assembly 
elections," he said. 


Man, 67, < 



with gas 
by Pc’ 


By Jason -Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A pensioner hadGS spray fired 
into hisface by a police officer 
after be stopped Itis car on dou- 
ble yellow lines to allow his dis- 
abled wife to. visit the 
hairdressers, a court heard yes- 
terday. 

The 6ft 2in officer, who is the 
first policeman to be prosecut- 
ed for cliscbargingCS spray, <aki * 
he used the disarming device be- 
cause he . feared - Kenneth 
Whitaker, 67. was going to bite 

him. In the row that followed, 

Mr Whitaker was sprayed with 
CS, pulled out of the car, hand- 
cuffed and driven off in a po- 
liee car with a flashing blue light, 
Luton Crown Court was told 

Pc Andrew Taylor, 30, dares 
causing actual bodily harm dur- 
ing the incident in May last year. 

The court heard that Mr 
Whitaker’s wife, Phyllis, 76, 
who walks with a stick, had left 
her orange disabled sticker at 
home. Mr Whitaker, who ap- 4; 
peared in court with a stick and 
suffers from arthritis and sciat- 
ica, said that he always parked 
on the double yellow line for 10- 
15 seconds to drop his wife off 
in Kempston, Bedfordshire. 

TTie retired insurance sales- 
man said that as his wife opened 
the car door, a police car with 
two officers pulled up alongside 
and one shouted at him: “You 
are causing an obstruction." 

“I told him: 'Go away you lit- 
tle man’. Then there was a 
screech of brakes. He roared 
away 15 yards up the road and ^ 
came to a screeching halL” » w 

Mr Whitaker said both the 
officers got out of the car with 
the driver Pc Taylor coming to 
his door. “The driver said ‘Get 
out of the cari. I said: ‘No. I have 
done nothing wrong’." 

He said Pc Taylor started 
shouting at him. opened his car 
door and started tugging at 
him before grabbing his car keys 
and then: “I suddenly felt an ex- 
cruciating pain iq my right eye.” 

Pc Thylor said: “The driver 
had teeth clenched and arms 
rigid. I . used lhe <C§,spray be- 
cause - 1 feltiffleaf-fo* my safe- 
ty" 

The trial continues. 
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THE CATALYTIC converter 
is the main weapon in the 
battle against smog. 

Severe air pollution caused 
by the effect of strong sunlight 
on vehicle exhaust fumes can 
be tadded effectively by the use 
of catalysts - devices fined 
into the exhaust system which 
are able to break down the 
more noxious by-products of 
burning gasoline, such as car' 
bon monoxide and various 
sulphur compounds. As more 
and more cars are equipped 
with emissioo-deaning ex- 
hausts. smog levels should drop. 

But cat-equipped cars may 
have a big disadvantage. It has 
always been accepted that a 
catalytic converter acts to re- 
duce the engine's efficiency, 
thus increasing fuel con- 
sumption and therefore in- 
creasing carbon dioxide 


emissions - allegedly one of 
the main causes of reported 
global warming. 

But a report by the Unit- 
ed States government green 
watchdog, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), has 
claimed that gases produced 
by car catalysts are 300 times 
more potent than carbon 
dioxide - the most common 
man-made “greenhouse gas". 
The offending chemical is ni- 
trous oxide, otherwise known 
as laughing gas. 

The EPA study earlier this 
year, of gases thought to cause 
global warming, concluded 
that from 1990 to 1996, pro- 
duction of nitrous oxide from 
cars in the US rose by nearly 
50 per cent The suspected 
cause is the growth in the 
number of vehicles with cat- 
alytic converters. 

Nitrous oxide now makes 
up about 7.2 per cent of the 
gases cited in global war ming, 
the EPA said. Vehicles fitted 
with catalytic converters pro- 
duced nearly half of that 
nitrous oxide. 

This just goes to show that 
using technology to solve one 
environmental problem quite 
often creates another. . 
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A mufti-millionaire spins into trouble at the Ritz while lottery fever drives a betting nation 
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s wheel of fortune: A mufti-millionaire spins into trouble at the Ritz while lottery fever drives a betting na 

-yp; The loser: Khashoggi, the bouncing 
cheques and the £IOm casino spree 


By Kate Watscm-Smyth and 
KbnSengupta 

ADNAN KHASHOGGI, once re- 
puted to be the richest man m the 
world, wrote cheques totalling £3.2m 
which bounced, during a £10m gam- 
bling spree, the High Court was told 
' yesterday. 

.The former billionaire arms 

dealer and one-time confidant of 

Middle Eastern potentates is now be- 
ing sued for the money - plus inter- 
est Thought to total around £5m - by 
London Ritz Casino Limited. 

The court heard that Mr 
Khashoggi; the brother-in-law of 
Harrods owner Mohamed AJ Fayed, 
gambled £10.1m during a nine-week 
period between the end of January 
and the start of April 1986 at the 
roulette wheel 

At first he was successful and his 
cheques were honoured but his luck 
at the tables changed and 16 cheques 
for £200,000 each, drawn on an 
account with the Swiss Banking 
Corporation of Geneva on three 
days at the end of March and on 
10 April, were refused on presen 
tatidn because of “‘insufficient 
funds”. 

- But Mr Khasho gg i claimed tha t 
the debt was legally unenforcable be- 
cause he had an agreement with the 
casinos management which effec- 
tively allowed him to continue gam- 
bling on credit - said to be illegal 
under Section 16 of the 1968 Gam- 
ing Acl 

This is the latest public airing of 
the affairs of Mr Khash oggi. Who be- 
came fabulously wealthy from com- 
paratively modest beginnings, and 
was, for a while, seldom out of the 
headlines. 

An international Mr Fbrit with lu- 
crative connections, most of his 
money was made from commissions 
paid on sales of aircraft and arms to 
the Middle East, especially Saudi 
Arabia, by Western companies. 

With wealth came all the trap- 
pings of success - homes in Europe; 
the Middle East, the United States 
and East Africa; a private DC9 jet 



The chips are down for Adnan Khashoggi (right) who faces a court battle over alleged gambling debts at the Ritz (above) 


and a yacht, named after his daugh- 
ter Nabila, which became a byword 
for ostentatious luxury. 

In 1961 he married Soraya, who 
grew up in a Leicester council house 
as Sandra Daly. When they divorced 
in 1974$he sued her husband for half 
his fortune, estimated then ai£2.4bn. 
But she did not get to continue en- 
joying the trappings of wealth and a 


few years ago was discovered living 
in a three-bedroomed house in 
Huugerford, Berkshire. 

Mr Khasbaggi's business dealings 
continued to attract controversy. 
His company, the Triad Corporation, 
faced serious difficulties and the 
grand executive toys, the jets and 
the limousines, faced being 
impounded. 


At one point the tycooD ended up 
in an American jaiL accused of 
helping Ferdinand and Imelda Mar- 
cos dispose of some of their Filipino 
loot. 

Mr Khashoggi simived his ordeal 
and. after a lean period, was once 
again in the news last year when he 
was said to be involved in a bid to 
buy into a company which con- 


trolled Italy’s motorway network. 

Yesterday at the High Court, 
Nicholas Merriman, QC. for the Ritz, 
said that between 1986 and 1990. Mr 
Khashoggi made repeated promises 
to pay back the money but claimed 
that he was having financial diffi- 
culties - he was involved in a US 
Congressional hearing over the Iran- 
gate affair and in criminal proceed- 
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mgs against himself and Imelda 
Marcos. 

In 1990 a New York jury cleared 
him of conspiring with Mrs Marcos 
to buy $360m of property' in Man- 
hattan with allegedly stolen Philip- 
pine hinds. 

“When these proceedings were 
out of the way the managing direc- 
tor of the company sent him a fax in 


July 1990 saying ‘now can you turn 
your attention to paying this debt* 
and he did not and proceedings start- 
ed the following year," said Mr 
Merriman. 

Mr Khashoggi, who was once es- 
timated to be worth £2.4bn, gambled 
at the Ritz Casino on 13 occasions, 
the court heard. 

“All prior cheques were hon- 
oured," he said. “During this peri- 
od Mr Khashoggi was initially 
successful and it was only in later 
stages IhaL he lost and those are the 
cheques that were drawn to meet the 
gambling that was unsuccessful." 
be added. 

“On 10 April 1986 Mr Khashog- 
gi bought chips worth £1.2m. He re- 
couped most of it. 

“The chips in his hand resulted 
in us sending a cheque for £900,000 
to his bank and £100.000 in a cheque 
which he then cashed. His cheque 
lo the casino for £1.2m was dishon- 
oured." 

But Mr Khashoggi 's defence was 
that he had an understanding with 
unnamed casino managers that his 
cheques would not be met on pre- 
sentation because he was awaiting 
funds due to him in the aftermath of 
the Irangate affair. 

The cheques were therefore a 
“sham" and non negotiable because 
he was being allowed to gamble 
unlawfully on credit. 

Mr Merriman said that after that 
lime Mr Kashoggj stopped gambling 
at the Ritz Casino. 

“But he continued gam ing sub- 
stantially at AspinaiJ’s and Maxim’s 
and indeed on 28 March, the day 
when he came to the Ritz and drew 
cheques for £600,000 which he lost, 
on that same day he went to Max- 
im's and drew cheques in favour of 
that casino for £300.000 which, as far 
as we know, he paid. 

“Subsequently he gambled in 
November 19So, also at Maxim's, 
where he seemed to lose nearly 
£3m which he seems to have paid." 
Mr Merriman said. 

“We do not know why we were 
not paid.” 


The wagers: Betting 
on a brighter future 
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i By Kim Sengupta and 
Sally Woodford 

TO THE Victorians it was the 
“ brother of iniquity, and the fa- 
ther of mischief”, but in Britain 
today gambling is a booming 
and guilt-free business. 

As social mores have 
changed, so has the stereotype 
of the ordinary gambler. No 
longer is it a loner in the doth 
• cap and a rolled-up fag wasting 
bis afternoons in the bookies. 
Nowadays, families watch the 
National’ Lottery draw together 
on television, couples fly off for 
casino breaks to Las Vegas, and 
it is possible to play on an In- 
ternet casino. Politics too has be- 
come lucrative for bookmakers, 
with record numbers putting a 
wager on the last election. 

Sport continues to draw the 
vast -bulk of the wagers. But it 
is not just racing. There has 
been a huge upsurge of belting 
on football, and the coming 
World Cup in France wilL say 
the bookmakers, be the biggest 


ever gambling event in history, 
taking in an estimated £J00m. 

Football’s rise in the betting 
stakes began with matches be- 
coming accessible to viewers 
through satellite television. It 
got a further fillip when young 
midcfle-class professional males 
with larger disposable incomes 
began to embrace the game. 

Other sports like golf and 
tennis are also attracting the 
punters, although they have 
yet to attain the popularity of 
football. Graham Sharpe, of 
bookmakers William Hffl, said: 
“Football has been the great 
success story ... and many of 
those betting do not think of 
themselves as regular gamblers, 
but as pitting their wits and 
knowledge against the bookies. 
It is also a sign that gambling is 
rapidly losing its stigma.” 

One person who had found 
football betting eminently ac- 
ceptable is Adrian Fitzpatrick, 
who owns a florists' business in 
Birmingham. In the last World 
Cup he took £395,000 from 


William Hill on a betting pat- 
tern Much hinged on Brazil lift- 
ing the trophy. 

This time the boys from 
Brazil can get 44-y ear-old Mr 
Fitzpatrick £544, 500 by winning 
the Cup. This is the second part 
of a two-strand £18.000 bet, the 
first part of which. Arsenal 
winning the premiership, has al- 
ready been achieved. 

Mr Fitzpatrick said: “I would 
certainly never think of myself 
as a traditional punter. I hare 
an interest in football and this 
is a fun t h i n g to do.” 

The established casinos in 
London have not, in fact, ben- 
efited significantly from the 
gambling boom. The number of 
customers has risen in three 
years from 11 million to 113 
million. One problem appears 
to be that prospective gam- 
blers have to become members. 
No such constraints apply in 
Nevada. Flights to Las Vegas 
are normally fuIL One of the air- 
lines, Unijet, says they have 
been fully booked for the three 




The winners: £1 .5m 
a week for Camelot 


By janine Gibson 
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People queuing Co join in the National Lottery, which has 
sold £17 jbn in tickets since 1994 Photograph: David Rose 


years the route has been oper- 
ating. 

The National Lottery is seen 
as one of the main underlying 
factors behind the change in 
public perception of gambling. 
Since its launch In November 
1994 it has sold £173bn in tick- 
ets, The lottery game rakes in 
on average £90m a week even 
without scratchcard sales. Paul 
Davis, a Surrey University psy- 
chologist who works with the 
Pathfinder Addiction Service, 


said: “People now see [gambling] 
as another aspect of life.” 

But the potential problem has 
led the industry to bock Gam- 
Care. which has been set up to 
study the social impact of gamb- 
ling, and to help problem 
gamblers. Its director, Paul Bell- 
ringer, said: “We axe not anti- 
gambling. But it is a rapidly 
growing phenomenon, and we 
want to encourage people to be 
in control of gambling, instead of 
gambling controlling them.” 


CAMELOT, the National Lot- 
tery organisers, made more than 
£1.5m a week last year, despite 
falling scratchcard sales and 
the “disappointing" launch of 
the TV Dreams television game. 

Announcing its annual re- 
sults yesterday, the group re- 
peated its claim to be “the 
world's most efficient lottery op- 
erator" as it tried to defuse crit- 
icism of further pay rises to its 
executive directors and a £JQm 
increase in pre-tax profits. 

Last year, directors received 
40 per cent pay rises after low- 
er contributions to good caus- 
es, falling ticket sales and 
decreased profits. This year, the 
operator trumpeted a record 
“jackpot” for good causes and 
directors received a pay in- 
crease of, on average, 1 per cent. 

It was not all good news for 
Camelot. however. Although 
ticket sales hit an all-time high 
of £52>bn, largely due to the suc- 
cess of the midweek draw, the 


public is less enamoured of the 
scratchcards with sales of Na- 
tional Lottery Instants falling by 
more than £75m. 

A further blow catne from 
the launch of the TV Dreams 
game in February. The tickets 
for the game are tied in to the 
BBC’s troubled Saturday night 
show The National Lottery Big 
Ticket which has been criticised 
as being both over-commercial 
and of poor quality. Camelot ad- 
mitted yesterday that the £20m 
sales have been “disappointing”. 

Camelot finance director Pe- 
ter Murphy blamed the rules of 
the TV Dreams game, which will 
end next month. He explained: 
“The game is probably more 
complex than it needs to be. We 
are doing research into why it 
hasn't been as successful as we 
expected." He said Camelot 
would also try to increase sales 
of the Instants scratchcards. 

Camelot emphasised it paid 
out £1.6bn to good causes and 
£708m co the Government in the 
year ending 31 March 1998. Jus- 


tifying profits of £S0.9m before 
tax, Camelot said these still 
represented less than lp in 
every pound spent on the lottery. 

Mr Murphy said high re- 
wards are justified: “There are 
noi many businesses where you 
can say the UK is the world 
leader.” The directors’ bonuses 
wfll be significantly lower next 
year, be added, when the three- 
year incentive plan ends. Instead, 
staff will receive a loyalty bonus, 
based on the length of the notice 
period in their contracts, to stay 
on until the end of Camelot's 
licence to run the lottery - in 
September 2001. 

Mr Murphy was confident 
that yesterday's results put the 
group on track to have its li- 
cence renewed. 

“Jf the key is maximising the 
returns to the good causes, then 
we will stand on our track 
record. The Government has to 
decide whether it is more im- 
portant to have a non-profit- 
making operator, or to maximise 
returns to the good causes." 
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By Glenda Cooper 

GcxisumerAfers Oyrgspondent 

HEAVY advertising of alcohd 
- particularly alcopops- and 
cigarettes may be encouraging 
young people to take Illegal 
drugs according to a report 
published yesterday. 

If young people are to avoid 
taking illicit drugs, the way we 
treat alcohol and tobacco must 
be seen as part of foe whole con- 
text, says the Advisoty Council 
on the Misuse of Drags - 
adding that “alcohol is as nracb 
a dance drug as ecstasy or am- 
phetamines”. 

The council said it was hard 

Builder Barbara Jones (left), pictured reroofing a house in Horton in Ribblesdale, North Yorkshire, set up the all-female construction company to prove finks i between one type 

Amazon Nails nine years ago and yesterday won a Queen Elizabeth Scholarship for crafts and training Photograph: Asadour GuzeUan of psycboactive substance and 

another. “But our conclusion is 


How do you 
get twoMDs ; 

aCEOand 
an FD together 

mPDQ? 








When you’re trying to arrange a meeting, diaries can be a nightmare 
to co-ordinate. And it’s even more difficult when a meeting’s required 
at short notice. 

That’s when you need to call a new kind of meeting. A BT Conference 
Call. It lets a group of people get together over the phone so no-one 
has to leave their office. 

r AJl they need is a phone and they can meet 
ASAP. As a first time user you can try a BT 
Conference Call free for up to one hour.* 

Please call us now on Freefone 0800 800 004 
for your free trial Which will be OK by your FD. 




Why not change the way we work? 


Tty a free BT Conference Call Freefone 0800 800 004 


and quote 4AIXD 


This otter applies to new customers only, The cst is a Freefone 0800 dtewn attended Conference Cefl for up to 6 people in lha UK. it must be booked and taken between! March 199S and 3! July 1595 



that if society intends to provide 
young people with an environ- 
ment which helps them not to 
tab- fflkit drags — or to reduce 
the harms which they do, the di- 
mate of awareness and beliefs 
on alcohol and tobacco must be 
seen as part of the context” 

It focuses on the controver- 
sial -alcoholic soft drinks which 
have been criticised for tbeir ad- 
vertising in the past “Young 
people live in a society which 
heavily advertises alcohol and 
tobacco." says the report “The 
advertising of alcopops has on 
occasion seemingly been tar- 
geted at young people and has 
at rimM veered towards en- 
couragement of drunkenness." 

For marry, illegal and legal 
drugs are part of tbe same 
world rather than being seen as 
separate, and the report notes 
that studies have shown that 
those who drink and smoke are 
more likely to try illegal drugs. 

Mack Bennett, a spokesman 
for Alcohol Concern, said one 
of the great misunderstandings 
in society was that alcohol was 
not realty a drug. “We totally 
agree with this report,” he said. 
“Under-age drinkers buying al- 
cohol are all part of a risk-tak- 
ing culture, which includes 
taking illegal drugs. 1 think we 
need to carry out more re- 


search into whether sncftjag' 
cigarettes and drinking alcohol 
can lead to harder drugs, but f 
think it is dear.thgt there isa 
cultural link.” 

Tbe report aJsowamedanif^ 


to stop young people going to 
raves, dubs and festivals be- 
cause drugs may be available " 
there. Bather they should realise 
that music and dance culture 
should be engaged rather than . 
“deplored” and the places pop- 
ular with young people-should 
be used for drug prevention. ~ 
In a wide-ranging review, 

the coudcD says drug misuse can- 
not be tackled without linked 


and crime prevention measures. 

“We conclude that Brkain in the 
1980s seems to have bear in an 
unhappy sense recapitula ting 
tbe American experience and 
discovering that when heroin is 
widely available and _ depriva- 
tion exists, tbe two factors are 
likely to make a connection." _ 
It suggests involving tire 
whole community in both dis- 
couraging drug abuse and help- 
ing users. Local authorities and 
drug users should abo form a 
“social contract" under which 
anti-social behaviour such as 
dumping used syringes would be 
unacceptable. 


Police surgeon on 
cell-death charge 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A POLIOS surgeon was yes- 
terday charged with manslaugh- 
ter following the death of a 
22-year-old man he attended in 
a police celL It is believed to be 
the first case of its kind. 

Dr Sharwan Kumar Mehra. 
67, is charged in connection with 
the death of Craig Vose, who 
was found dead at Pilgrim Street 
police station in Newcastle upon 
Tyne from a suspected overdose 
of the heroin substitute 
methadone and sleeping tablets 
in March last year. He had 
been arrested the previous day 
on suspicion of shoplifting. 

It is understood that a pre- 
scription was made out for Mr 
Vose following an examination 
in his cell. A police spokesman 
said Dr Mehra of Pbnteland, 
Northumberland, had attended 


Mr Vose fora “medical matte r". 
Dr Mehra was suspended from 
the Police Surgeon Scheme in 
May last year in connection with 
tbe death. He was one of a num- 
ber of doctors contracted to 
Northumbria Police to treat 
people who were considered ill 
in custody. 

Hie General Medical Coun- 
cil has been informed of the po- 
lice inquiry and manslaugh ter 
charge, but Dr Mehra --who has 
a GP surgery in Newcastle - has 
not been suspended from prac- 
tising. He is due to appear be- 
fore magistrates on 13 July. 

Northumbria police's disci- 
plinary department, carried out 
an investigation, overseen by the 
independent Police Complaints 
Authority, and a file of evidence 
was passed to the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service. An inquest 
into Mr Vase’s death has been 
opened and adjourned. 


IN BRIEF 


Army chaplain cleared 

AN ARMY chaplain was yesterday cleared of groping, kiss- 
ing and fondling a soldier’s wife after telling a court martial 
that the allegations were nothing more than lies made up by 
a “woman scorned” 

In the first court martial to involve an Army chaplain, self- 
confessed flirt Captain Richard Landall was cleared of four 
counts of indecently assaulting the woman, known only as Mrs 
X. After the hearing at Aldershot, Hampshire, Capt Landall 
said: “I thank God that justice has been done. I have prayed 
throughout this case that the Lrutb would come out.” 

Toll road disclosure 

SIGNIFICANT parts of the secret agreement to build 
Britain's first private toll road should be revealed to the le- 1 
gal team acting for residents who oppose the scheme, a judge 
ruled yesterday. The Department of the Environment and con- 
tractors Midland Expressway have been given 14 days to ap- 
peal or hand over the documents on the building of the 
Birmingham Northern Relief Road. 

Bid for Moore’s medals 

THE Football Association and National Football Museum are 
drawing up a joint Lottery bid to keep Bobby Moore’s World 
Cup medals in Britain. 

They are hoping to buy the former England and West Ham 
captain's collection of medals and capsfrom his estranged wife 
Tina, who has announced they would be put up for sale. 

School break cutback 

SCHOOLS are cutting back on break times - and harming their 
pupils’ social skills, says a study published today. A survey car- 
ried out by London University found that schools were cutting 
lunch boura and abolishing afternoon breaks either to increase 
the amount of time spent teaching or to reduce bad behaviour. 


Sock fetishists pulled up 

SADO- MASOCHISTS Steven Bain, 27, and Steven Gawthrop, 
31, both of Southport, Merseyside, were jailed for 18 months 
at Liverpool Crown Court after admitting paying young men 
to beat them with belts in a flat littered witb 10,000 socks. 
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fa plan appeal as Spanish court finds bar owner guilty of orderin g hitmen to beat her partner to death_ 

woman 




27 years for 
killing 


'.A BRITISH, businesswoman 
wtf jafled for 27 years yester- 
day for hiring two hitmen to 
kflj’fer partner in Ttnerife, the 
Foreign : Office confirmed 
- JacEiH?: - Ambler, 33, 
from near Don- 
..^aster. South Yorkshire, was 

sentenced along with the two 
tnen she hired to cany out the 
jdliingin the bar she ran with 
the victim Michael O'Hara, 
39, from Wakefield. 

The bouncers Stanley 
Stewart, 31, from Gackman- 
oanshire, and Gary Holmes, 
31, from Xittletaampton. West 
Si^sex. were each sentenced to 
29 years' imprisonment - the 
‘ mcrstr severe sentences 
reported to have been hand- 
ed down to Britons in post- 
Franco Spain. 

■ Ambler denied plotting the 
killing with the two men or 
promising to pay them 
hit money during the trial 
at Santa Cruz Provincial 
Court. 

Mr O’Hara was beaten to 
death at the couple's British- 
style pub in Los Christian os in 
1995. 

Ambler’s father, John Am- 
bler, 61. said the family was 
devastated by the news. 

-We were all expecting her 

io be freed, so we hadn’t made 

Gf any contingency plans for this 
type of verdict. ‘"Jackie’s in a 

c h sr c ' ' erribie slate and 1 wiil be ,ry " 



Hitmen Gary Holmes, 
above, and Stanley 
Stewart, below, were each 
jailed for 29 years 



geon 


ing to organise a flight out 
there as soon as I can," said 
Mr Ambler, of Rossington, 
near Doncaster. 

The family are now plan- 


ning to contact their MP, Car- 
oline Flint, and the pressure 
group Fair Trials Abroad in 
an attempt to get the verdict 
overturned. 

“We can't understand how 
she could have been convict- 
ed. None of the prosecution’s 
seven witnesses turned up 
and it just doesn’t seem real," 
he said. 

Stewart’s mother Helen, 
59, wept when she learned of 
the sentence. 

Mrs Stewart, from Tulli- 
body, Clackmannanshire, who 
last spoke to her son by phone 
over a week ago, said: “I don’t 
know where to turn." 

She added: “There is a 
chance of an appeal but I 
can’t go over there in case he 
loses that. I couldn’t face leav- 
ing him in jail." 

She continued: “It’s such a 
shock- He told me not to wor- 
ry and everything would sort 
itself out. 

“The whole family will be 
devastated as we were ex- 
pecting him to come home," 
she added. 

“I would like to see him 
freed and returned home like 
the British nurses from Saudi 
Arabia last week, but 1 can’t 
afford to pay." 

Mrs Stewart and her eight 
other children were unable to 
make it to the Spanish island 
for the trial. 



Jackie Ambler Family wera expecting her to be freed and are panning to fly out to Tenerife 


Railways 

facing 

strike 

chaos 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

THE threat of widespread dis- 
ruption this summer to the rail 
network and London Under- 
ground will move a step near- 
er today when union leaders are 
expected to announce further 
votes for strike action. 

More than 2^00 employees 
at five companies which conduct 
maintenance work on the old 
British Rail system are under- 
stood to have voted for action 
in common with seven out of 
eight other firms where results 
have been declared. 

The new votes for stoppages 
could mean delays and cancel- 
lations through most of the 
network. A national delegates' 
meeting on Saturday will advise 
the leadership of the RMT 
transport union on the timing 
and nature of action. 

The first strike could take 
place on 16 June, although 
some companies have agreed to 
talks on pay and conditions, the 
issue at the heart of the dispute. 

Leaders of the RMT predict 
an “overwhelming" vote for 
action by their 7,000 members 
at London Underground. 

Tube staff are concerned 
that their terms and conditions 
will be undermined as part of 
the Deputy Prime Minister's 
plan partly to privatise the sys- 
tem. An RMT official said em- 
ployees believed the scheme 
would result in “longer hours, 
lower earnings and fewer staff 
just as they have elsewhere". 

The first action could lake 
place on 1 1 June. 


Stones roll into row 
over tax loopholes 


y Paul McCann 

,*:■ E=*rr 


a > 

T . i 




s A blatant case of Gimme Thx 
heller, the Rolling Stones 
implained to Parliament yes- 
rday about a plan by the 
•easurv to dose a loophole 
hich will mean overseas earn- 
p being taxed. 

It would seem that life on the 
iad is no longer groupies, 
ashed hotel rooms and rioting 
ns for the Stones any more, 
stead the fifty-something tnil- 
maires live a kind of Tax 
rile on Main Street where ac- 
raulants work out the band s 
^reign Earnings Deduction 
: ED). 

New one of those advisers 
is written to the Commons B- 
ince BQ1 Committee, which is 
i aside ring Gordon Brown s 
jdget and a measure mat 
3 uld end the deduction. Tins 
lows all Britons w>rking 
i road to avoid paying tax 
rile out of the country. 

The Rolling Stones’ tax ad- 
<r. Joyce Smyth, and the 



Mick jaggen Stones hawe 
complained over tax plans 


Conservative Party, which re- 
leased the letter, claimed that 
the real victims of the pro- 
posed change would be the 
stage hands, hairdressers and 
electricians who accompany 
bands on tour. 

In fact the big losers wih be 

the Stones band-members 
themselves. Their multi-mfl- 
lion-pound fees for lie™* 1 
tour will be hit because the Gov- 


eramem plans to back-date the | 

measure to Budget day - 1 • i 

March. . 

The plan was being dis- 
cussed by the Finance Com- 
mittee yesterday, but Ms Smyth, 
disclosed that she has been 
writing to the Government for 
some months on the subject and 
that band-members have made 
representations to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Ms Smyth wrote: “My diems 
fully understand that it is the 
Government’s policy to intro- 
duce anti-avoidance measures 
and to dose tax ‘loopholes’. 

“What we consider deeply 
unjust, however, is the retro- 
spective nature of this particu- 
lar change-" 

The Conservative Party 
quite wisely claimed that the 
ch ange s would also affect char- 
ity aid workers on overseas 
postings and named Save the 
Children as concerned about 
the changes. The party realised 
that, all in all there probably 
isn’t that much Sympathy for the 
Rich Devils. 
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luxurious than a floor or sofa any 

delivery to your door. 
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How to order: 


Forget about traffic wardens and yellow 
lines; on a bus. the only ticket you'll ever 
receive is the one you pay for 
when you get on. 

And because you can 
get on and off at any bus 
stop, you’ll never have to 
worry about parking. 

In fact, all you ever pay is 
your fare, and that means no 
extra tax, insurance or petrol costs. 

That’s why the bus remains one of 
the cheapest ways to travel: in many 
cases allowing you to go for miles, for 

just a few pence. 

Even if you haven't used 

the bus for years, you could 
be in for a really pleasant 
surprise when you decide 
to come aboard today. 
Our modem buses 
are stylish, clean 
j and even more 
convenient than 
ever before. 
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Many towns and cities now have 
dedicated bus lanes or new priority 
systems, allowing our buses to 
cut through congestion 
and travel past the 
traffic jams. 

You’ll be doing 
your bit for the 
environment too. A bus 
filled with passengers is much easier on 
the environment than other 
forms of motor transport. 

All our new buses boast 
lower noise levels and 
low emission engines, fully 
complying with the toughest 
pollution restrictions - 
Euro II. And we’re even 
pioneering gas buses that 
are practically pollution free. 

So, you’ll see that we’ve come a long 
way in allowing people to keep using the 
bus, without abusing the environment. 

But that’s not the only progress that 
we’ve made for our customers. 
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We’ve taken a giant leap forward 
by cutting out the giant leap onto the bus. 

For busy mums, that means gening 
on the bus with a buggy or pram is now 
child’s play. And our elderly or disabled 
passengers can come aboard with ease. 

Low-floor buses are now becoming 
increasingly widespread, allowing quick 
and easy access for everyone. 

And we’re not stopping there. In 
fact, we hope to eventually replace all 
our buses with these new 
‘kneeling’ models. 

You see. as a company, 
we’re completely committed 
to the idea that public transport 
ought to be available to 
everyone. Whether or not you 
have your own wheels. 

After all, what use is public transport 
if only part of the public can use it? 
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BA wins race for high-speed tunnel rail linj|g> 



Final route of Channel Tunnel Rail Link 


Bob Ayling^ consortium put up the winning proposals 



Richard Branson’s projections were seen as less i 


ByRandeep Ramesh 
and Colin Brown 

EUROSTAJR is to be handed 
over to a consortium headed by 
British Airways and National 
Express -beating off arch- rivals 
Virgin in the race to run the 
high-speed train service. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, is to meet Lon- 
don and Continental Railways 
(LCR), the troubled project’s 
sponsor, today to confirm the 
details before making a state- 
ment to MPs. 

He is expected to promise 
that the 68-mile link will be 


built to St Phncras in central Lon- 
don, but the Government could 
not “guarantee” H. The £5bn line 
is not expected to be completed 
untD 2008 - five years later than 
its original start date. 

Britain has bad to watch en- 
viously as its Eurostar part- 
ners, France and Belgium, have 
had trains running at IS6mph 
following the completion of 
their high-speed links. 

Mr Prescott has found an- 
other £700m to rescue the pro- 
ject after the link foundered 
when LCR’s original manage- 
ment could not meet their pas- 
senger targets and saw ticket 


sales dry up. In January, the 
then m a na ge m ent went back to 
Mr Prescott and asked for an ex- 
tra £l_2bn to save the line - a 
request which he rejected. 

The decision by the Gov- 
ernment marks a rare victory for 
Bob Ayting, chief executive of 
British Airways, over Richard 
Branson - whose winning ways 
ion the battles between, the ri- 
val airlines has infuriated BA. 

Under the ambitious 
scheme, Rail track - the owner 
of nation’s rail network - wQl 
build the first stage of the link 
which will join the Channel 
Tunnel to Ebbsfieet in north 


Kent. Until the second stage is 
completed, trains will continue 
to go into Vfeterloo, but will run 
relatively slowly through the 
suburbs of south London. Com- 
pleting this section wiU, howev- 
er, lop IS minutes of the current 
trip from London to Paris. Rail- 
track wiU pay for this first leg out 
of its own pocket - a mere £lbn 
- and recoup the cost through 
charges to Eurostar. 

Ministers say that Eurostar 
is key to generating the bumper 
sales to fund die construction 
of the second phase. It was 
thought that the consortium 
headed by BA and National Ex- 


press offered more “realistic’’ 
projections than Virgin’s {dans. 

The next stage of the Chan- 
nel Tunn el Rail I .ink - which 
will carry trains at high speed 
north to St Pan eras via a new 
international station at Strat- 
ford in east London with con- 
nections to the north of 
England - is a riskier proposi- 
tion. Although Mr Prescott is 
prepared to stump np an extra 
£70Qm cash - on top of the 
Xl.Sbn on offer-no firm com- 
mitment has been extracted 
from the private sector. 

Railtiack has an option to 
build the later, more expensive 


sections of the line but does 
not want to commit itself to the 
entire £5bn project with no 
dear idea of bow wefi Eurostar 
is doing. 

Hie strategy angered or- 
ganisations lobbying for the 
whole route to be buHL Richard 
Arthur, deputy chairman of 
one of the campaigning groups. 
East 'Backs, said that more 
than 100,000 jobs depended 
on the whole link being built 
“We have beard the rumours 
and would want to see the de- 
tails of the proposals to make 
sure they are in line with the 
Channel Tunnel Act,” he said. 


Ministers were keen that af- 
ter a start and demands 
for more taxpayers’ money to 
complete the link, there should 
be no further hitches in the 
prestige plan to bu3d a new fast 

service from the Channel Tnn- 

nei across the River Thames to 
Si Pancras. 

Mr Prescott supported LCR 
in going for a bigger consortium 
with more experience. Sources 
said that ministers were aware of 
the rivalry between BA and Mr 
Branson’s airline. However, they 
stressed that BA was a minority 
shareholder in the consortium 
which indudes the French rail- 


way company, ^ 
Belgium national SNGft 

BA’s plan also invofvesthe 
new Heathrow Fast Thtm scr- 
vice which became fidly^er- 
ational this week-^frtan 


that this track could be ot- 
tended to meet mterll^nal 
trains at St Pancxas. 

Experts say that 
with another innovative < 

- Airtrack, which links the 
wealthy commuter ;belt to the 
west of London to Heathrow- 
BAs proposals would make the 
international airport a major 
transport hub. 


If you want more 
PC power 
for your 



...you'll need to choose your computer 
carefully. Like one of these advanced 

Advent PCs that combine 
the latest technology with 
the lowest prices. What's 
more, you'll get the know-how 
and technical backup of 
PC World, Britain's leading 
computer specialist. 

The staff at PC World are there to 
listen and help you find the right PC. 

They'll talk to you in plain English so you 
really understand how the Advents' most 
advanced features work. There's plenty of 
after-sales help too. PC World can install 
and start up your computer in your home 
or office. And answer questions 24 hours 
a day via our Helpline. More power, more 
service for your pound at PC World. 
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Intel Pentium II Processor 266MHz 
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Intel Pentium M Processor 333MHz 
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• 64Mb SDRAM* 51 2k Cache Memory 

• 8.6Gb UDMA HDD • 1 5" Digital Monitor 

• 32 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel 440 LX Chipset • 50W Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56Kbps Modem with speakerphone capability 

• MS Windows 95plus Lotus SmartSurte, Incoming 3D, 
Compton’s Encyclopedia and more 

• FREE Lexmark Cokxlet 1000 Printer 
FREE 12 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE 
MOOEL: 8510. 

WAS INC VAT £1408.83. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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• Desktop case • 32Mb SDRAM • 3.2Gb UDMA HDD 

• 32 x Panasonic CD-ROM • 50W Speakers 

• 15" Digital Monitor • Intel 440 LX Chipset 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56Kbps Modem with speakerphone capability 


• MS Windows 95plus Lotus SmartSurte 

• FREE Lexmark CotorJet 1000 Printer 

FREE 12 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE 

MODEL 8260. WAS INC. VAT £997.58, 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION. 
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Channel faces 

‘millennium 
bug’ disaster 


By Terry MacaJister 


THE ENGLISH Channel, the 
busiest waterway in the world, 
could become an accident 
blackspot because the shipping 
industry has not woken up to the 
“mille nnium bug”. 

Lloyd's Register of Ship- 
ping warned last night that 
there was a “potentially very 
serious problem” because 
equipment might fail on 1 Jan- 
uary 2000. And union leaders 
said they feared the worst 
because the industry had a 
history of only reacting after a 
tragedy. 

Hm Jones, chief executive of 
Lloyd’s Register, said: “The 
shipping industry is making a 
late start ... There could be 
problems with embedded chips 
in navigational propulsion and 
safety equipment like fire de- 
tectors and alarms.” 

Mark Holfbrd. an executive 
with Thomas Miller insurers, 
said: “Ships do not fall out of 
the sky like aeroplanes. But they 
may grind to a halt so the 
likelihood of an accident cer- 
tainly exists.” 

Lloyd's and Thomas Miller, 
which runs UK P & I Club 
insurance mutual, have devel- 
oped an Internet web site to fry 
to alert both equipment 
suppliers and ship-owners of the 
need to check all their systems. 

United States companies 
are very aware of the problem 
and United Kingdom compa- 
nies “quite aware”, but Mr Hol- 
ford said Asian ship owners 
needed to increase their knowl- 


edge at 9 time when the freight 
market for dry cargo vessels had 
plummeted, leaving many 
companies with serious finan- 
cial difficulties. Mr Holford 
said upgrading systems could 
cost up to $20,000 (£12^00) per 
ship. 

Mark Dickinson, assistant 
general secretary .gf .the In- 
ternational Transport Worker? 
Federation, said: "It took the 
Titanic sinking for the industry 
to wake up to the fact that it 
should have enough lifeboats on 
board: I hope we are not going 
to be in the same position with 
the millennium bug” 

Allan Graveson, national 
secretary of the British officers 
union. Numast, said: “There are 
good ship-owners and bad ship- 
owners. The good ones wifi be 
proactive and sort out their 
systems, but the bad ones will 
ignore everything until a disas- 
ter occurs.” 

The industry has man y blue- 
chip operators like P&O but 
also hundreds of small, pri- 
vately owned operators with 
small cadi flows and dubious 
reputations. 

Out of (he hundreds of ships 
that pass through the English 
Channel every week, many are 
owned by small companies 
which could be unaware of the 
need, or unwilling, to upgrade 
their vessels. 

Ships generally have manual 
back-up systems but inspec- 
tions by government officials 
from Pdrt State Control often 
reveal that such equipment is 
not always kept up to standard. 


Surgeon weeps at 
hepatitis hearing 


A SURGEON infected with 
Hepatitis B who fatally infect- 
ed a patient when he acciden- 
tally cut himself with a scalpel 
during an operation, yesterday 
broke down as he faced allega- 
tions of serious professional 
misconduct. 

Sanjay Ingley was giving ev- 
idence to the General Medical 
Council about the death of 
Blodwyn Jenkins, 83, who died 
four months after he carried out 
her hip replacement operation 
in July last year. 

Mr Ingley, 32, is accused of 
carrying on with the operation 
despite the fact that his wound 
was still bleeding. He is also 
charged with failing to fill in an 
accident form to tell the Ysby- 
ly Gwynedd hospital, Bangor, 
north Stales, about what had 
happened. 

The surgeon found out that 
he had Hepatitis B only when 
he arrived in Britain from In- 


dia in 1994. Tests revealed he 
was a low-risk carrier and he was 
allowed to continue operating. 

On 13 July he carried out a 
hip replacement operation on 
Mrs Jenkins. At the b eginning 
of the operation, he cut his in- 
dex finger of his left hand on a 
scalpeL “I thought saw that I had 
pricked myself on my finger and 
there was some blood,” he said. 

A nurse gave him antiseptic 
to dean it and he put on a plas- 
ter before replacing his glove 
and continuing. His evidence 
contradicts that of theatre staff 
who said on Monday that they 
saw blood “oozing" from the 
wound. 

The surgeon, who does not 
face any criminal charges re- 
lating to the matter, wept as he 
said: “I was arrested by police 
on suspicion of involuntary 
manslaughter.” 

The hearing was adjourned 
until today. 
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pro-independence demonstration. 

s the Chinese authorities called it, 
“incitement to subversive and separatist 
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W3S sentenced to 3 years in Lhasa s 
Drapchi prison. 

Whilst in jail, she made a tape recording 
of nationalist songs which was smuggled 
out of prison and circulated in Tibet. 

For this, she received another 6 years. 

1996, she failed to stand up when 

official entered the room, 
lilst undergoing punishment for this, 

he shouted “Free Tibet’. 

Her sentence was increased by a 

ther 9 years. 

We hear from former prisoners that 
Ngawang is regularly tortured. 

That her hands are permanently damagBd 
from the violent interrogation she underwent 
when she was first arrested at 13. 

That she has spent many months of her 
sentence in a confinement cell with no 
windows or light 

That whilst in solitary confinement she 
was fod a single bun or dumpling a day. 

Why are we telling you this? 

Isn’t the world full of people who are 
imprisoned, beaten and tortured for standing 
up for their rights? 


Yes it is. But it is also full of people who 
are prepared to stand up on their behalf. 

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

After what you’ve just read you may not 
think that there is much cause for celebration. 

But Amnesty International campaigns 
relentlessly, all over the world, to defend 
the Declaration’s principles and to gain the 
release of prisoners of conscience. 

And it works. 

Wei Jingsheng was imprisoned for 18 
years for expressing anti-government views 

in Beijing. 

On his release in December last year, he 
wrote to thank us for our work on his 

behalf. His letter ended thus: 


“Your work is of enormous value to 
those suffering from political oppression, it 
is perhaps more successful than you 
yourselves have ever realized... please keep 
the faith.” 

Ngawang Sangdrol is now 21 years old. She 
has spent 6 years in jail. She has another 12 

years to serve. 

A year is a long time in jail. 

A month is a long time in darkness. 

A day is a long time in thumb-cuffs. 

Do you have the time to fill in the coupon 

or pick up the phone? 

You may say yes, I must do something. 

But please, do it now. 

Good intentions don’t ease the agony 

of torture. 
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Brown is 


tempting 


pay revolt, 


say unions 


By Barrie Clement, 

Diane Coyle and CoRn Brown 


BRITAIN'S biggest civil service 
union yesterday warned the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was beading for an “explosion" 
among public sector workers if 
he insisted on keeping his tight 
grip on state spending. 

Reacting to Gordon Brawn’s 
confirmation to a TUC dele- 
gation yesterday that he was de- 
termined to dock up budget 
surpluses until the next election, 
Barry Reamsbottom, joint gen- 
eral secretary of the Public and 
Commercial Services Union 
(PCS), said that employees' 
leaders could not “hold the 
line" indefinitely. 

He said there had been a 
freeze on civil service pay bill tor 
six years and that there were 
signs of increasing frustration 
among his members. Recent fig- 
ures showed that more than 
15,000 employees left the civil 
service over the past year, the 
highest number since 1991. 
"That is a warning of trouble to 
come," said Mr Reamsbottom. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, leader 
of public service union Unison, 
who was part of the TUC del- 
egation, said it was “totally un- 
necessary” to prolong financial 
stringency. 

After an hour-long meeting 
with the Chancellor, John 
Monks, TUC general secre- 
tary. said that there was no con- 
tradiction between Mr Brown's 
stringent policy and a 3 per cent 
increase in expenditure on 
health, education and public 
transport. “We put our case for 
increased public expenditure in 
line with rises in national pros- 
perity,'' said Mr Monks. 

The TUC believes that some 
Treasuiy “hawks" want to see 
the percentage of gross do- 
mestic product spent on public 
services reduced to levels cur- 
rently seen in the United States. 

Even before meeting the 
TUC the Chancellor brushed 
aside union demands for the 
surplus money to be spent on 
higher investment in public ser- 
vices. although he left room to 
target big increases in spending 
on education and health. 

It will mean lightening the 
screws on other spending de- 
partments, including social se- 
curity and defence, before the 


Cabinet agrees the compre- 
hensive spending review next 
month. 

Mr Brown has refused to ac- 
cept the £500m cut offered by 
the Secretary of State for De- 
fence, George Robertson, in the 
£22bn defence budget. Tbe 
Chancellor has ordered his own 
team to look for deeper cuts. 

Promising ihal for the rest of 
this Parliament the Govern- 
ment would borrow only to in- 
vest, be assured the City that 
current spending would be 
more than covered by tax rev- 


Addrcssing a conference in 
London, the Chancellor inject- 
ed more iron into his reputation 
by announcing plans for a three- 
year surplus of tax revenues over 
the great bulk of public sector 
expenditure. “Those who said 
that we would fail to show the 
necessary discipline in public 
spending have been proved 
wrong," be said. 

The announcement extends 
and toughens Mr Brown's 
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Dobson and 
Doris let battle 


commence 


By Michael Brown 


Bernard Ingham claims Labour has tamed the news instincts of the press 


Photograph: David Sandison 


Ingham spins tale of disaster 


pledge to abide by the “golden 
rule" - that over the course of 
a business cycle the Govern- 
ment should borrow only to fi- 
nance investment. This means 
current spending has to be met 
from current tax revenues 
throughout the remaining years 
of the Parliament. 

As the economy is slowing, 
it is likely to reduce the growth 
in tax revenues and increase 
spending pressures. “Whatever 
the pressures or difficulties, we 
will not be diverted from these 
tough rules.” Mr Brown said. 

The Liberal Democrats 
pounced on the speech as evi- 
dence of “fiscal flagellation". 
Treasury spokesman Edward 
Davey said: “Given Labour's 
current problems in delivering 
on their promises on public ser- 
vices. it is astonishing that Gor- 
don Brown is taking such a 
restrictive approach - putting 
the piling up of surplus cash be- 
fore improvements in health 
and education." 

However. Francis Maude, 
the new shadow Chancellor, 
predicted Mr Brown would not 
be able to slick to his tough 
promises because of pressures 
on public sector pay. “Let’s 
see whether he’s got the met- 
tle to stick through it," he said. 

Leading article, page 20 


By Fran Abrams 

Fblrtical Correspondent 


LABOUR'S spin-doctors will 
“reap the whirlwind" from 
selective briefings given to 
favoured journalists, Margaret 
Thatcher's former press secre- 
tary said yesterday. 

Sir Bernard Ingham also 
said Tony Blair's official 
spokesman AJastair Campbell 
was a party political appointee 
who should not be paid by the 
taxpayer. 

In his nine years with Mrs 
Thatcher he had never favoured 


one news organisation over 
another. Sir Bernard told a 
House of Commons inquiry 
into the Government Informa- 
tion Service. 

“Now we have selective 
briefings all over the place. It 
must be hotbed of discontent in 
Whitehall and Westminster in 
the lobby because indeed there 
is favouritism which is fright- 
ening. I think the Government 
will reap the whirlwind in 
consequence of that," he said. 

In his day the press had be- 
haved like “baying wolves," he 
said, but now they had been 


tamed by new Labour. “They 
are like poodles. They seem to 
have lost their critical faculties 
for the moment. I think they are 
beginning to return now,” he 
said. Alastair Campbell was on 
a “curious contract" where he 
was sometimes a civil servant 
and sometimes not. 

“He observes the norms and 
conventions of the civil service 
except when it is convenient to 
bash the Tories. In these cir- 
cumstances he ought not to be 
paid by the taxpayer. He is a 
party political appointee and 
should be paid as such," he said. 


Recently Gordon Brown had 
been dismissed by Alastair 
Campbell as “psychologically 
flawed" and other ministers in- 
cluding Gavin Strang, Oare 
Short, David Oarfc. Chris Smith 
and Frank Dobson had been 
rubbished “hardly before they 
had got their feet under the 
table”. 

“Where is all this coming 
from? ‘"We don’t know/ we are 
always being told. 1 got the 
blame when I was at Downing 
Street, but nowadays nobody is 
responsible for rubbishing min- i 
islets." i 


Devon’s termites face £190,00 fighting force 


By Anthony Bevins 


THE Government declared war 
on a colony of termites in north 
Devon last night. Housing Min- 
ister Nick Raynsford an- 
nounced in a Commons reply 
that a £190,000 programme 
was being launched in an at- 
tempt to exterminate die insects, 
which have infested two houses 
at Saunton, near Barnstaple. 

The programme will take 12 
years, but even then, Mr Rayns- 


ford added: “It should be stat- 
ed that it is not possible to be 
certain of the outcome." 

It is thought that the initial 
infestation took place about 
four years ago after a house- 
holder brought a termite-ridden 
plant back from holiday in the 
south of France. 

The Government asked the 
Building Research Establish- 
ment to deal with the termites, 
and working together with the 
Pest Management Unit of Im- 


perial College, London, the 
Natural Resources Institute, 
and the French organisation. 
CTBA-Biotec, the BRE-Ied 
consortium has now come up 
with a masterplan. 

Under the programme, the 
property will be monitored to 
within a 500-metre radius of the 
two houses, and “bait stations" 
will be set up using an “insect 
growth regulator" called bexa- 
flumuron. 

The theoiy is that the ter- 


mites will take the bait and the 
growth regulator “will prevent 
the developing insects from 
maturing". 

Mr Raynsford said that if ter- 
mite “activity” was detected be- 
yond the 500-metre range, the 
programme “will be extended" 

As for the timescale, Mr 
Raynsford said: “Monitoring 
will continue for up to ten years 
after activity has ceased in or- 
der to ensure that the treatment 
has indeed been effective." 


GIRL POWER may be on the 
on the wane in pop, but yes- 
terday h made a dramatic and 
much needed reappearance 
on tbe Opposition front bench. 

Ann WIddecombe, the 
newly appointed shadow 
Health Secretary, certainly 
spiced up a Tory team which 
hitherto has given Frank Dob- 
son and his colleagues an 
easy ride. 

The return of Doris 
Kadoff (a moniker she now 
uses herself) attracted a High 
attendance on both sides of 
the chamber, underlining her 
new status as a political star, 
probably only one of about six 
Tories anyone would recognise 
outside the Commons. 

If the Toiy reshuffle still 
has one foot in the past, the 
Widdecombe promotion 
promises, on yesterday’s evi- 
dence, to stick the stiletto 
into Labour's softest spot, its 
vulnerability on health 
pledges. 

Popular even among Tory 
MPs for the destruction of her 
former Home Office boss 
Michael Howard, she was re- 
ceived warmly by the House 
because of her undoubted in- 
tegrity and that redoubtable 
style, so devoid of any notiou 
of spin-doctoring. 

She couldn't wait to get 
stuck in. But the Speaker, Bet- 
ty Boothrovd, kept her on ten- 
terhooks as - on three 
occasions -she tried to launch 
her bulk at the despatch box. 
Finally, she got going. 

Frank Dobson rose equal- 
ly well to the occasion. Look- 
ing ever more like Grandad 
from Only Fools and Horses, 
he survived the Widdecombe 
taunts with a bluff, honest but 
apologetic approach to the 
waiting-list saga of broken 
promises. 

Welcoming Ms Widde- 
combe. he referred to their 
“matching accessories" and 
the feet that neither “count as 
being from the fashionable 
end of politics". 

Indeed, it was a pleasure 
to see these two old warhors- I 
es trading blows. Both believe i 
in old-fashioned thug politics, 1 
where punching below the l 
belt is a pleasure. 

Like old bull elephants i 
jousting in the jungle, there ! 
was a lot of crashing of < 


_ branches bat little in the way 
of blood and gore. Both were 
i too seasoned as politicians to 
- be floored by the other. But 
1 it was great entertainment, 
t and offered the promise, of 
better to come. This is a show 
\ that could run and run. 

' Mr Dobson reminded us 
' that Ms Widdecombe is the 

i third shadow he has faced. But 
there can be no doubt that at 
last, the Tbries have a spokes- 
woman who will become the 
centre of attention. 

Unlike Labour’s female 
hordes, Ms Widdecombe ’s at- - 
tendon to dress sense is min, 
imal. But a new hairstyle (if 
pudding basin can be so de- 
scribed) with a darker tha^ 
usual shade of black comple- 
mented a blue Laura Ashley 
sack with a well-cot powder 
blue jacket 

Ms Widdecombe had 
brought along her pet terrier 
Alan Duncan to snap, bark 
and nip the ankles of Mr 
Dobson's junior ministers. 
Mr Duncan is, like most ter- 
riers, brave and fearless and 
will, with practice, get under 
the skin of Labour ministers. 

But the new Tory dream 
team was let down, as ever, by 
inept support from their own 
side. 

Stephen Day (Cheadle) 
made a song and dance about 
Labour placemen on health 
boards. Mr Dobson remind- 
ed him that invitations to 
MPs to nominate represen- 
tatives had been sent out but 
Mr Day “was either too idle 
or too careless to respond". 

Ms Widdecombe slightly 
spoilt her big day by grump- 
ing to the Speaker that two 
Labour MPs had used their 
questions to make derogato- 
ry references to her hard- 
line approach as prisons 
minister - which included 
support for shackling pregnant 
women prisoners during 
labour. 

But she should not be 
ashamed of her fearsome im- 
age; neither should she com- 
plain. 

She should wear as a 
badge of honour the fact that 
Labour MPs believe she 
would willingly sacrifice all 
their first bom. 


Michael Brown is the fanner 
Tory MP for Brigg and 
Cleethorpes 
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BRITAIN’S flood warning and 
aeftsce^ams broke down at 
Easter in the face of the worst 
cooditionsseen this century, ac- 
' corffihg to -an interim report 
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An independent inquiry set 
upaifj&theitop^ 
nous flaws in die way the En- 
vironment Agency dealt with 
the tfeaster, which strode cen- 
tral and eastern England and 
mH-Wales. •' 

.. But. Peter Bye, the inquiry 
:dxainnan, also blamed a more 
fundamental problem - the 

- way some local authorities have 
repeatedly rejected official ad- 
vice not to bufld on fkxid plains. 

Announcing his interim 
findings, Mr Bye said the En- 
vironment Agency had a “stur- 
. dy framework’" of policies and 
plans to deal with flood warn- 
ing and defence. But faced with 
goods as had as this century's 
. benchmark disaster of 1947, 

. flje agency failed to give prop- 
er Warnings and there was a 
breakdown of co-operation with 
^ other, bodies. 

“There is evidence in some 
V locations of unsatisfactory fora- 
and warning dissemi- 
nation, apparent slow reaction 
to events, confusion and mis- 
■ understanding amongst the 
'pnNic — and unsatisfactory li- 
. . aeon between agency staff and 
emergency services,” the report 
concluded. 

. • It found that some of die 

- agency’s maps were “inade- 
quale” for describing flood risk 

- areas and it appeared that fax 
B^ssages were sent to the wrong 

■' : mnribersduring the emergency. 

• “Greater emphasis should be 
• given in the fature toiesthfe ie- 
.1 sponse activity, inter faemga nd 

co-apemlioii,. wifb extreme, 

evemscenark^"s^*erepqr^ 


.But Mr Bye, the former 
chief executive of Suffolk JCoun- 
ly Council, said blame had to be 
shared by local authorities 
which had allowed develop- 
ment on flood plains, against 
clear advice from the Environ- 
ment Agency and its predeces- 
sor bodies. 

Nearly all the caravan sites 
which were affected by the 
flooding were opposed at the 
pl anning stage, as was, for ex- 
ample, a new leisure centre at 
Banbury, which was badly hit 
The agency estimated that 
10-15 per cent of local author- 
ities gave go-ahead for devel- 
opments against its advice. Dr 
Geoff Mance, its water man- 
agement director, said the prob- 
lem had to be taken more 
seriously in future. 

“With 4.5 million new homes 
coming, we need to look, for 
more national innovative think- 
ing in design. We shouldn't al- 
ways be thinking about flood 
defences," he said. 

The use of materials such as 
tarmac and concrete increases 
the rapid run-off of water into 
rivers, creating problems more 
quiddy than in the past. At East- 
er, 75mm of rain fell in 36 hours 
in some areas, the equivalent to 
she weeks’ average rainfall 
Archie Robertson, the En- 
vironment Agency's director of 
opera t ions, said he wanted tore- 
assure the public that it was 
Hearing the matter seriously. 

It would reassess the trigger 
points for flood warnings and 
planne d early meetings with 
emergency services. But be said 
The w«kwouldcqst money and 
that the agency was already 
underfunded by an estimated 
£30-£40ma year. 

Mr Bye raid detailed inves- 
. n ations would be conducted in 
preas which were particularly 
badly hk- 
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Freewheeling days at an end for city trishaws 


By Linus Gregorfadis 


CAMBRIDGE’S colourful, 
three-wheeled “trishaws", a 
popular and environmentally 
friendly form of transport, face 
being driven out of business 
after a judge ruled yesterday 
that they must be bound fay 


the same regulations as taxis. 

Simon Lane, who runs the 
service, has been told he must 
pass the Cambridge equivalent 
of the taxi driver's “knowl- 
edge" test if he wishes to con- 
tinue carrying passengers. 

Mr Lane said yesterday 
tha t he planned to appeal: 


“The battle is lost but the war 
is still being fought ... They 
may have the legal power to do 
this but it doesn’t change the 
fact that it is clearly unrea- 
sonable." He added that the 
business worked all around 
the world, except in Britain 
where it is “over-regulated”. 


Mr Lane, 3L, who failed the 
road knowledge test last month, 
said it was ridiculous to expect 
his drivers to have detailed 
knowledge of residential streets 
on the outskirts of the city. He 
also objects to regulations which 
mean that his drivers must be 
subject to criminal record 


checks and must go for medical 
tests which cost £85 each. 

“Students aren’t going to do 
all that for a summer job," he 
said. “We already have to learn 
all the university’s history.” 

Mr Justice Richards ruled 
that the laws for Hackney car- 
riages “apply to the applicant’s 


trishaws". But Mr Lane’s so- 
licitor. Susan Ring, said: “It is 
an absurdity to compare a tri- 
shaw with a motorised taxi.” 
Mr Lane, now unemployed, 
has six trishaws and has in- 
vested £30.000 in his business. 
He says he may have to sell the 
vehicles if he loses the appeal. 
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Vinnie Jones convicted of assault 

^ ... , i: ur- met o/anKtn pet on en until now for Vi 


By Diana Bbmires 


THE footballer Vinnie Jones 
was yesterday found gnAty of as- 
sault causing actual bodily barm 
and criminal damage. 

Magistrates at Si Albans, 
were told how Jones, of Red- 
boura, Hertfordshire, attacked 
neighbour Timothy Gear in 


November last year. The 33- 
year-old Queens Park Rangers 
and Wiles star was said to have 
punched, kicked and bitten Mr 
Gear, 27, at his mobile borne 
following a row over the re- 
moval of a stile that Jones had 
erected an the edge of his land. 
Jones, who denied the charges, 
ui D be sentenced cm 2 July. 


After the verdict Jones, left 
court without commenting. He 
was driven away with his wife 
Tanya and agent Nick Davies. 

Mr Gear’s father, Michael 
Gear, 53, who helps his son run 
a riding school at their home in 
Redbourn, said: “I am very 
pleased especially for my son 
and the police. My son is very 


relieved. He just wants to get on 
with his life. 

Commenting on the verdict, 
Ted Oliver, 50, a freelance re- 
porter who was allegedly bitten 
on the nose by Jones in a 
Dublin hotel after England's 
abandoned game against Ire- 
land in February 1996, said: “I 
am onty surprised that it has tak- 


en until now for Vinnie to gel 
himself into serious trouble." 

Jones won backing, however, 
from one of his neighbours in 
Redbourn. Pauline Baron said: 
“■ vinnie has been nothing but a 
perfect neighbour. Even when 
he first moved here he asked us 
if we minded... The guy has 
been nothing but a perfect gent" 
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Unlike the makers of other 
portables, weVe gone all the way 
with the Armada 1500 Notebook. 

You'll find there's no need to 
tug extra external drives around 
with you. or spare batteries or a 
CD ROM for that matter, they're 
all on board already. 

Ewn the AC adaptor is built in. 

On display is a 12.1" TFT 
screen, while under the skin Is 
the latest Intel Pentium* processor 
with MMX" technology. 

Even the price is small but 
perfectly formed. 

As an added attraction, we're 
offering an extended 3-year. 

re turn -to- base, 
parts and labour V^ftJ * 

warranty if you 

ewmtf 

So call us for your free warranty 
upgrade form and get an Armada 
Notebook on your lap. 

Compaq Armada 1592D1 

Also includes: 

. 512 KB level 2 cache. 

2MB EDO video memory 

2 type 3i or 1 types CSrdBus slots. 

15-bit Compaq PremrerSound with 
stereo speakers. 

Full size keyboard with ToudiPad 
pointing device. 

Microsoft* Windows 95. 

PJ5TL tested hardware yr 2000 compfianL 
El ,696 ex VAT £1 392 inc VAT. 

Call us now for foil detail of ouf .. 
Armada Notebook range. 

0845 2 7° W 

www.coiiipaqxo.uk 
OftctaigdatJocal 

pfcaie quote BBC101. 


COMPAQ. 



Why settle for some crummy gift when you can have the money 
to spend on anything you please? With the Money Back Credit Card 
you get a return of up to 2% on everything you spend. 

Use your loaf. Find out more about the 
Money Back Credit Card today, call free on: 

0500 83 83 83 

code HIOKpfae* open 

ta *“ 4 uaD5 “ t * at 

FREEPOST, 58-62 Hagley Road. Birmingham. B18 8BR {no stamp required). 


From 

11.9% APR 

No annual fee 


■ Alliance 
Leicester 

Cunmon sense fa a crazy world 
NX1Q56 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Hs. 
Address 


Forename. 


__ Surname. 


Postcode. 


-TeL No. frflc 5TTJ code) 
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^ Fairness- Cellnet's First in Fairness Programme guarantees 
that our digital customers never have to worry about getting our best 
price for their calls every month. We'll compare your bill each month 
to our other calling plans to see if you would have been charged less 
on any of them. If so, we'll refund the difference quarterly. Now, 
what could be fairer than that? 

* First in Fraodoin. Cellnet's First in Freedom Programme means that 

you don't have to commit up front to twelve months of subscription 
charges or pay for calls in advance. Separately, you may choose 
from five great discount plans that can save you from 3% to 15% 
extra on your calls. You're free to choose the one you want, if you 
want, when you want. 

# ^"*n5t for Families. Cellnet's First for Families Programme is the same 

great savings idea as BT's Friends and Family. You choose 1 0 phone 

numbers, and get free discounts of 10% or 50% on every call to 
those numbers. 


* for Firms. Cellnet's new First for Firms Programme works just 

like BT's Friends and Family. It offers businesses the same free discounts 
of 1 0% or 50% on all calls to the 1 0 numbers firms choose. 



■'aV' 


Available to Cellnet digital customers from Participating Service Providers from 1 July 1998. Subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Refunds 


payable quarterly. Telecom Securicor Cellular Radio Ltd. 
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Landowners bar way to new right to roam 



y 


« % 




Alan Gaskell and his wife Elsie confront Rupert av de Horst (left), of the Country Landowners’ Association, at its headquarters Photograph: Tom PHsion 


By Linus Gregoriadis 

LANDOWNERS were coo- 
deraned by ramblers yesterday 
after they rejected calls for a le- 
gal right to roam through the 
open countryside. 

The Country Landowners' 
Association said it backed a sys- 
tem of voluntary deals for open- 
ing up estates to the public and 
allowing walkers more access to 
thousands of acres of moorland, 
heath and common. 

Ian MacNicol, the CLA's 
president, said landowners 
warned to meet public demand 
for new rights of way with new 
“Permanent Paths", and that ac- 
cess would be managed to avoid 
conflict with wildlife, the envi- 
ronment and farming. 

He said: “The Government 
offers two options: we strongly 
support the voluntary approach 
and are totally opposed to the 
creation of a new statutory 
right of access. We believe that 
by using voluntary means, 
rather than compulsion, we can 
meet the changing demand for 
access in the way and in the 


places where it is actually 
wanted." 

Bui Kate Asb brook, access 
chief of the Ramblers' Associ- 
ation, said: “The CLA are go- 
ing full speed back to the past: 
a past Of failure, frustration and 
missed opportunities. But the 
Government is looking to the 
future now and has sought 
views on how all 4 million acres 
of mountain, moor, heath, 
down and common land can be 
opened up to walkers, subject 
to commonsensc restrictions." 

Michael Meacher, the envi- 
ronment minister, who is a 
keen rambler, has warned farm- 
ers and landowners that if vol- 
untary agreements do not work, 
the Government will introduce 
□ew laws forcing them lo open 
up blocked footpaths. The con- 
sultation period granted by the 
Government ends on Friday. 

Instead of Lbe public being 
free to walk wbere they wish, the 
CXAs proposals would mean 
that locil authorities would 
have to negotiate agreement 
with individual landowners. Mr 
MacNicol said that its propos- 


als would cost the taxpayer be- 
tween £4ra and £7m, compared 
with more than £60m if a statu- 
tory right to roam was imposed. 

Ms Ashbrook said: “We 
have 50 years of experience with 
the landowners' ‘big idea' of vol- 
untary agreements between 
themselves and local authorities. 
We know, right down to the bot- 
tom of our boots, that it has not 
worked and will not work. The 
landowners are looking to the 
past. They have very tittle new 
to offer the public or the Gov- 
ernment. 

Two World War veterans 
and their wives demonstrated 
outside the London headquar- 
ters of the CLA yesterday. John 
Bunting, SO, from Sheffield, 
said: “During World War n, I 
was welcome on the moors 
while training. After the war, I 
was thrown off. 1 trained as an 
anti-tank gunner on Midhope 
Moor, in the Penn tires near 
Sheffield. But after ihe war, 
when I came home, it was no 
longer ray country. The game- 
keeper was the one with the 
gun. I was the enemy.” 


Employers to 
put potential 
before exams 


By Barrie Clement 

laboLT editor 

GROUND-BREAKING as- 
sessment techniques will allow 
employers to test potential re- 
cruits on their ability to learn 
rather than on past exam results. 

But while extra efforts are 
needed to encourage “under- 
achievers", employers need lo 
be aware that in the present jobs 
market the qualified candidate 
is “king", personnel specialists 
will be told today. 

Too many people are ex- 
cluded from jobs because the 
education system has failed 
them, according to Robert 
McHemv, chairman of Oxford 
Psychologists' Press which pub- 
lishes lest papers. 

Many employers are being 
deterred from offering jobs un- 
der the Government's flagship 
New Deal programme because 
they are unable to see past ex- 
amination scores, Mr McHenry 
will tell the Institute of Per- 
sonnel Development's (EPD) re- 
cruitment and selection 
conference today. 

The new “dynamic assess- 
ment" methods are aimed at 
evaluating a candidate’s po- 
tential. a fact which fits in with 
the ethos of the New Deal 
which aims to give a fresh start 
f or unemployed IS- to 24-year- 
olds. says Dr McHemy. 

“Too often tests have been 
seen as something you do to 
exclude people. The message we 
are trying lo get across is that 
tests are about inclusion, not 
exclusion." 

As part of the new’ tech- 
niques being investigated by Dr 
McHenry and employment 
agency Reed Personnel Ser- 
vices, "young jobless people in 
Hackney, north London, are be- 
ing “prompted” in order to an- 


swer questions they find diffi- 
cult. They are not told the an- 
swers. but are given dues about 
the thought processes required 
and it has been found that test 
scores are being boosted 
dramatically. 

Dr McHenry say’s the 
method attempts to assess their 
ability to learn. Part of the pro- 
ject will he to find systematic 
and standard methods of 
prompting. 

“Too often the judgements 
that have been made about 
young people by schools, adults 
and society in general bear 
tittle relation lo their ability," 
Dr McHenry will tell IPD 
delegates. 

“These tests may well mark 
afar better way of assessing peo- 
ple' who for one reason or an- 
other have been letdown by the 
education system. They aim to 
look at young people's poten- 
tial rather than merely bow 
they were judged previously." 

However, another institute 
seminar wffl hear bow those with 
the requisite exam results are in 
an increasing position of pow- 
er. Adrian Lenard, director of 
the Marketing and Communi- 
cation Agency, wifi today urge 
employers to treat job candi- 
dates as they would customers. 

“In the bad old days of cus- 
tomer service, it was ‘here’s the 
product, if you don’t like it, 
don’t buy if. 

“That sort of attitude has 
largely gone now. but it is still 
with us in the recruitment 
process. In today’s job market 
the candidate is king, 

“Recruiters have to go out, 
identify the key messages ap- 
plicants want to hear, establish 
what their needs are and then 
market themselves in away that 
meets those needs.” 

Hamish McRae, page 21 


Channel ports alert 
for Cup hooligans 


By Andrew Buncombe 

MUCH of the hooliganism ex- 
pected ro take place during 
the World Cup could break 
out * w route to the matches 
rather than at the games them- 
selves, police said yesterday. 

With security at the stadiums 
likely to be very tight, police be- 
lieve service stations along the 
French autoroutes and other 
stopping-off points could “ 
the flashpoints where violence 
breaks out. 

With the first game at mna- 
98 justa week away, the British 
authorities have stressed they 
arc doing ail they can to prevent 
the hard-core of troublemakers 
even gening across the Channel 
Yesterday, the Home bec- 
reiary. Jack Straw, announced 

that the number of restriction 

orders placed against suspect- 
ed hooligans bad risen to 65. 

The orders require ibeperaon 
to report ion police station dur- 
ing the matches or face 
months’ tinprsornnenuHe^ 

announced new' bilateral 
arrangements with the French 


under which anyone convicted 
of a football-related offence in 
Prance can be put in front of 
magistrates on their return to 
Britain. 

From next Monday, special- 
ist football intelligence officers 
will mount a round-the-clock 
watch at all ofBritain’s pons and 
airports to try and identify 
know'll troublemakers and pre- 
vent them travelling to France. 

“We will provide the French 
with the very best intelligence 
we can to help disrupt The ac- 
tivities of any British footbaU 

hooligans,' said topecioj^- 

ter Chapman, bead of the Na- 
li0 D 3 l criminal Intelligence 
Service's football unit. 

“The French have identified 
that many of the problems 
could take place at ^JP*'** 
service stations,” he added. 

The large, opefl-air sra** 
which will broadcast the match- 

Se in the cities where gam« 
Splnce.-and^ 

m hoiisia==iyioi*»w-^® 

also been identified as 
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A genuine 

ThinkPad has never 
been this affordable. 
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Lawrence inquiry 
murder suspects 
refused legal aid 
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LS Lowry’s Wceadiffy O'rcus (1959), one of a handful of views of the capital by the artist celebrated for his views of industrial life in north-west 
England. It has never been exhibited or published before and is to be auctioned at Phillips, in London, next Tuesday Photograph: Tom Riston 


FOUR of the five men mount- 
ing a legal hid to avoid being 
forced to answer questions 
about the murder of the blade 
teenager Stephen Lawrence 
have been refused legal aid, it 
was confirmed yesterday. 

The fifth man has not yet ap- 
plied for legal aid for a judicial 
review of his summons to give 
evidence next week to the in- 
quiry investigating Stephen’s 
murder, the Legal Aid Board 
said. “So far we have received 
four formal applications and all 
four have been refused,” a 
board spokeswoman said. 

“One of those four is ap- 
pealing against Hw decision." 

The five men - David Nor- 
ris, 21, Ne3 Acourt, 22, his 
brother Jamie, 21, Luke Knight, 
20, and Gary Dobson, 22 - have 

all at various times beep charg ed 
with Stephen's murder. NeD 
Acourt, Mr Dobson and Mr 
Knight were acquitted at the 
Old Bailey in 1996. The charges 
against Jamie Acourt and Mr 
Norris never came to court. 

The five have been sum- 
moned to appear on Monday 
before the public inquiry in- 
vestigating the mnrdftr and the 
police response to iL 

Last month, lawyers for the 
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Now you can believe your eyes 


five announced tiny would ask 
a judge to rule the summonses 
unlawful. They said tfaeywonld 
seek a ruling that either the 
terms of reference of the inquiry 
are too broad and therefore un- 
lawful, or that the questions doe 
to be put to fee men go beyond 
those terms of reference. .. 

The men are nndeistobd to 
object to proposed questions 

about their activities before 
the April 1993 murder. The in- 
quny was set up to loakai “mat- 
ters arising” from Stephen’s 
death. 

Stephen, an IS-year-old stu- 
dent, was stabbed to death at a 
south London bus stop in what 
an inquest jury decided was a 
“completely unprovoked racist 
attack by five white youths”. 

The Legal Aid Board spokes- 
woman refused to say why the 
applications had been refused. 
But she added that decisions to 
grant legal aid are based on a 
means test and a merits test - 
whether there are “reasonable 
prospects of success and whether 
it is reasonable in all circum- 
stances to grant legal aid”. 

At the continuing inquiry 
into Stephen's murder, the se- 
nior detective who supervised 
the investigation yesterday de- 


nied being corrupt. Detective 
Chief SuperintetKientWSfiam 
Hsley responded: angrily to 
questions over thfi fadure 
promptly to use a tip-off about 
themui^fixmianinfo nbflnt 
The informant,- known as 
James Grant, told police onthe 
: day after theattack about an 
eye-witness to the stabbing. 

The inquiry was told that Me IF- 

sley, who was then in charge of 
south-east London CIjDl but 
has smee retired, failed roap- 
prove a request, to pay Mr 
Granl £50 for ins nrfonnation. 

Michael Mansfield QC, for 
the Lawrence family, fold Mr It 
sley: “I’m going -to; suggest 
there is only one inference be- 
cause of your lack of action and 
information, Mr Hsley.” 

The former policeman raked . 
his voice as he replied: “What 
are you saying sir? Are yon 
saying I am corrupt?” 

Mr Ilsley later asked Mr 
Mansfield: “Do you bonestfy be- 
lieve that we didn’t want to hare 
these people found guilty of 
murder? Do you honestly be- 
lieve that we would take moo- 
ey so that people wouid.gct 
away with the most evil murder 
that could have happened?" 
The inquiry continues. 


DAILY POEM 


Two Rains 

By Les Murray 

Our farm is in the patched blue overlap 
between Queensland rain and Victorian ran 
(and of two-faced droughts like a dustbowl tap ). 

The southerly rain is skimmed and curled 
off the Roaring Forties’ circuit of the world. 

It is our chased Victorian silver 

and makes wintry asphalt hurry on the spot 
or pauses to a vague speed in the air, 
whereas, lightning-brewed in a vast coral pot 

die tropical weather disgorges its lot 
in days of enveloping floodtime blast 
towering and warm as a Papuan forest, 

a rain you can sweat in, it steams in the sun 

like a hard-ridden horse, while southern rain’s absorbed 

like a cool, fake-codoquial drawn out lesson. 


Our poems this week celebrate the publication of Les Mur- 
ray’s Collected Poems by Cancanet Press (£12.95). Bora on a 
New South Whies farm in 1938, Les Murray has been a full- 
time writer since 1971; in 1996, he won the TS Eliot Prize. This 
poem first appeared in Dog Fox Field (1990). 
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Indonesians live in fear 
of new wave of unrest 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

in Jakarta 

AT THE weekend, he made his 
first decreet public appearance, 
during prayers at a Jakarta 
mosque. His half-brother re- 
ported a few days ago that he 
was in good spirits, and he ap- 
pears to be stfll living in die mod- 
est luxury of his family home. 

Since his sudden resignation 
two weeks ago tomorrow, al- 
most nothing has been heard 
from him and whether he is 
happy, sad, bitter, or resigned, 
nobody really knows. But as he 
surveys the country that he left 
behind, Mr Suharto, the former 
president of Indonesia, may 
find himself registering a 
surprising emotion: relief. 

Yesterday came the latest 
indications that if things in In- 
donesia were bad when Mr 
Suharto quit, they are rapidly be- 
coming much worse. By the 


government's own reckoning, 
unemployment will rise this year 
to more than 15 million - 17 per 
cent of the work force. The 
economy wiU shrink by 10 per 
cent, and inflation is predicted 
to hit 85 per cent or more. 

Thanks to Mr Suharto's ne- 
glect and his stubbornness, In- 
donesia, which was once a leader 
among die developing nations, is 
slipping into a state of poverty, 
hunger and social collapse. On 
the streets of Jakarta, there are 
growing numbers of beggars. 
The tigers in West Java's biggest 
safari park are being fed only half 
the week, and in parts of the 
countryside, die human popula- 
tion is surviving on roots not rice. 

The population minister, 
Ida Bagus Oka, yesterday 
voiced fears of an imminent 
baby boom. There was a sim- 
ple reason. The price of 
condoms has doubled recently 
in the world's fourth biggest na- 


tion, which already has a 
population of 202 million. 

But the gravest concerns are 
of further political and social un- 
rest. If the economic crisis of last 
month could stir up a popular 
uprising against Mr Suharto - 
whose power had been consol- 
idated over 30 years - what ef- 
fect wiQ an even worse situation 
have on die hesitant government 
of his successor, BJ Habibie? 

Mr Suharto’s resignation a 
fortnight ago was unquestionably 
a turning point. But with every 
day it becomes dearer that many 
perils lie along the way of re- 
covery from dictatorship. Since 
succeeding to the presidency, the 
former vice-president has ex- 
ceeded low expectations. He 
has promised flee elections next 
year and. yesterday, formally 
recognised Indonesia's biggest 
trade union, whose founder was 
released from jail last week. 

The political discontent 


winch forced Mr Suharto out of 
office has been defused, but not 
completely eased by Mr Habi- 
bie’s succession. Yesterday, as 
is now usual, students demon- 
strated outside the parliament 
calling for immediate elections. 
Mr Habibie's image as a lifelong 
creature of Suharto gives him 
little credibility as a reformer 
and however deftly he negoti- 
ates the political currents, he 
still risks being swamped by the 
tidal wave of economic disaster. 

The International Monetary 
Rmd, which suspended its SMObn 
(£2Sbn) package to Indonesia af- 
ter Mr Suharto's fall, is expect- 
ed to reschedule it soon. 
However, the economic as- 
sumptions on which the IMF 
based its calculations have all had 
to be revised, as riots, political 
tunnoO and the flight of the per- 
secuted Chinese population 
have all undermined already 
dismal levels of confidence. 



Students outside the US embassy in Jakarta yesterday protesting that the US is delaying the IMF loan Photograph; AP 



UN appeals for 
earthquake aid 


ABAD, Afghanistan (Reuters) 
— The United Nations issued 
an urgent appeal yesterday for 
helicopters and fuel to tackle the 
destruction of an earthquake 
which killed thousands. “We call 
upon everyone and anyone who 
can provide ns with helicopters 
to do so now,” said Alfredo 
Witschi-Cestari, the UN Co- 
ordinator for Afghanistan. 

The UN said distribution of 
food and shelter materials was 
being held up because the three 
helicopters now in use were fer- 
rying the injured from remote 
villages to medical centres. 

The death toll has been 
climbing steadily since the 6.9- 
magmtude quake struck north- 
ern Afghanistan on Saturday, 
triggering landslides that 
swallowed entire villages. 

Thousands of people re- 
main missing. The devastation 
hit a region that is home to more 
than 70,000 peoples. 

“For the time being, we 
have two helicopters in there,” 
said Juan Fuertes Guillen, a Red 
Cross spokesman, in neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. “We have al- 
ready started to establish 
priorities, carrying out medical 
evacuations and treating the 
wounded at the sites.” 

The Red Cross and the Unit- 


ed Nations ferried in tons of sup- 
plies yesterday - most of them 
to provide emergency shelter. 
Up to 80 villages have been es- 
timated to be heavily damaged, 
and another dozen obliterated. 

The Red Cross and the UN 
set up mobile medical units in 
Shari Basurkh, 30 miles from 
Faizabad, capital of the north- 
ern Badakhshan province. This 
northern province bore the 
brunt of the disaster. 

Germany said it will give 
DM500,000 (£171.000) to sup- 
port efforts by the Red Cross 
and other relief organisations. 
France was sending around 35 
tons of aid to nearby Dushanbe, 
in neighbouring Tajikistan, to be 
transported to the disaster area. 
Japan, the European Union 
and the Netherlands are also 
sending assistance. 

Among the hardest-hit areas 
was Rostaq, site of an- earth- 
quake on 4 February that killed 
as many as 2,300 people. Some 
reports said another 1,000 peo- 
ple died in Saturday's quake. 

There were reports of heavy 
fighting between the Taliban re- 
ligious army, which controls 
most of Afghanistan, and an op- 
position alliance which holds 
territory west of the region 
which was hit by the quake. 


IN BRIEF 


New chief for papal guard 

THE POPE has appointed Swiss the arrav colonel Pius Seg- 
muUer as commander of the Vatican's Swiss Guard, the 61ite 
force responsible for the pontiff’s security. Lt Elmar Theodor 
Mader, 34. was appointed deputy commander. 

Col Segmuller, 46. succeeds Alois Esteraiann, who was shot 
dead ty a guardsman shortly after his nomination on 4 May. 
In the first murders to take place within the Vatican walls for 
centuries, the guardsman, Cedric Tornay, killed Cdr Ester- 
mann and his wife before turning the gun on himself. 

— Anne Hanley, Rome 

Greek women called to arms 

FEARING its declining birth rale will put it at a military dis- 
advantage to Turkey. Greece has decided to train its women 
in the arts of war. The government yesterday proposed that 
women from 18 to 60 train and serve in civil defence units for 
four days a year. Greece currently has 168,000 men and women 
under arms, compared to 639,000 for Turkey. — Ap Athens 

Luzhkov rules out top job 

THE mayor of Moscow. Yuri Luzhkov, said yesterday that he 
has no plans to run for the Russian presidency. Mr Luzhkov 
was widely considered to be a leading contender to replace Boris 
%ltsm in the next presidential election in 2000. — Ap Moscow 

over Hitler in crisp ad 

aSfflsssBssssscsas' 

Thai television and an apology is not enough. 
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Money fails to 


talk in the race 


to run California 


By Andrew Marshall 

in \Ateshmgtor, 


California usually sets the 

tone for American politics. The 
evide nce from the welter of pri- 
niaiy elections which the state 
was holding last nigh t is that this 
year's elections are about some- 
thing nice and simple: cold, 
hard cash. 

The primaries will select 
candidates for the general elec- 
tions in November, when many 
governors, one-third of Sena- 
tors and the whole of the House 
of Representatives will be elect- 
ed across America. Seven oth- 
er states as well as California 
were voting last night 

These contests will be 
minutely examined for what 
they tell about the balance of 
power two years from a presi- 
dential election. But the nmfn 
theme is non-partisan - the 
power, and limits, of money. 

Money has been pivotal to 
the primary race for Governor, 
with three Democrats compet- 
ing for the nomination and 
one Republican. 

A1 Cbecchi, former co-chair- 
man of Northwest Airlines, 
spent more than $30m (£18m) 
promoting himsdf. Yet he looks 
set to trail Gray Davies, Cali- 
fornia’s lieutenant Governor, 
who spent a mere $12m. 

Congresswoman Jane Har- 
man, the wife of a wealthy 
stereo-equipment maker, un- 
loaded $20m, and much good 
did it do her. The victor will face 
Republican Dan Lungren in the 
fight to replace Governor Pete 
Wilson, also a Republican. 

Since the more monied can- 
didates have not done well, the 
lesson which much of America's 
mainstream media has drawn is 
that money doesn’t matter. 
That seems quixotic. 

The California race has 
been consumed by dollars, with 
millions frittered away on the 
gubernatorial race and other 
contests for national and local 
office. As much as SlOOm has 


been spent, equivalent to the 
sums normally expended in a 
presidential election. 

Darrell Issa, a car-alarm 
millionaire, spent about S&n in 
an effort to win the Republican 
nomination to contest one of the 
state’s Senate seats. He was trail- 
ing state treasurer Matt Fong: 
but that also had something to 
do with embarrassing stories 
that came out about Mr Issa, 



Pranary runners; A! Checchi 
(top) and Dan Lungren 


such as his arrest for car theft 
(the charge was dismissed). Mr 
Fong looked likely to win, and 
could weD unseat incumbent 
Democrat Barbara Boxer. 

Cash has become so impor- 
tant partly because the primaries 
are open. That means voters of 
any affiliation can decide who' will 
be the Democrat or Republican 
nominee, so candidates have 
sought to appeal to as wide a con- 
stituency as possible. Television 
has been die key weapon. 


The primaries certainly 
open up the question of what 
money can and cannot do. 
With the economy booming 
and few serious problems on the 
horizon, voters seemed to pre- 
fer experience and known faces 
to rich outsiders. 

Mr Davies, for instance, ran 
under the rubric of “Experience 
money can’t buy". But the fact 
that money does not always win 
does not mean it isn’t important 
- Checchi might well not have 
figured at all without his $30m. 

Cash is also at the centre of 
one of California’s baOot propo- 
sitions, which seeks to require 
unions to get the permission of 
members before spending cash 
on politics. Proposition 226 has 
sparked the ire of the union 
movement, which has spent 
$15m to combat it It looked un- 
certain last night whether the 
measure would pass. 

Money will dominate the 
rest of the year, as candidates 
prepare for the November elec- 
tion. Although this is an off-year 
election, there is a chance that 
control of the House of Repre- 
sentatives could slip from the 
grasp of the Republicans. There 
are also a number of hard- 
fought Senate and gubernator- 
ial races in prospect Money and 
television will be at a premium, 
something that concerns many. 

New donors keep emerging 
to fuel the campaign fires. The 
latest is Bill Gates, and Mi- 
crosoft. who, after staying away 
from the political fray for years, 
has suddenly become a big- 
money doner to the Republicans. 
It may be coincidence that this 
comes as the (Democrat) ad- 
ministration takes on Microsoft 
in a high-profile anti-trust case. 

Money has long been the 
weakest point of the Amerian 
political system, opening it up to 
a variety of forms of legalised 
corruption. Congress is cur- 
rently examining a flood of 
t^mnaigrt finance measures, but 
none of them seems likely to suc- 
ceed: not this vear. of ail years. 



Ohio Senator John Glenn, 77, the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962, in training at the Nasa Johnson 
Spa * - ** Center in Houston In preparation for his planned space shuttle journey in October Photograph: AFP 


Victim 
of crash 


can sue 
TV show 


By David Usbome 

in New York 


IN A case that could chili media freedoms 
across America, a Californian woman has 
won the right to sue a television company 
that secretly taped her a is she asked to he 
allowed to the in a car crash eight years ago. 

The State Supreme Court in California 
ruled that Ruth Shulman, who survived but 
is now a paraplegic, is entitled to pursue 
in court a production company owned by 
the CBS network for featuring scenes from 
the car crash in a now defunct series called: 
On Scene : Emergency Response. 

Ms Shulman, 54. was in hospital 
recovering from her injuries, several 
months after the accident, when she saw 
herself in the show. 

Included was footage of her pleading 
with a nurse to be left alone to die. Un- 
known to her. the nurse was wearing a con- 
cealed microphone supplied by the 
television producers. 

The court derision, limited in scope ini- 
tially to cases within California, will 
worry the US television industry, which has 
seen a proliferation of so-called “Reality- 
TV" shows, including those depicting 
emergency responses to fires, crashes and 
police raids. 

It could equally have consequences for 
news documentary and magazine pro- 
grammes which have discovered the pow- 
er of hidden-camera techniques to expose 
scams and their perpetrators. 

The court justices specifically upheld the 
right of media organisations, enshrined in 
the First Amendment to the Constitution, 
to pursue individuals deemed to be part of 
a “newsworthy" story. They drew the line, 
however, at methods that could be 
considered “offensive intrusions". 

It said: “The state may not intrude into 
the proper sphere of the news media to 
dictate what they should publish and 
broadcast, but neither may the media 
play tyrant to the people by unlawfully spy- 
ing on them in the name of newsgaihcring," 

Lee Levine, a lawyer for numerous news 
organisations that had filed briefs to the 
court in the case, welcomed the court’s up- 
holding of the First Amendment, but said 
that the remainder would have a "chilling 
effect on the use of reporting techniques'*. 

“The uncertainty is going to have some 
effect, making the media more cautious 
than may be it ought to be," he said. 
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Gucci murder trial closes in on ‘Black Widow* 



Patrizia Reggiani, above, Guccft former wife who is dubbed the Black Widow, talking to her lawyer at yesterday* hearing. 

Top right, Benedetto Ceraido and Orazio Cicala, the men charged in connection with the murder Photographs; Luca Bnmo/AP 


By Anne Hanley 

in Rome 

UNTIL yesterday, the only 
mystery still to be solved in the 
open-and-shut case of the m or- 
der of Maurizio Gucci in 1995 
was how deeply his ex-wife Pa- 
prna Reggiani - nicknam ed the 
•Black Widow - was involved. 

But a spontaneous confes- 
sion to a Milan court by the 
small-time c riminal who chauf- 
feured Gucci's killer to the 
leatherwear magnate's office on 
the fatal morning has turned the 
trial upside down. 

Benedetto CerauJo, wbo has 
spent IS months behind bars 
charged with pulling the trigger, 
was not the murderer, said 
driver Orazio Cicala in his tes- 
timony. The real killer is still at 
large and, if Mr Cicala has his 
way, will remain so: "I'm nam- 
ing no names,” he told the 
court “I've got a wife and fam- 
ily to protect." 

Mr Cicala's confession left 
both prosecution and defence 
gasping on the first day that all 
those accused of involvement in 



Gucci’s murder were present in 
the court room. 

Ms Reggiani sobbed and 
coughed through the ordeal, her 
former best friend Giuseppina 
Auric mm a remained impas- 
sive, as did Ivano Slavioni, the 
man whom Ms Auriemma al- 
legedly contacted to arrange for 
Gucci's removal. If Ceraulo al- 
lowed hims elf a smirk of relief 
no one noticed. 

Ail eyes were on Ms Reg- 
giani who, since her arrest in 



Mr Toyota does 
make exceedingly 


January last year, has insisted 
her well-publicised hatred of 
her former spouse was never in- 
tended to end in bloodshed. 

And if she told all and 
sundry that she would Hke lo see 
Maurizio dead, it was no more 
than a way of verbalising her re- 
sentment over Gucci's high- 
handed treatment of herself and 
their two daughters, Ms Reg- 
giani wrote in a memorandum 
sent to judges last month. 

According to that account, 
Ms Reggiani never dreamed 
anyone would take her at her 
word. According to Mr Cicala, 
Gucci's ex-wife made very sure 
her wishes came true. 

“Stavioni and Ms Reggiani 
came to my house, and she 
promised me lots of money 
even if thing s went badly," he 
told the court 

Mr Gcala said be hesitated 
at first, mulling over the possi- 
bility of recording a conversa- 
tion with Ms Reggiani and nsmg 
it to extort money from Gucci. 

But Mr Cicala had loan- 
sharks breathing down his neck, 
and Ms Reggiani came up with 
the money quickly. “1 met her 
a while later in the Jamaica bar 
in Milan. She asked me to 
speed things up." he said. 


Shortly afterwards Ms An- 
riemma phoned to inform him 
that it was time for action; 
“The parcel has arrived,” she 
announced. 

The next day, at 835am, 
Gucci was hit by four bullets as 
he entered his office in central 
MilaiL The killer, whom no one 
saw clearly, made off in a car 
which has never been found. 

It was months before inves- 


hgators ^ suspicions nraiedin on 
Ms Reggiani. The Guccis, fa- 
mous for their truculence, were 
not short of enemies.' 

Initial inquiries focused on 


tags since selling off his 50 per 
cent stake in the family luxury 
leather goods family in 1993. 

Ms Reggianf s possible mo- 
tives for wanting her husband 
killed were numerous: in 1992 
she had had a massive brain tu- 
mour removed in an operation 
which left her prone to epilep- 
tic fits and periods of memory 
loss: her husband was highly un- 
sympathetic throughout her Al- 
ness, she has said. 

Then in 1994, the Guccis 
went through an acrimonious 
divorce, after which he ne- 
glected his daughters. At the 
time of his murder, Gucd was 
reportedly about to many his 
companion, Paola Franchi, in a 
development Ms Reggiani 
feared would deprive their 
daughters of their inheritance. 

Ms Reggiam’s lawyer, Gio- 
vanni Maria Dedola, has aigued 
that there is an abyss between 
saying you would like to see 
your ex-husband dead and ac- 
tually ordering his murder. 

Moreover, he added, “my 
client is a seriously ill woman, 
and quite incapable of making 
such a dreadful decision’'. 

After Mr Cicala’s confes- 
sion, he wQl have a much harder 
time proving his case. 
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French pilots 
win new offer 
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THE CAR THAT SELLS ITSELF - ON A PLATE. 


By John Lichfield 

in Pans 

THE FRENCH government 
opened its wallet yesterday in 
an attempt to end the strike by 
Air France pilots, which threat- 
ens to disrupt travel to the 
football World Cup next week. 

As negotiations between the 
airlines and pilots’ unions re- 
sumed after four days of dead- 
lock. the transport minis ter, 
Jean-Claude Gayssot, told a 
boisterous French parliament 
he was considering “addition- 
al" measures to help the state- 
owned airline. 

According to Le Monde, this 
could take the form of tempo- 
rary exemptions, or reductions, 
on employment contributions. 
At the same time, the airline has 
let it be known that it is pre- 
pared to soften its demands for 
a 15 per cent cut in pilots' wages 
over three years. 

More than SO per cent of in- 
ternal and foreign frights by Air 
France flights were cancelled 
yesterday, a slight improve- 
ment on the first day of the 
strike. 

The French media, of both 
right and left, has condemned 
the pilots' action as a gratuitous 
blot on the modern, forward- 
looking image which France 
hoped to project during the 
World Cup. .As the negotiations 


continued last night, however, 
it appeared to be the govern- 
ment and the airline which 
were preparing to bafl out 

Air France has demanded a 
15 per cent cut in pitots’ salaries 
to improve its competitiveness 
and assist the company’s partial 
privatisation this autumn. 

In return, management has 
offered the pilots shares in the 
part-floated company. Hie pi- 
lots' unions have said they 
could only accept this offer if 
they were able to daw back the 
wage cuts in the next few years. 

The director-general of Air 
France, Pierre-Henri Gour- 
geon, said such a demand was 
not “necessarily an obstade” to 
negotiation. 

Pilots who preferred not to 
take the shares would have 
their salaries frozen at present 
levels. This would leave the air- 
line short of its stated aim of re- 
ducing its pilots' wage bill by 
£50m a year. 

Mr Gayssot, a Communist 
and former transport union 
leader, told the National As- 
sembly the whole burden of sav- 
ings should not necessarily fall 
on the pilots. 

The government would con- 
sider “additional" ways of help- 
ing Air France. Subsidies, in the 
form of tax breaks, may, how- 
ever, fall foul of EU competi- 
tion law. 


Kosovo refugee alert 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) - 
International aid organisations 
yesterday warned that thou- 
sands of Albanians were flee- 
ing the upsurge of violence in 
Serbia’s Kosovo province. 

All communications with 
western Kosovo, where Serb 
forces have intensified their 
campaign to wipe oat ethnic 
Albanian separatists, remained 

cut off yesterday. 

The Serbs say their forces in 
western Kosovo are fi ghting 
guerrillas, who want Kosovo to 
be independent from Serbia. 
Refugees interviewed in Albania 


said they fled massive sh illing 
by Serbian forces. They spoke 
of some C500 massed in the vil- 
lage of Jonik. 

Some 2,000 people Grom 
Kosovo crossed into northern 
Albania on Sunday and Mon- 
day Thousands more have ben 

displaced in the province itself, 

Kris Janowsld, of the UN Bigh 
Commission for Refugees, said 
in Geneva. 

Virtually the entire Alban- 
ian population of the Kosovo 
border villages of Jonik and 
Dficmie Bed under the attack, 
he said. 
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Carrots 


and the 




schtick 


\ new. orchestral tribute to Bugs Bunny has amused 
ind impressed the man who brought the rascally 
■abbit to the silver screen. By Charlotte O’Sullivan 


'• - . ■ r'_t 


IUGS BUNNY - the most cynical, worid- 
-eary cartoon character of them alL How 
i ting that the man who helped create him, 

- Ihuck Janes, should have a few doubts 

bout Life himself. Asked what be consid- 
rs the most important mistake of the bn- 
tan race, the 85-year-old animator 
Madpans: “Getting bom.” 

' The reason I’m talking to Jones (by 
hone, sadly - he is not well at the moment) 

■ a new show on the South Bank, Bugs 
Tinny On Broadway. Tbnight and tomor- 
jw, a selection of Wimer Brother’s shorts 
fourteen in all, including What's Up Doc?, 
he Rabbit of Seville and One Froggy 
verting) will be accompanied by the 
■joyal Festival Orchestra. 

Deliriously hyperactive, dizzyingjy self- 
•flexive, what all these cartoons share is 
view of humanity as obsessive, self- 
e feating and absurd. Where did all this 
mni c gloom spring from? Jones grew up 
i Hollywood, the land of sunshine and 
^unoozing. His home life, however, was 
jtyy different. All the family had to bring 

book to the breakfast table because his 

ither demanded silence. 

“My father used to say, It’s hard 
nough to wake up and face the day witb- 
ut people babbling at you’." 

So, as well as doodling in every spare 
loment Jones took to books. Al the age 
f four, he discovered Unde Vanya. What 
t e wanted to find, he quicklytells me, was 
follow-up to the kids' book Uncle Wiggly. 

I tefi him that anecdote sounds too good 

i be true, the perfect Jbhes-tfjte coMon 

f hi^ andlowadtme^buthesweasfliats 

“Wen^^Sgpt any place with Un- 
V Vanya. I was just insulted they wrote 
Mnething I couldn’t understand’. 

The books he did manage to get some 

~ lace vrith were those written by Dorothy 

*'• arker (Tve read everything by her) and 

• %rk Twain. “I was raised on Tram, 

jcafls Jones, suddenly earnest Hjs two 

- Kuriles books of TWain an A Tramp 

- Wood and Roughing It. I say IVe never 

• " r eard of either book and Jones gasps m 

' error: “Oh. theyVe got them in 'totten- 
am Court Road, I’ve seen them there. 

• " What a great image - one 

ver another in a noisy comer of 
•- But what is it he so likes about Ttaun- 

He was funny, but he never let anytomg 

n- scape unscathed. Someone asked Tbram 

c bout the Jews once - anti-sermtism was 
fe at that time - and he said. They are 
lembers of the human race - worse than 
lat I can say of no one’. 

Jones cracks up cbestfly. 

Not surprisingly, 

- .on Schlesinger Studio (later sold to 

■ ^eSS)in»36,Ws mag 

aafted into the cinema. One of Jones 

Stei^n the* fourth chapter of 
*■ ldeb j one s rever enuaUy, 

°i!>hiread when I was seven years old, 

“ ^e-s tee and the chase I used 

jr Coyote." 



Chuck Jones, the driving force 
behind Bugs Bunny, credits the 
works of Mark Twain for much 
of his inspiration 

Photograph: Dean Diaz 




Did the Warner Brothers’ heads 
appreciate such la-di-da cross-fertilisa- 
tion? “The bosses weren’t paying atten- 
tion,” says Jones. They didn’t give a damn 
what we ffid because the major studios who 
wanted features had to take the shorts.” 
j^nuMirohm the animation unit 


was dosed down in 1953 (Jack Warner 

though the crare for 3D would kill the car- 
toon star). Moving to Disney Studios, Jones 
was dismayed to discover that “Walt want- 
ed total control”. Jones couldn’t bear it 
“Walt couldn’t even draw and some very 

bad pictures were put out” After ontyfom 

months, he snuck back to Warners, which 

was just being re-opened. 

These days, Jones is a sacred being, itte 
esta blishm ent has him clasped tightly to its 
bosom (he has received two 
Awards, induding an honorary Oscar m 

1996 and has a unique, iO-yMrconttact 

with Warner, signed on his 
But he’s aware his misanthropic tenden- 
cies, his instinctive distaste for authority, 
could have cost him such populanty- 
When 1 ask about the grisly C^w 
Hound, for instance, (which has a buUdog 
destroyed by the cat and mouse be has 
cruelly oppressed) Jones chortles ^?f nf1 

been that daik Td have wound up more bke 


Robert Crumb or those Finnish boys I love, 
the Brothers Quay.” 

Indeed, far from playing the grand old 
man, there’s something of the sweet 
libidinous nerd about Jones. When I'm fins 
put through to him, he cries gleefully: A 
girl! I’m always fascinated by girls!" 

Later, I mention Crumb’s confession 
that be had a crush on Bugs Bunny, half 
expecting Jones to rush to Bug’s chaste 
defence. Instead, he giggles. “Sure. Bugs 
is a sex object He isn't just funny or cute. 
Why would you be attracted to something 
if sex wasn’t involved?" 

Jones was also delighted that there were 
“very few children” when he went to see 

the show in New York. He’s always had his 

grown-up fans, of course, Peter Bog- 
danovich and Ray Bradbury among them, 

bui now a wider cross-section will be able 

to re-appreciate his work. 

Just as his hero. Twain, is now remem- 
bered primarily for Huckleberry Finn, 
Charles M Jones is best known for Bugs. 
Lazy minds associate both characters with 
the innocence of childhood. 

But as Jones would be the first to say. 
That’s not ah Folks! 
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concert and were very pleased whence 
deal came to fruition. As this is the first 
no teal idea how 


Robbie 
Williams 
will be 

appearing 

in afiving 
room near 
you tonight 






confrontanoi^ Eubank ana 

seeing 

fighr but— Ro star has been 

The for®^ e ™i regeneration 
using his successfi^^^ pay-per-view 

to promote the 

nop concert. Courtesy UJtobbie 

- dfoi£9 ^rvo^^” 

Williams - in 

nt Rpm tonight- t London s 

•lesssg-iss 

not be too long ^ ear ^Uveon tfite' 


empire on the popularity °f 

Sc& and major bmng “ 

these audiences are hunted 

WMe Robbie Wlhaiffi may 

’n^tisfrevery music lover, bow many 

SSSss-n* 


“2-ypsisi? 

S^SfcwereofEeredfte rights to *e 


cvemofittkinawenavcnwiw^-**^’ 

successful it will be, but weVe efiectively 
re-opened the gates for the fans. 

“When the figures come in after 
tonight’s event well have a much better 
idea of whether well schedule other 
events of this kind in the future and what 
sort of viewing figures to expecL” 

Last week the BBC broadcast The 
Vferve’s live performance in Wigan. The 

concert was a sell-out, but if the Robbie 

Williams event is a success, many £*0- 
ing bands may turn to Murdoch for a 
higher return on their television rights. 

“We are public service broadcasters 
and we want to appeal to a wider midr- 
ence” said Andrew Skinner, 
Deputy Head of Publicity. “S ky’s o per- 
adon and fimdingaiedifierent 
so it’s difficult to make a direct 
comparison. People can choose MUO pay 

for Robbie Wiliams, bm people wm hare 

already paid for our broadcasts so we re 
committed to universal access.” 

“Let me entertain you" is the mesrage 

that Robbie WflHams has been sending 

Sky viewers for weeks. 

And so he will - at a price. 


-Afister Morgan 



Independent and Selfridges have 
gain joined forces - this time for a 
elebration of summer food and 
Irink on the 3nd June. On offer will 
, e a variety of demonstrations from 
eading producers and suppliers, 
ncluding caviar, beer and wine 
:utorials, a sushi-making demon- 
stration and innumerable tutored 
tastings. 


Each reader will be greeted with a 
complimentary glass of Selfridges 
champagne and receive a free bottle 
of Selfridges own-label cold pressed 
extra-virgin olive oil. Free parking for 
up to two hours is also available for 
readers spending more than £10. 


Tickets for the event cost only 
£10 and can be bought on the 
door. Entry to the event is via the 
Orchard Street doors of Selfh'dges, 
400 Oxford StreetWI. 
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Fame, fortune and Freud 


If celebrity is a commodity, then Matthew ■ 
Freud’s PR empire has cornered the 
market By Paul McCann 


ON SUNDAY afternoon, eagle- 
eyed viewers of Sky TV’s Breaking 
News story on the departure of 
Geri Halliwell from the Spice Girls 
could see the name Freud Com- 
munications on the press releases be- 
ing handed out to journalists. 

The recruitment of Ginger Spice 
to PR man Matthew Freud's stable 
should have come as no surprise. 
From Chris Evans to Damien Hirst, 
from New Labour to Planet Holly- 
wood, the 34-year-old great-grand- 
son of the founder of psychoanalysis 
is at one with the Zeitgeist. 

Far in a tune when B-list mod- 
els and TV presenters can make a 
living from getting out of a taxi in a 
short skirt, the spirit of our age is 
celebrity. And celebrities are 
Matthew Freud's business. 

He represents a string of corpo- 
rate clients, such as BT Pepsi, 
BSkyB and Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en, but more importantly, he han- 
dles the PR for celebrities ranging 
from Sieve Coogan to Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and events from the 
Young Labour Party conference to 
the Baft a awards. 

The best way to comprehend the 
rise and rise of Matthew Freud is to 
understand that when he started his 
company in 1983 - in his Glouces- 
ter Place flat with Uri Ge/ier and the 
British Precision Flying Team as 
clients, two staff and a cat called Spot 
- there was only one showbusiness 
gossip column in British newspapers. 
It was called Hd Lib and ran in the 
London Evening Standard. Shortly 
afterwards however, the Sun start- 
ed its Bizarre column and soon all 
the tabloids had their own versions 
crying out for celebrity tit-bits, puffs 
and gossip. 

'This has all progressed to the 
point where now six or seven pages 
of a tabloid can be devoted to a show- 
business story," says a dose friend of 
Freud's. This makes Matthew’s 
business much, much easier.” 

It is not only easier, it is essen- 
tial. If Matthew Freud did not ex- 
ist, the tabloid press would need to 
invent him - someone who could be 
a central clearing house for the per- 
sonality-driven stories that represent 
so much of their coverage. 

Indeed, so important is Freud’s 
stable to the tabloids that they call 
him - traditionally PR phone traf- 
fic is ail the other way. 

Showbusiness reporters would 
hate to admit it, but he is the story 
conduit too often to be ignored. And 
even although some newspapers 
are closer to him than others, there 
are times when everyone needs to 
deal with him. On Monday, thanks 
to the Geri Halliwell story and 
Chris Evans' intervention in the Paul 


Gascoigne saga, his office logged 400 
c al ls to him personally. 

The secret of FreucTs success was 
the early realisation that celebrity is 
a commodity. Across his client list, 
from Pizza Hut to Ftps, celebrity en- 
dorsement is at the heart of the mar- 
keting and PR strategy. 

And his ubiquity means that he 
has moved beyond sample PR to 
putting together packages that make 
him money all the way down the line. 
A typical Freud event works like this: 
a party will be held at Planet Hol- 
lywood, (a dient); it is held to pro- 
mote a movie such as Titanic (a 
client); to get coverage, celebrities 
(mainly his clients) will appear; it will 
then be covered by Virgin Radio (a 
client), or Sky News (also a dient). 

He has managed in the fame fac- 
tory to take on a kind of vertical in- 
tegration - just like the way a 
brewery buys a pub chain. 

Freud himself sees his agency as 
in the same mould as Michael 
Ovjtz’s Hollywood agency CAA. In 
the Eighties, Ovitz pioneered the 
movie "package" of star, script and 
director. Freud too can now put to- 
gether a star, a broadcaster, a TV 
production company and a com- 
mercial sponsor-all from his books 
- to create a new TV show that he 
would, of course, promote. 

It is this business acumen that 
most former and current employees 
are happy lo talk about. They are uni- 
versally flattering about his talents, 
his charisma and his loyalty. He wins 
new business, they say, with a com- 
bination of connections and ideas. 

The only worries that emerge are 
about what happens when the ini- 
tial Freud enthusiasm for an account 
wanes. He has been criticised for 
working staff hard and paying them 
poorly, but this is no novelty in the 
PR industry. Furthermore, those 
who have worked for him and 
thrived don't seem to mind. 

"Sure, 1 was young, and paid very 
little, and worked really hard,” says 
former Freud employee Cath Tay- 
lor, who recently set up her own PR 
company. "But you get the very best 
experience, the very best contacts - 
and doors open for you when you 
leave because of your training.” 

Colleagues are less keen to talk 
about his private life. Freud under- 
stands celebrity well enough that he 
tries to stay out of the headlines him- 
self. As the son of former liberal MP 
Clement, brother of TV presenter 
Emma Freud, and a member of that 
family, celebrity attracts to him. 
They are dose - Matthew used lo 
get his staff in the early days to help 
canvass for his dad. 

His fear of fame is probably jus- 
tified. There are rumours circulating 



The A-List: 
Matthew’s 
friends 


Client: Chris Evate 



Client: Steve Coogan 



Client: Geri Halliwell 




Friend: Peter Mandelson 


Everything about Freud screams celebrity spin-doctor. But there's more to him than that 


about problems with his marriage to 
former employee Caroline Hutton 
and he has already been given a thor- 
ough going-over by a formergirtfiieod 
in Punch magazine which described 
him having sex while making business 
calls. Diary columns have taken to 
dropping hints about bis friendship 
with BSkyB’s general manager, Elis- 
abeth Murdoch, daughter of Rupert. 

But lying low is not easy. He is a 
partner in the trendy London restau- 


rants Quo \&dis and Pharmacy- the 
latter with Damien Hirst He sits on 
the board of the Millennium Dome 
and is well-connected within the 
Labour Party, of which he is a 
member. He has no personal polit- 
ical ambitions himself - a drugs con- 
viction when he was 17 has probably 
seen to that anyway - but bis par- 
ties at Labour conferences and his 
friendship with Peter Mandelson 
mean that he has access, and more 


importantly, contacts in all the 
places where it counts. 

He also has money. He sold his 
company to advertising agency Ab- 
bott Mead Vickers for £2m. al- 
though he remains chairman and 
could make as much as £8m over five 
years in performance bonuses. 

Everything about him screams 
celebrity spin-doctor, and yet there 
are anomalies. He travels to India 
once a year to visit an ashram and 


Photograph: Tom Riston 


in interviews he claims to enjoy car- 
pentry more than being out on the 
town. And most unusually In an in- 
dustry notorious for its bitchiness, 
most people are very nice about him. 

Yet Matthew Freud’s finger is in 
too many pies for him to retain his 
anonymity for much Longer. No 
matter what power he might yield 
over the press, like Peter Mandelson 
and Alasiarr Campbell before him: 
the PR man is becoming the story. 






Partner: Damien Hirst 
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Who is going to care for my mother? 


When jon Snow's elderly parent was 
stricken with Alzheimer's, he struggled 
to find her a home. By Glenda Cooper 


“THE stench of urine and the 
stench of the chemicals used 
to combat it The whole thing 
was ghastly," says Jon Snow. 
"There were all these slumped 
figures in chairs. This is the hid- 
den part of care in the com- 
munity that we just never have 
to think about.” 

Tbday the Channel 4 news- 
reader will address the annu- 
al general meeting of the 
charity Counsel and Care, 
telling about his “dreadful” 
feelings of guilt at having to put 
his elderly mother, Joan, into 
a home. 

Alzheimer’s disease affects 
350,000 people in Britain and 
is expected to affect 1 million 

in the next century. It is a phys- 
ical condition whidi attacks the 
brain cells and although diag- 
nosis is difficult, symptoms 
usually manifest themselves 
within six months to a year. It 
affects one in 20 over-65s and 
one in five over-8fls. 

Jon Snow’s mother, now 87, 
darted to develop Alzheimer’s 
disease 10 years ago, and Jon 
and his two brothers faced a 
straggle to txy to find a home 
for her to live in. 

As the population ages it is 
an increasing problem for sons 
and daughters, who may be ex- 
perts on chfldcare, but have lit- 
tle knowledge of how to find 
a good home for their parents. 


“It’s a desert out there," 
says Mr Snow. “We found an 
absence of support and of 
course you never have any real 
sense of who to contact and 
even when you do find who to 
contact there's not much in- 
formation. There's such a lot 
of sink provision." 

In the early stages of the 
disease, Joan remained in her 
own home in rural Dorset, with 
neighbours keeping an eye on 
her. “It was her neighbours - 
both much older than my 
mother - who bore the brunt 
of what was happening to 
her," says Mr Snow. 

“At first they were desper- 
ate to help her stay in her own 
home. But finally, after a suc- 
cession of chaotic adventures, 
we decided she would have to 
move. They had done a fan- 
tastic job to keep her going, but 
she was hallucinating and in 
the Dorset countryside there 
isn't much peripatetic care. 

“Oblivious to the gravity of 
her true condition, we set out 
to find the most beautiful lo- 
cal surroundings. We came 
up with two wonderful homes. 
She was out of the first in a 
night and out of the second in 
two. She finished up in Boole 
General Hospital on drugs. 
The geriatricians said we had 
to have her out of hospital and 
housed in a fortnight.” 


The main problem the 
Snows faced was that while 
there were plenty of residen- 
tial homes, there were fewer 
willing to take on an 
Alzheimer's sufferer who re- 
quired quite intensive care. 

“There were a Jot of gen- 
eral old people’s homes which 
were absolutely fine, where 
people have no problem living 
a pleasurable existence. The 
drawback is they don’t have the 
intensive medical care thal 
was needed. 

“There's a combination of 




|/* • 




exploitation and inadequate 
and inappropriate care for 
Alzheimer’s victims. There’s 
not a lot of good provision and 
it's only later you discover 
which is which. 

“What happens is that 
there’s . a crisis and the indi- 
vidual gels taken by ambulance 
and put into a geriatric ward 
and you’re given notice to put 
them into a home. What do 
you do? The hospital says 
‘here's a list of approved 
homes’ and you find that they 
arc all full or they don’t exist 





any more or they don’t take 
that kind of palienL 

“The first long-term facil- 
ity we found for her was ghast- 
ly. She was locked in every 
night and my mother has a 
phobia about being locked in. 
We were only alerted because 
a member of staff put their job 
on the line and told us. 

“We wrote to every single 
social services department in 
the countiy and got a lisl of 
homes from each. I was ruth- 
less in my refusal to accept less 
than the best.” 


jon Snow: ‘I was ruthless 
in my refusal to accept 
less than the besf 


Guilt wrestled with reality 
as each of Joan’s sons trudged 
across Britain in search of a vi- 
able old people's home. 

“The provision was ghast- 
ly almost universally. All over 
the countiy we met similar sons 
and daughters facing similar \ 
conflicts. Many facilities we 
found had long waiting fists - ; 

they would talk about three l 

months and we had to find my - | 

mother something in weeks.” i 

The Snows were fortunate. \ 

They found a home in Ox- 1 

fords hire, widely regarded as ■ j 
one of the few specialist units 
in the countiy. A place became ' " l 
available and Joan remains - - l 
there to this day. Mr Snow says } 

he stiff has to deal with “ter- ' . 
rible guilt". 

“You have to lake respan- ? 

sibility for taking someone '■ 

out of their own home before - 

thty blow themselves up with ? - 
the gas, or giving them the 

freedom to Wow themselves up • 

with the gas, and it's difficult r 

It s a very big step, fairing 
someone's independence away 
from them. And what you ; - ■ '[ 
know is thai howevergood the . j 5 . 
home, it isn’t a place you would ijmL 
want to be in yourself. You '^r 
don't know what's going on in- ■ . ■:? 
side of the mind of the victim* 

I really have no idea of what my • ’* 
mother is capable of knowing. 

I hope not very much." v 
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at style of swimwear will suit your body 




sfor 
e aid 




I shape! Fashion editor Tamsin Blanchard found out Illustrations by Angela 


Dundee 


Stocky 


Multi-colour striped vest 
and matching bikini 
bottoms, £125, by 
Missoni, from Harrods, 

Knightsbridge, London, 
SWI , enquiries 0171-839 
4455. 
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String 

Bean 

Bl*ckswim- 

suitwithnude 

sides, £170, by 
Liza; Bruce, 

9 Pont Street, 
London, Wl, 
enquiries 0171- 
235 8423. 
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Big 

Bottom 

pictured befowr 
Pale green 
swimsuit, £75, 
by Calvin Klein, 
55 New Bond 
Street, London, 
Wl, enq u iries • 
0171-491 9094. • 


How to avoid a 
bikini blunder 
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Pear 

Shaped 

Blue swimsuit, 
£190, by La 
pieria, Harvey 
Nichols, 
Knightsbridge, 
London, SW3, 
enquiries 0171 
436 5864 



White vest 
and bikini 
bottoms 
£180, both by 
Liza Bruce, 
as before. 
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SALES assistants who work in 
swimwear departments see it 
alL They see sights most ot us 
would rather keep in the ctm- 

finesofombedrootffiormthe 

gQonyn^ofacrowck^stipetx* 

of the Costa del SoL 

Behind the fittingrroom cur- 
tains women of all shapes and 
their bodies into 
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swimsuits aw TT”.., 

ten with only three ide^ 
s^inndnd.Andv^are 

nmgemrany shaped “3^ 
dose to their own ideal, never 
mind that of a swimwear com- 

P1 “a perfect cop size 
usually correlate to th« ■ 
meSements designed togo 
ZTir And vice versa. Why 
HkLis are not sold in separate 

Sjj«s 13“ In** 61 ® and . b ^ 

Jdth proper 

-s h «— 

girfSMs 

sassaas 

third of those studied 

were gearing 
clothes that fit- 
ted them ^ 
properly. 

Not SUT- 

P^tulo'nsider ho« Undt- 

- W oP^Tu^ 

^ear' .ha proWe* is 


under the surgeon’s knife, to 
our writer Melanie’s svelte, 
slim runner-bean figure for 
which those who hadn’t opted 
for the splendid pofoine would 
submit themselves to the most 
excruciating liposuction. 

As forme,! would dass my- 
self - without wanting to put 
uwseJf through the rigours of a 

tape measure -as a “medium , 

with some excess baggage 

around the hips and middle that 

I would much rather leave at 
home. No matter what our 
shape, however, we are all m 
agreement that when it comes 
to exposing our b odies on a 

beachornextwaswnnm^- 

pool, we would all be grateful 
for a little bit of extra help. 


hidden in a layer inside. If you 
have the budget, however, in- 
vest in Liza Bruce, the 

swimwear desgner who works 

in industrial-weight Lycra to 

keep the most lively of figures 

firmly under control, whether 
for swimming or playing vol- 
leyball on the beach. For 

women with long or short 

torsos, the vest and 
knicker option is also 

recommended, so 

you don’t have 


rs-iiss.'t 

describes- as fac ^ 1vage for 

pien^, “Sldgo 
„hicb many women 6 




The intre- 
pid Sophia set out to 

hW the swimwear depart- 

m ^of Harrods and Har^ 

Svhols. which between them 

^^selcdrionofttede- 

S t P ^awitb big 

swimsuit and bitom 
^ the ngtt 

top5 S?S^s aren't in the 

^ t plaSdoo’ lb ^ iCSl,e 

says. on for a vest and 

•!^nlh hidden support. 
]a0 ^ nencer have inge- 


the prob- 
lem of a 
swimsuit be- 
ing too tight or 
too loose at the 
crotch. You can 
wear it so that it 


vouwanttoslapon tne u v pn 

teetkmand catch some rays. 

For those wanting a bit ot 
snpport ah over Calvin Kletfs 
all-in-one with detachable hal- 
ter strap has boning m the 
bust seams, a support panel at 
the tummy and some extra gnp 
and uplift at the bottom. 

For the great British pear 
shape. La Peria has jnst rite 

thing: aone-shouktered bathing 
■rtMitinn BWJ1V from 



theo£BWnngnips.ii®«-'*'- 

alivdy tow cut on the leg so you 
don’t have to go for an all-over 

body wax every time you go for 

a paddle. 

Slim women who go straight 
wand down are not usually 
allowed to complain about their 


•2$ body shape. But 

Liza Bruce -again 

_ has a swimsuit 
that will make the 
stringiest of string 

beans look as curvy as 

Marilyn Monroe - 
well, almost. A black 
panel in the middle 
covers the parts you 
don’t want to expose to 
all and sundry, while 
mesh side-panels become 
invisible when wet and cre- 
ate the illusion that you go 
in and out in all the right 
places. Obvious, really- 

And if your body doesn’t 
correspond to any of these, do 
not despam It’s not your body 
shape that is the problem, it’s 
the swimwear manufacturers. 

They would argue that they 
do not have the resources to 

cower every body shape and size. 

But help is at hand. Margaret 
Ann, an underwear, corse try 
and swimwear specialist in 
ran-mins ter. offers'* huge range 
of sizes from a size 30 AA up to 
a 56E bra in both bikinis and 
one-piece suits. 

The company also has a 
mastectomy service - as does 
Splash Out, a Worthing-based 
swimwear company that will 
even make a swimsuit to your 
specifications. Tb have an in- 
dividual pattern made costs 
£15-£20, and a made-to-mea- 
sure swimsuit costs frexn £29 for 

a plain style and £31 for a pat- 
terned one. Off the peg is also 

available and suits can be 
altered by designer Maurera 

Smyth for as little asfl.Noth- 

ing, however small, tall, wide, 
ipb^ided, round or wide, is con- 
sidered a problem. 

And that way, you don’t 
have to suffer humiliation m a 
fluorescem-tube-lit department 

store cubicle. Happy holidays. 

Margaret Ann, 01985 840520- 
SpIaskOui, 01903 230861- 



THIS SUMMER, TAKE YOUR OWN 
LIFEGUARDS TO THE BEACH. 





In line with The Health Education Authority Sun Safety Code^ 

• Take care notto bum • Seek shatfe between 

• Cover up with a hat 11arnand3pm 

and T-shirt • Apply a minimum oft- SPF 

• Protect children 
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Brown grasps at 
the holy grail 

THE GOLDEN RULE. Sounds mystical, doesn't it? It is the grail that 
successive Chancellors have grasped at but never quite managed to attain. 
Put simply, it says that a prudent government, like a wise individual or com- 
pany, should never borrow to consume, but only to invest. Gordon Brown 
is the latest politician to seek the grail. He believes that it is the key to 
sound public finances and the best guarantee for the future of our public 
services. He is right, and he deserves our support. 

If the golden rule is so straightforward and worthy, why has it proved so 
elusive'.* The reasons arc straightforward. Politicians, have always found it 
difficult to resist the temptation to borrow to spend more on the public ser- 
vices. Harold Wilson supposed that the civilising mission of state-sponsored 
spending would provide what the Pyramids, cathedrals and railways had pro- 
vided in the past. Institutional Lmksbe tween the trade unions and the Labour 
Party fostered the cause of the public sector, especially over pay. Despite 
New Labour's “no favours ' 1 approach, this remains one of the many intense 
pressures on the Chancellor. The TUC went to see him yesterday to tell him 
to spend his “surplus cash" on the public services. They argue that “it is no 
use having a surplus if we still have long hospital waiting lists, large class 
sizes and teachers, nurses and doctors leaving the service”. 

But. whilst across-the-board rises cannot be afforded, HM Treasury is, 
as The Independent reported yesterday, in fact aware that there is a prob- 
lem with public sector pay falling behind the private sector. The Treasury 
is, rightly, planning to direct what little funding it has found as a result of 
the comprehensive spending review towards key “front-line” staff who take 
on extra responsibilities. This is an imaginative and responsible approach 
to balancing the need for prudent finances and rewarding the most hard- 
pressed and talented of our health and teaching professionals. 

It is tempting to caricature what the Chancellor is planning - a series of 
budget surpluses - as building up a pre-election fund ready to woo the elec- 
torate when the time comes. This is unfair. One day we will be grateful that 
we do indeed have a substantial buffer to protect our public services when 
a depressed economy provides too little in tax to fund education and health 
properly. That is a perfectly legitimate ambition. By the standards of our 
recent history, it might even be thought of as a golden one, too. 

National Lottery fever 
needs to be calmed 


THE REASON why the profits of the National Lottery are running at £lm 
a week is not that Camelot is raiding money that should be going to good 
causes but that the lotteiy is far more successful than anyone could have 
foreseen. The profrt is simply the result of Camelot efficiently running a mo- 
nopoly granted to it by the Government. No one was to know what instinc- 
tive, impulsive and compulsive a breed of gamblers the British would turn 
out to be. That is the real problem. The image of a nation of little gamblers 
who cannot resist just having a trivial flutter every week ts for from the truth. 
Those least able to gamble are doing so excessively. Even if it was not de- 
signed to be. the lottery seems to be a very good vehicle for inducing ad- 
diction. There is all the showbiz that has been attached to the draws, including 
the execrable new BBC show on Saturday nights. There is the “it could be 
you" advertising that never mentions the 14-miIlion-to-one odds against win- 
ning the jackpot. And there is the additional midweek draw that especially 
tempts those many souls who always choose the same six numbers. 

Distasteful and miserable though much of the lottery phenomenon is, 
this is certainly one genie that will never be put back in its bottle, if only 
because too many public projects have, sadly, come to rely on it for fund- 
ing. But there are limited, pragmatic, measures that could easily be taken 
to rein the lottery in. Camelot should be granted no more draws. When the 
Government comes to look at the new licence applications it could limit 
the lotteiy to one draw a week. It could easily take the glamour out of the 
TV coverage. Most importantly, the lottery organisers should be required 
to show how their proposals would minimise addiction and make provision 
for those individuals who are unfortunate enough to have their lives wrecked 
by the lottery. In some ways the lottery has been a tremendous success and 
has helped the so-called good causes. But the time has come to recognise 
the harm it has brought in its wake and to civilise it as far as we can. 

Fame fit for pigs 

THE DIFFERENT fates of Paul Gascoigne, Geri Halliwell and even some 
Tbry politicians tell us quite a lot about the stale of fame. The modern celebri- 
ty must fail, it seems, into one of two categories: those who make a little tal- 
ent go a long way; and those whose genius is so fatally flawed that they 
self-destruct So, Ginger Spice was not the most musically talented but cap- 
italised on her flair as a businesswoman to emerge asprima inter Spices. Paul 
Gascoigne is the obvious flawed genius. Ann Widdecombe's career, fasci- 
natingly, has straddled both categories; a political suicide attack on Michael 
Howard last year (flawed genius) was followed by a very skilful exploitation 
of formidable but narrow political stalls to win her recent promotion. 

Enter the pigs. The Tamworth Two are emphatically not flawed geniuses. 
Although they are highly intelligent creatures with correspondingly com- 
plex personalities, they will probably, never bother to go drinking with Chris 
Evans. They got one good break down at the abattoir (for which they made 
sure they were LOO per cent fit) and they know how to hog the limelight 
on the back of it. One cannot blame them for charging £1,500 per porcine . 
appearance but this seems a damning, if comic, indictment on where celebri- 
ty stands today. 
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Work or family 

Sir Your leading article (1 June) says 
“there is a big difference between the 
sexes in how they balance the de- 
mands of work and family life; on the 
whole, women do and men don’t”. 

That is the opposite of what the 
survey you report suggests. You state 
that women suffer most over the loss 
of personal life through work. The dif- 
ference between men and women on 
this point, however is very small - 61 
per cent of women and 55 per cent 
of men reported this in the survey. 
The parallel report by Opportunity 
2000 found no differences between 
young men and women on this point 

You welcome the idea that the 
terms of the work/life debate are mov- 
ing beyond the gender war, that it is 
in the interests of both sexes that the 
culture of work should change. But 
you remain stuck in the language of 
the gender war. You have consistently 
argued that women need to be per- 
mitted more choices. Meanwhile, you 
tell men that their “attitudes” need 
to change. You still present one sex 
as victim, the other as offender. 

Society imposes stereotypical roles 
on both men and women. Any per- 
son stepping out of role, women into 
work, or men into childcare, feces sex- 
ism. As a part-time carer of my 
child, I can recount numerous little 
exclusions (such as the weekly “mums 
and toddlers" group that I attend). 
Men and women, particularly the 
young, are demanding an end to the 
boundaries that limit them. Women 
are demanding more participation in 
work, and men more participation in 
family life, particularly young men. 

For us, the gender war is ancient 
history. Young men and women 
want all that life can give them. Pub- 
lic policy must enable greater flexi- 
bility in both directions. This is about 
equal opportunities for both men and 
women in both work and childcare. 
DUNCAN FISHER 
CrickhoweU, Powys 

Sir Living together with a mortgage 
and having a family while both 
working is a matter of choice. Do 
those whom you favour with your 
skills have to be grateful and run their 
businesses to your convenience? 

ft would appear that the “whaL I 
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want I want now” culture is running 
up against the buffers of reality. If 
one wishes to indulge in all that's on 
offer, and that costs money, sacrifices 
have always had to be made; so let 
us have a little less whingeing. 
ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover, Hampshire 

Sir Last year, I gave up a well-paid 
full-time job with a large manufac- 
turing company. Working long hours 
was expected, and people were ex- 
pendable. I was beginning to hate both 
my job and the company. I am now 
self-employed and work three days a 
week for a consultancy company. 

I have no children but I do have 
elderly parents. I wanted to be here 
for them, to reduce my stress levels 
and to get a life. I chose to give up a 
good pension, a guaranteed regular 
income, paid holidays and sick leave. 

I have gained time; time to spend 
with my parents; time to see friends 
more often than once in six months; 
time to stop and talk with neighbours 
rather than a greeting in passing; time 
to do simple things like exploring lo- 
cal antique shops on quiet days 
mid-week, reading the papers in the 
garden on a sunny day, leaving the 
washing until tomorrow because 
I'm not working tomorrow. I'm 
healthier, calmer and much more ap- 
preciative of the things that really 
matter in my life. 

There is do magic secret -it is just 
a question of redefining your prior- 
ities and being honest about exact- 
ly what you want from life. If your 
priority is to be the next Richard 
Branson - good luck to you! Some- 
body has to do it but it won't be me. 
ROSE CAWLEY 
Driffield. Emsi Yorkshire 

Difficult Labour 

Sir: I was surprised by your leading 
article (29 May) praising Tony Blair’s 
“third way". While recent decisions 
on economic policy may indeed give 


the appearance of a principled posi- 
tion, in reality they are the worst sort 
of unprincipled compromise - first 
promising policies to please the trade 
unions, and then implementing them 
in such a way as to please the CBL 

Robin Cook's vaunted “ethical” 
foreign policy lies exposed as a sham. 
The “new" European policy consists 
in continuing with the previous gov- 
ernment's policies, but saying so 
more politely. At home Jack Straw has 
embarked on an unprecedented pro- 
gramme of populist authoritarianism. 
Even constitutional reform has large- 
ly been a sharm the new devolved par- 
liaments have few real powers, as all 
decisions on controveraal issues have 
been reserved to Westminster, while 
the shambles of electoral reform 
(was it really necessary to have a dif- 
ferent electoral system for every new 
body created?) stows every ago of be- 
ing gerrymandered to preserve a 
Labour majority. 

The Northern Ireland peace 
process is indeed an impressive 
achievement, but it stands alone. 

Dr JONATHAN A JONES 
Oxford 

Sin On Monday 1 June you led the 
paper with a story about a report on 
welfare by Gordon Brown which you 
said showed up differences between 
the Prime Minister and the Chan- 
cellor. At my morning briefing that 
day, l pointed out that the report was 
actually the product of the Labour 
Party’s Joint Policy Committee, of 
which the FYime Minister is daairman. 
In your feature on the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Chancellor (“An insider's 
guide to the rival wings of New 
Labour", 2 June), your reporter re- 
ferred to my “rebuttal" of Monday's 
story. It would have been more hon- 
est to spell out what the rebuttal was, 
difficult though it is for newspapers 
to admit their stories are wrong. 
ALASTAIR CAMPBELL 
10 Downing Street 
London SW1 


Sin So according to your “insider’s 
guide to the rival wings of New 
Labour" (2 June), John Monks is 
viewed as a “moderniser" who “nev- 
ertheless supports Swinton Rugby 
League Club". Good grief, does 
this mean New Labour views the sup- 
port of rugby league as a revisionist 
trait? Can I no longer support the 
London Broncos without a feeling 
of guilt that I am undermining Tony 
Blairs entire administration? 

But then, we all know about rug- 
by league don't we. all those whip- 
pets and flat caps and oh, how 
wonderfully quaint and Northern and 
wwking-class it is - all this and that 
poor man Monks still expects to be 
taken seriously as a progressive 
voice in the Labour movement! 
VINCENT JAMES MORGAN 
London NW6 

Banana islands 

Sir Trevor Phillips’ article “Debt re- 
lief for the Third World is not 
enough” (16 May) made some in- 
teresting points about developing 
countries and overseas companies 
which operate there. But the side- 
swipe at Geest Bananas was unwar- 
ranted. Hie implies that the Windward 
Islands are singie-jndustry economies, 
and that Geest Bananas somehow 
“rule the roost" in the Windwards. 

The Windward Islands have prob- 
ably the most participative banana 
industry in the world. Each island has 
its own Banana Growers' Associa- 
tion, owned and controlled by the 
farmers. These associations, to- 
gether with the Windward Island gov- 
ernments, own the Windward Islands 
Banana Development & Exporting 
Company, which in turn owns 50 per 
cent of Geest Bananas. Local fann- 
ers can therefore directly benefit 
from the shipping and marketing of 
their product. 

CKCOMERFORD 

Chief Executive, Geest Bananas Ltd 

Southampton 
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Fake science in schools 

Sin Congratulations to Emma. An-^ 
drew and Rebecca Fist for punctur- 
ing the can dle-under- a -jar 

experiment (“Pupils pour cold water 
on candle experiment”, 29 May). I 
gave up demonstrating this experi- 
ment 30 years agp because it is so ob- 
viously phoney and I find it surprising 
that text-books still refer to it. 

Your explanation is, however, 
also flawed. It is not mainly the heat- 
ing of the air before the jar is placed 
over the candle which causes trou- 
ble but the heating after this, which 
expands the air inside the jar, forc- 
ing bubbles out under the rim. On 
cooling back to room temperature, 
there is therefore much less air in the 
jar. A second, equally serious, flaw 
is the assumption that the candle will 
continue to bum until all the oxygen -£ 
in the air has been consumed. It will, 
in fact, cease to bum when the oxy- 
gen content has fallen from its nor-/l 
mal 21 per cent to about 15 percent 
A valid experiment of this type 
which overcomes both the above 
problems and gives an approxi- 
mately correct result involves ignit- 
ing yellow phosphorus under a 
bell-jar. It was demonstrated to me 
as an 1 1 -year-old 45 years ago but 
few schools take the trouble to do it '■ 
now. • 

All three main sciences have 
their jokers- in-th e-pack among 
school experiments. Having dis- 


tbe Fist children would like to takq j 
on the balloons- in-a-bc 11 -jar. which J 
purportedly shows what causes the . • 
lungs to inflate on inhalation, and (if 
the physics teachers' “spouting jar? 
which is erroneously supposed to ■ 
prove that water pressure increas- 
es with the height of a column of 
water. 

DEREK HAS LAM MSC 
Colne, Lancashire 

Musical disaster 

Sir It explains an awful lot if the 
Spice Girls were signed to Virgin by 
their Accident & Emergency de- 
partment, as Rosie Millard relates 
(Comment, 1 June). 

AL MURRAY 
Hampstead. London 


.s' «.iL ** 

■< . -A= " 


&K£ more : h 


The Gazza school of languages - it’s enough to make you weep 



MILES 

KINGTON 


IT’S NEARLY World Cup time, the time 
when thousands of you will be flooding 
across the Channel in search of football ful- 
filment in the grip of the passion and de- 
spair which can only come from supporting 
the England or Scotland football team! 

And that’s not alL You’ll also find they 
speak a different language over there in 
France. 

It’s called French. 

Why not I earn a modicum before you 
go there? It will really improve the qual- 
ity of life for you! 7b helpyou. I have drawn 
up a basic list of the phrases you will need 
to make sense of football life in France this 
fateful June. 

Ready? Here we go! 

Regardez Paul. 

Look at Paul. 

Fauvre PauL 

Poor Paul 

Raul s 'enrage. 


' Paul scans to be in a bit of a paddy about 
something. 

Qu’est-ce qu’fl a? 

What’s up with him now? 

On iui a chucbotd k I'oreifle qu’il ne va 
pas jouer pour Angleterre dans la lutte 
pour la Coupe Jules RimeL 

He has been told that he has been 
dropped from the final England squad l me- 
up. 

Oh la la la la! 

Blimey O'Reilly. 1 

D re peut pas le oroire. 

He is incredulous. 

D'abord, il ne comprend pas meme ce 
qu’on Iui diL 

7b begin with, he cannot believe his ears, 
and his ears cannot really belie iv it either. 

Hier soir, il a beaucoup bu. 

Last night he put a few away. 

Et maintenanl il a line lete comme Fin- 
ferieur d'un Aga- 


And now he is a bit fuzzy. 

Done, il ne peut pas dig 6 rer la nouvefle 
amere. 

So he is finding hall a bit hard to take 
in. 

Surtout parce qu’il u’est pas cefebre 
pour son IQ. 

Especially as he is not quick on the up- 
take at the best of times. 

Ace qu’on diL 

Allegedly. 

Lui? Gazza? Heros de Wembley? Ami 
de Chris Evans? Fils du Nord-Est d’An- 
gleteire, oui, Geordkrland, ou Ton febrique 
la fameuse bfere Brune de Ch&teauneuf? 

Him? Gazza? Creator of that famous goal 
in Euro 96 where he flicked the ball over the 
Scottish defender and slotted it heme, which 
they keep showing over and over on the tel- 
ly mtd wears aUsickqf it, not least the Scot- 
tish defender in question? 

“Ce n’est pas vrai!” 


“/ don't sodding believe it!” 

Paul perd son oooL 

See Pud lose his rag. 

Il donne un coup de pied aux meubJes 
de Glenn Hoddle. 

He kicks Glenn Hoddle's furniture. 

D’apres ce qu’on diL 

Allegedly. 

Cest pas sage, 91 . 

Not a good idea, Paul 

On peut abtmer sa propre chambre, 
mais... 

Tf you're going to trash a hotel room, a 
should be your own.... 

NTmporte... 

Stitt and ad... 

C est la fin pour Gasa maintenant, je 
crois. 

It‘s curtains for Gazza, internationally 
speaking. 

Point de vue manage, aussi. 

Maritally spoiling too. 


N’iraporte, hein! 

Nevermind, eh? 

Il a toujours ses copains... 

He still has his males. 

Larai gros etgras... 

Danny Baker... 

Lami espiegle au poil de carotte... 
Chris Evans. 

Avec des amis comme $a. .. 

With friends like that... 

Qui a besoin dcs ennemis? 

Who needs enemies ? 

Un Noiaire Ajoute: 

A Lawyer Writes: 

Fats gaffe, M. Kington. N'oubliez pas 
les lots de diffamation. 

gon V/oigei the libel laws, Mr Kington. 
Fair enough! 

(Coming soon - more vital French 
phrases AND the lowdown on M. Jules 
Kimet...) 


to.. 

' 

X".:- 

V*-. 


t: 

■ ttv,’ 

• V; 

; V'X" ' 

-M:. 

■ : 




\ him™ 








•> 


■S 


d 


m 





21/COMMENT 









THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 3 JUNE 1998 

21 


^1^ is the week of exams — but 

Lir if you fail them 




HAMISH 

McRAE 


IT IS exam time m our household, as in 
.to3U<ms across the land, with one daughter 
week starting A-Levelsand the other fin- 
ishing White in Brixain we have ixn quite 
reached the “exam heir of Japan - where 
yo*ag people are, coached till midnight at 
specialised crammers and the newspapers are 


- 7 - — 

fiill of model answers to the public _ 
we do seem to be taking this ritual of testing 
academic achievement .more and more seri- 
ously. And for all the stuff about continuous 
assessment, exams remain the principal 
technique for doing so. ~ 


cmms are going to become more important 
stilh It is that most of the “new” jobs that are 
being created peed skills that can be measured 
by the technique of an examination. Of 
yjjfourse we may be teaching people the wrong 
slrifls and, testing them in a crude and imper- 
fect manner. But that is an argument for bet- 
ter-crafted exams, not no taam y , 

Newjobs need computer literacy, the abil- 
ity to write dearly, to handle telephone con- 
versations, marshal and project arguments, and 
soon. All of these sbfflsr can he m eas ur e d quite 
amply iy.atting someone down and getting 
them to do a test. In fact, our conventional 
set of exams is probably quite a good way of 
assessing people’s use in the job market 
By contrast the “old” jobs, typically semi- 
skilled production-line jobs, do not particu- 
larly lend themselves to a conventional 
examination. You could teach people to do 


Of course, there have been strings of 
famous millionaires who either dropped out 
of university or never made it in the first place. 
B3J Gates and Richard Branson spring to 
mind. But this is not something that applies 
just to a tiny handful of winners. There are 
powerful trends in the.world economy that will 
- require ordinary people, not just those in the 
business community, to be more entrepre- 
neurial in the way they run their lives. 

Everyone now accepts that the idea of jobs 
for life is dead. What we are finding harder 
to figure out is how to adapt to a world of eco- 
nomic uncertainty. Uncertainty is not all bad; 
with it comes much greater opportunity. But 
while we know that we have to adapt, for 
example, to the idea of having three or four 
or more different careers, working out how 
we should in practice prepare for that is mudi 
tougher. It is fine in theory to say that peo- 
ple have to become more flexible, but that sen- 
timent is not much help on the Monday 
morning after you have been made redundant. 

_ It on the other hand, you already bad been 
t h i nkin g about starting a business anyway, the 
redundancy cheque is the ticket to liberation: 
for the wonderful thing about a service-ori- 
ented economy is that the entry cost is very 
low. Anyone with a good idea can have a go. 

So while the labour market seems to 
demand more and more formal qualifications 
(which is bad news for people who can’t pass 
exams), it is also asking people to be more 
imaginative and commercial in the way they 
run their entire lives. So people with common 
sense, vigour, creativity, Jh amour, charm, a will- 
ingness to save - all qualities that have noth- 
ing to do with academic achievement - will 
also do very well. In fact, people with these 


I 


New jobs need skills that 
can be measured by 
getting people to do a test 


tiiose jobs without needing them to be par- 
3cubrly bright in a conventional academic way. 
Now, I’m afraid, conventional academic skills 
are coming to matter more and more. 

. Why “afraid”? ’fofeU, because a world where 
academic dolls matter more and more in the 
workplace is finefor those erf us who can cope 
with exams. Writing a newspaper column, by 
the way, is just Hke writing a timed essay: life 
is doing an exam a day. Bill this trend is dread- 
ful for. the vast numbers - of hardworking, 
honourable and decent people who just hap- 
pen oottabe partxaaiaziy^ “academic”. 

ThejffoWem is not just that kw-fikffledpeo- 
jrfearefindiDgthem^'^^i^mgckwntije 
earnings ladder; bad enongh tiKW^ thal & 
lt is also that people who have practical sidlfe, 
rather than academic ones, seem also to be 
losing ground. Yet the worid needs people who 
can do practical tasks, not just those who can 
do quasi-academic ones. Ws cannot all be 


lawyers. 

* Butall trends i^r«iiiehiselvesm theend. 


and, merrifully.l think we can begin to see this 
gtie turning too. The most important angle skill 
demanded by the market is increasingly one 
that has nothing to do with academic perfor- 
mance. and which cannot be tested in any con- 
ventional way. It is called entrepreneurship. . 


qualities, particularly common sense, may well 
do better than people who in conventional 
terms are more highly qualified. 

. What we have now is a job market where, 
for many people, the formal exam system will 
become more important stilL Getting over the 
string of exam hurdles will be the mam way. 
maybe the only way, in which you can cross 
over the threshold into a top-flight employer. 
" It is a bit alarming that top companies on 
the university milk round look at A-Lcvel re- 
sults as much as final degrees, but apparent- 
ly A-LeveJs are a good guide to future 
performance in the company. And passing less 
academic tests will continue to he important 
for all sorts, of other “new” jobs. 

But parallel to this exam-oriented culture 
will be an entrepreneurship-oriented culture. 
The feriest opportunities will occur in areas 
where no-one gives a thought about exam per- 
formance, where there are no academic bar- 
riere to entry. 

So for the people for whom ihis exam 
season turns out to be less than wholly 
successful, all is not lost There is another way. 

It is not an easier way. In many ways it is 
a harder one, for you have to run up the stairs 
instead of rising up the escalator. But it may 
be more fun. 


No wonder so many young men are 
alienated when we eulogise this ape 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 


YOU will not catch me blub- 
bering because of the latest 
tragedy to have- befallen the 
nation. Indeed, if we are louse 
the word tragedy to describe 
what happens when an unfit 
footballer is left out of a team 
what will we say when some- 
thing really bad happens? 

No matter that what has 
happened to Gazza is self-in- 
flicted, apparently we can not 
manage without his magic 
loud). I do not profess to know 
much about his footballing 
abilities, but my line on Gazza 
has been consistent ever since 
he beat up his wife. He should 
have been out of the game a 
long time ago. 

What does it say abour the 
football establishment when it 
is far more acceptable to abuse 
your wife than to abuse the odd 
kebab. When he beat up Sheryl 
we were told h was personal and 
therefore Hoddle forgave him. 
Everything came second to the 
only game in town. The booze, 
the karaoke, the hanging out 
with media yobs however is a 
different matter as it might af- 
fect his performance. 

Now Gazza has paid the 
price, the price of believing his 
own myth, the price of being an 
embarrassing beer monster 
who has never had to grow up. 
The re-written 77 tree Lions will 
have to be re-written again as 
it includes the line “Gazza as 
good as before”. All his drink- 
ing pals are rallying round 
telling us Gazza could have 
been great. He could have 
been a contender. The entire 
script is being written with 
Gazza as a tortured soul, a 
genius trapped in the body of 
a ihuggish idiot 

So while on one hand there 
is some understanding that 
believing the hype -that he was 
untouchable both on the field 
and off it - Is pan of the rea- 
son that Gascoigne is in the 
sLate he's in, on the other a 
whole new set of myths have al- 
ready come into play. Anyone 
who saw the TV documentary 
about Gazza will not recognise 
a charming man, full of boyish 
pranks who has amply teen 



Gazza may be hopeless, but what made him sol Phonograph: Ben Radfbrd/ALLSPORT 


lead astray by his more glam- 
orous friends. 

They will remember an 
emotionally retarded bully 
without a clue how to do any- 
thing other than kick a bail 
around a field. 

The comparisons with 
George Best are also ludicrous, 
George Best would have had 
women queuing up to be with 
him even if had been a 
plumber. Why? Because he 
looked like George Best The 
women who have thrown them- 
selves at Gazza have had, I 
imagine, to get over his looks 
and “personality" and remind 
themselves he was 


rity? We must blame the 
football establishment for treat- 
ing their players as children just 
as we must blame the record 
companies for ferrying drugs 
back and forth to keep theft var- 
ious “artistes” in the studio. 

I have seen this process first 
hand When someone gets a de- 
gree of success they no longer 
haw, to rip any Of tl y. things that 
would keep them in touch with 
the world. They don’t have to 
drive themselves around, do 
their own washing or make 
any of their own decisions. If 
they screw up, someone else 
makes their excuses for them. 

Some people adjust better 


If however you are a sports- 
man then what you do to yom 
body matters, because nobody 
ever wanted you for your mind 
in the first place. The endless 
reports of Gazza's tantrums 
and outbursts reveal someone 
who may have great ball con- 
trol but has no control over his 
internal workings. 

He talks of the contents of 
his own limited brain as though 
they were a great mystery- for 
he speaks the classic male lan- 
guage of having emotions hap- 
pen to him rather than feeling 
he has any command over 
them. There was even the 
ridiculous c laim that when he 


Unfortunately, it doesn't take much to be classified as 
an all-round good guy, one of the lads, a real geezer 


really a top footballer. 

None of this would matter 
in the slightest if Gazza was not 
regarded as a role model All 
the agonising over the alienat- 
ed youpg males of this country 
is entirety meaningless if we 
continue to eulogise such an 
ape. Yet even I have some 
sympathy for the man. 

He may be hopeless but we 
have to ask what has made him 
so entirely hopeless. Why is it 
so impossible for certain men 
to achieve anything tike matu- 


than others to tins experience, 
but dearly some young men be- 
come deep-frozen in perpetu- 
al adolescence, never func- 
tioning as self-sufficient adults. 
In certain careers this may 
even be an advantage. If you are 
Keith Richards, you can get 
your blood changed regularly; 
if you are Rod Stewart you can 
get a new blonde when ever 
necessary; if you are Chris 
Evans you can extend your 
media empire while pretending 
you do nothing but go to tire pub. 


was violent towards his wife he 
was possessed by spirits outside 
himself, rather than the spirits 
he had so obviously downed. 

This is what is so depressing 
about the whole business. If 
there was in this whole sorry 
saga a smidgen of insight, the 
floating of the possibility that 
Gascoigne bad the potential to 
change, to mature, to lead an- 
other kind of life, then there 
would be some hope. 

Instead we have the cheer- 
leaders of the yobbocracy all 


saying “It’s not my fault 
guv’nor.” Peer pressure didn’t 
make Gazza drink I'm sure, but 
having real wits tike Evans and 
Danny Baker laugh at his dumb 
jokes probably made him feel 
he was invincible. 

Unfortunately, in this world, 
it doesn't seem to lake much to 
be classified as an all round 
good guy. one of the lads, a real 
geezer. At the weekend, a stu- 
dio packed full of rent-a-celebs 
gathered to celebrate Lhe wit. 
wisdom and wiggling bum of 
uber - lad Rod Stewart 

Sure there is classic Rod - 
Maggie May - but there is also 
clueless Rod, such as Rod and 
his rhetorical question “D'ya 
think I'm soy?” Never mind. 
Had be ever had an affair with 
a woman named Ma g gie, an in- 
vestigative celebrity asked. Rod 
couldn’t really remember but 
there had been someone and he 
had “given her a good shag- 
ging”- Hardly Oscar Wilde but 
oh how tiie audience fell about. 

In such an environment it is 
no surprise that the behaviour 
of a Neanderthal like Gazza is 
considered acceptable, as long 
it doesn't interfere with his 
football. Rather than debate the 
issue in Parliament perhaps 
we should discuss the fate of the 
boys for whom Gazza was and 
will remain an icon. 

If somehow, with a tittle less 
help from his friends, Gazza can 
turn himself into a human be- 
ing rather than a caricature of 
addled masculinity, all is not 
lost. If his so-called mates 
slopped patronising him, if the 
football establishment stopped 
mollycoddling him, maybe he 
could learn to stand on his own 
two feet instead of just stamp- 
ing them. 

What a favour he would be 
doing for the hoys who bunk off 
school who think doing any 
scboohwrk makes them look Jess 
hard, who believe real men eat 
kebabs and smack around their 
women, but who will never get 
their weddings in Hetto because 
they have no saleable talent. 

Don’t cry for Gazza, a has- 
beenat 31, the real tears should 
be shed for the wannabes who 
are still genuinely too young to 
know any belter. 


It will take more than a reshuffle to put the Tories on course 



ANNE 

McELVOY 


THE language of reshuffles is 
rigid. If they aren’t purges, 
they are “tinkering". They are 
always deemed to hang, like 
gentlemen, to the left or the 
right. William Hague’s new 
concatenation of- talents has 
been dubbed “centre-right . 


The headline words were 
“modem” and “technocratic”. 

But what is the Tbry Party 
centre-right, modem and tech- 
nocratic about that centre-left, 
modem and technocratic New 
Labour isn’t? Abie figures such 
as David Willetts, who will 
shadow David Blanket!, find 
that New Labour is as unafraid 
of change in office as it was in 
Opposition. - 

In education, it is giving 
schools more power over their 
own affairs and pushing back 
the monolithic LEAs. It is 
introducing elements of selec- 
tion in order to raise stan- 
dards. This is coyly called 
“specialisation”, which is rather 
tike calling a spade a soil-dis- 
placement implement. 

■ Mr Willetts has tong been in 
favour of these ideas. So how 


is he to respond when New 
Labour does what the Tories 
have teen asking them to do? 
Other ministers will have the 
same problem. 

The Government is con- 
stantly reforming and refining 
its ideas- as well as ideas that 
have become the lost property 
of the Conservative Flirty. 

The lumpen Tbry mind has 
one answer to this- namely to 
call for a more ideologically 
pure version of whatever policy 
the Government is pursuing, At 
this point, the tactical argument 
is lost, since the public con- 
cludes that New Labour is the 
party of moderation and the 
Tories the bog-eyed ideologues. 

Mr Hague would not be the 
former McKinsey management 
consultant man he is if he were 
not aware of this danger. He 


knows be still has a vital ques- 
tion to answer: what kind of 
party do the Conservatives 
want to be? True, he now has 
some tetter brains at the top 
table to help him answer iL Mr 
Willetts and Francis Maude 
are high calibre. Behind her 
comic self-effacement, Ann 
Widdicombe is a sharp cookie. 

From these parts, Mr Hague 
must begin to forge a whole. 
The outgoing shadow cabinet 
was less a choir than a loosely 
orchestrated ensemble. If there 
is an esprit de corps and a 
shared sense of purpose, it has 
not teen visible to the naked 


eye. 

There are two possible 
responses to electoral disaster. 
One, favoured by Mr Blair 
when he led Labour in oppo- 
sition, was to admit that the par- 


ty and the electorate had part- 
ed company and set out to re- 
build the relationship from 
scratch. The other, to which 
many Tbries are still prone, is 
to assume that it was only the 
high policy division of Europe 
that caused the Stalingrad; so 
unite behind a new leader and 
carry on as before. 

But the assumptions of old 
Conservatism will no longer 
suffice to regain power. 

The old ties of mythical 
Toryism have frayed. The sanc- 
tity of the Commons, the 
House of Lords, the way the 
United Kingdom is built and 
wired, the electoral system, are 
all under assault. To their hor- 
ror, the British public does not 
really care as long as their tax- 
es do not have to pay higher tax- 
es for these schemes. 


The Conservative Party 
needs to reflect a country that 
is more flexible and less 
attached to the trappings of 
tradition than it is. It cannot 
afford to lapse into moral fun- 
damentalism, nor convene itself 
as a kind of libertarian cabal 
Most of all, it needs to make 
itself attractive to the William 
Hagues of tomorrow - who are 
meritocratic and unemeum- 
bered by snobbery, rigidity and 
Carlton Club sexism. 

In order to make his party 
re-electable, Mr Hague has to 
take on the prejudices of many 
of his own party members, who 
see nothing wrong with their 
world view and are constitu- 
tionally unsuited to a climate of 
change. That is a Kulturkampf 
to make Mr Blair’s Clause 4 


jHlorde Hols 


AS Tony Blaft zooms from one 

it meeting to the next, “The 


r^backbenchera-^ 


Constituency Weeks per term! That 
makes six extra weeks of holiday..., 
er, of local casework for every back- 
bencher. Now why would Labour 
Whips want to keep their “Horde” 
separated and for-flung for so much 
0 f the year? To keep it from coo- 
spiring, perhaps even rebelling? 


PANDORA 


^paari^tesureiy fives. 

to all the weekends,, to* hobdays, 

Christmas, 'Easter and summer 

^ieses, Gowrnro^ . 

Taki’s pal 

S^5S£»»: 

i.teA mto roughly three extra weeks 


learned not to talk to them. Sorry. 
Goodbye.” Pandora has to wonder If 
gossip columnist Taki, one of 
Johnson’s mostardattsupportarsin 
recent weeks, receives the same 
cordial reception when he rings? 


and London. Now the names of two 
strong candidates for the job have been 
leaked to an Irish newspaper in New 
York. One is Mike Sullivan, a former 
governor of Wyoming, to whom Qin- 
ton owes a poetical debt but who is vir- 


paign. On one occasion, recdvteg a 
delegation of visiting Latvians, they 
all erupted into guffaws upon hear- 


The other, more wonymgjy, is Bruce 
A. Morrison, a former member of 
Congress from Connecticut, with 
strong ties to Sinn Fein. 


as the Latvian u dd” - in other words 
t Teats”.FertepsQiklgeyhasalWn!T 
on the Latvian comedy stage? 


Merci, Hugh 


atioos and resisting 1 
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A COLLEAGUE at the Independent 
on Sunday, Alan Watidns, reported 
Aat panl Johnson might be depart- 
ing from the D&fy Mad in the near 
^^men Pandora rangJohnson 

jo*?’ 

Joa Tf^nothmener- 


Dublin choice 


Latvian humour 


success. 




THERE is still no successor named to 
replace America’s Ambassador to Ire- 
land, Jean Kennedy Smith, due to de- 
part Dublin at the end of this month- 
Smith was loathed by the British gov- 
ernment, so one would have expected 
President Clinton to have already 
nominated someone highly qualified 
andequaPyaeceptaHetobothEtablin 


RESHUFFLE fever 1$ in full swing. 
If 5 worth taking a glance at Paddy 
Ashdown f s plans. Perhaps the num- 
ber one lib Deni candidate lor the dis- 
card pile is David Chidge$ shadow 


started badly for the burty rigar-pnff- 
ing Chfdgey in the last election cam- 


FORMER Tory MP Hugh Dykes, 
who is fiercely pro-Europe, found his 
spiritual home with the liberal 
Itemocxatsafl^ttelasteIectkm.>^ 
he is about to become ftdefy Ashdown’s 
special advisor on European Union 
Affairs. Pandora wonders if this spe- 
cial thank-you from Paddy might 
enhance Hugh’s chances of becom- 
ing a Lib-Dem candidate in the next 
Euro elections. 
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Now (he finest Conservatories 
are affordable 



1 Various styles + sfzes available. Each Conservatory (s 
hand made to ensure the tidiest qpassyoang 
toughened safety glass throughout 

CALL NOW FOR 
FURTHER DETAILS 


FREEPHONE 

0800 2 69 044 
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or fill out the coupon below 

i Sea nr. Baltic Fine Classic Glasshouses, Baltic House, 
Longrock. Penzance, Cornwall, TR20 8HX 
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Helen 

Guiterman 


WORK by the Scottish painter 
David Roberts RA ( 1796-1864) 
is now expensively collectable. 
His oft'Ti drama tic architectural 
subjc .i j iv" from Scotland to 

Syria. to ait temples of 
Philae -. .d Abu SimbeL His 
enorm-: — output, both original 
and pi :l \.shed, won him com- 
fortat rume and perfect sets 
of his it s Hofy Land: Syria, 
Idumea, Arabia, Egypt and Nu- 
bia (184249), the finest of Vic- 
torian lithographed travel 
volumes, are now in the £50,000 
bracket, as well as forming the 
basis of a significant Middle 
Eastern reproduction industry. 
In scholariy terms, however, 
Roberts was one of many ne- 
glected “minor” Victorians un- 
til about 1961, when Helen 
Guiu ■ i-i.-ii - a middle-aged lo- 
cal government officer - bought 
two di awiiigs attributed to him 
from a Swiss Cottage dealer 
they cost her £3. 

Only one was genuine but 
they set her off in a pursuit of 
“everything about Roberts" that 
was to last for over 30 years, re- 
establish him as probably the 
most intrepid of Victorian 
artist- travellers, and open a sig- 
nify jot new window into both 
the London art and theatre 
wor.ds of the 1820s on. 

Helen Guiterman was bora 
in Bournemouth, in 1916. She 
was educated at St George's 
School. Harpcnden. gained a 
Diploma in Fire Art from the 
Slade School, London, in 1936 
and "Ace studied design for a 
furt! <L\ months in New York, 

spec textiles. Though 
of conventional, middle-class 
background, she was a lifelong 
socialist snd an active pre-war 
anti-Ea:'-isL 

As a student she worked for 
the British Youth Peace As- 
sembly and, after Russian entry 
into the Second World War for 
the Anglo-Soviet Youth Friend- 
ship Alliance. Of this she be- 
came secretary and after the war 
organised and joined a Youth 
Delegation to the Soviet Union, 
an experience she regarded as 
one of the most interesting of 
her life. 

After reorganising the pho- 
tographic records in the publi- 
cations department of the late 
Gallery, in 194547, she joined 
the architect's department of 
Middlesex County Council as an 
interior designer, moving to 


the London Borough of 
Haringey after the 1965 local 
government reorganisation. Far 
both, until her retirement in 
1978, her main work was de- 
signing colour schemes for 
school and. accommodation 
projects, after which she did 
over five years part-time work 
with the Huguenot Society. 

Roberts bad then long been 
her main interest and she had 
built up. at very modest cost in 
present terms, a significant per- 
sonal collection of (mainly) 
watercolours by him, his friends 
and contemporaries. She had 
very quickly also discovered 
that Roberts was a vivid and in- 
formative writer of both letters 
and autobiographical journals, 

which i>hc located among his de- 
scendants by about 1963: she 
transcribed these and every 
other Roberts letter - eventu- 
ally over 1,300 -that she could 
unearth in public and privaLe 
sources here and abroad. 

In 1967. her work support- 
ed a small exhibition at the 
Guildhall Art Gallery on 
Roberts and his friend and ear- 
ly fellow theatre painter Clark- 
son Stanfield: she herself lent 
works by both. Her own first in- 
tention was to publish Roberts's 
writings. However, by 1978, 
with no publisher interested, she 
issued at her own cost a 34-page 
illustrated “life", only to find in 
1981 that Katharine Sim, an es- 
tablished author, was commis- 
sioned to write a full biography. 
To this she gave generous sup- 
port and si gnifican tly reduced 
the errors in what is a good gen- 
eral account, but which even 
Sim admitted was done in some 
haste. 

That year she also selected 
and catalogued the successful 
Scottish Arts Council touring 
exhibition “David Roberts - 
Artist Adventurer", which 
opened at the Birmingham Art 
Gallery before going on to tbe 
Fine Art Society, London, then 
to Paisley, Dundee and Edin- 
burgh. By this time Guiterman 
was well-known to others with 
an interest in Roberts's various 
careers: as a young house dec- 
orator, a noted printer of stage 
scenery and panoramas, an 
artist traveller, or a well-known 
Scot in London in the circles of 
Turner and Dickens, among 
others. 

She visited as many of the 



Professor Peter Jewell 


Guiterman with David Roberts’s St Pouffe from BfacfcfHara at the artistfe 1986 Barbican Gallery 
retrospective Photograph: John Danieil 


places Roberts painted as pos- 
sible and in 1984 was awarded 
a British Academy grant to 
help support what had then be- 
come a project with Briony 
Llewellyn to publish a catalogue 
misonee. backed by Phaidon and 
Christie's. With Llewellyn and 
Kryslyna Maijaskiewicz as ed- 
itor for Phaidon. she catalogued 
the impressively full Roberts 
retrospective exhibition held 
at the Barbican Art Gallery in 
1986-87 but publishing diffi- 
culties have so far stalled the 
larger project, now being con- 
tinued by her two collaborators. 

Guiterman was then 70 and 
though she wrote several relat- 
ed forther articles in Turner 
Studies ( 1987-90) and reprint- 
ed her own short biography 


three times up to 1986, it was 
too late for anything bigger, 
though she continued work un- 
til forced to stop by failing 
health and eyesight in 1995. 

Many of her Roberts and 
other drawings were on long 
loan to the Guildhall Art 
Galleiy untD 1985. She then 
withdrew the Robertses and 
some others but presented the 
gallery with the rest, compris- 
ing 106 pictures, many being by 
his contemporaries. In 1991 
she gave 25 drawings including 
works by Stanfield, Cox, G.B. 
Campion. John Martin and Ed- 
ward Lear to Birmingham Mu- 
seum and Art Gallery, and is 
believed to have made provision 
for other public bequests. 

Helen Guiterman was an 


amateur and enthusiast of the 
best sort: thoroughly deter- 
mined in pursuit of her chosen 

interest but also unassuming 
about her knowledge and as 
generous in sharing it as she was 
with the pictures she collected. 
Her “Robe rtsi ana" - both for 
the catalogue and the “collect- 
ed writings" - will survive her 
and (one hopes) eventually see 
foil publication. Such an out- 
come would be her monument 
as much as the one she wanted 
for David Roberts. 

Pieter van der Merwe 

Helen Mary Guiterman: designer, art 
collector, historian and benefactor 
bom Bournemouth, Dorset 9 Janu- 
ary 1916; died Bournemouth 8 
May 1998. 


SO MANY problems in biolo- 
gy require for their solution sci- 
entists who can cross between 
its sub-disdplines. Peter Jewell 
was such a one. Trained as a 
physiologist, he made bis main 
contributions to ecology and 
conservation. 

With two bachelor's degrees 
(in Agriculture from Reading 
and Physiology from Cam- 
bridge) and a Cambridge PhD 
in Physiology, Jewell held 
appointments as Lecturer in 
Pharmacology al the Royal ’Vet- 
erinary College, Research Fel- 
low at the Zoological Society, 
Professor of Bfohjgy in Nigeria, 
Lecturer in Zoology al Unt- 
versity College and Professor at 
the Royal Holloway College, 
London, and finally as Profes- 
sor of the Physiology of 
Rqmxiocticm in Cambridge. 

There are few who have 
contributed to so many fields of 
biology, yet there is a dear con- 
tinuity between his early papers 

on dpg and cat anatomy and 
pharmacology and his more re- 
cent papers on the ecology and 
conservation oflaqgc mammals. 

Perhaps closest to his heart 
were his contributions to animal 
conservation. Effective conser- 
vation requires a deep under- 
standing of the physiological 
and behavioural requirements 
of the species in question, and 
Peter Jewell’s early work on the 
physiology of drinking and eat- 
ing, coupled with his love and 

unders tanding of animals, pul 
him in a very strong position. 

To these he could add in- 
sights acquired in a ground- 
breaking series of studies of the 
population dynamics and inter- 
species relations of small mam- 
mals on islands: these were 
amongst the first studies to use 
the retrapping of marked ani- 
mals to obtain data on how fe- 
cundity and breeding success 
varies with age. A visit to Africa 
in 1962 resulted in a series of 
papers by Jewell and his stu- 
dents on the ecology of African 
mam mak and on the manage- 
ment of large animals in game 
reserves, including reference 
to their interactions with the 
local human populations. 

Of special importance were 
his studies of topi, a large 
African antelope, which dem- 
onstrated for the first fime in 
mammals a flexibility in social 
organisation according to en- . 
vironmental conditions. His 
interest in h uman-animal rela- 
tions also led him into archae- 
ology, where he published a 
number of papers on animal re- 


ynama, same in collaboration 
with his wife, the biologist 
Juliet Gutton-Brock- 

A second approach to con- 
servation, of increasing impor- 
tance throughout his life, 
involved work for the preser- 
vation of rare domesticated 
breeds. With the advent of 
inechanised £annmg.and the in- 


cultural products, many breeds 
of domesticated animals have 

disap peared. JewdTs fesri nati on 
with the attribution of animals 
to human culture and his joy in 
the diversity of the biological 
work! resulted in his active 
participation in efforts to stop 
this trend. 

As long ago as 1959 he be- 
came a member of the Zoo- 
logical Society’s Breeding Etolicy 
Committee and later the Gene 
Bank Sub-Committee. He 
made a major contribution to 
the foundation of the Rare 
Breeds' Survival Trust - the first 
national body attempting to 
conserve domestic Livestock, 
which subsequently served as a 
model for comparable organi- 
sations in other countries. 

His research on the physioi- 
ogy and population dynamics of 
Soay sheep — a breed domes- 
ticated in the Neolithic period 
- linked these two approaches 
to conservation. This extended 
over 30 years and was a land- 
mark in ungulate studies. If 
again involved marked individ- 
uals and was carried out with a 
feral population on St Kilda. 

Peter Jewell's early training 
as a physiologist was invaluable 
here too, and led him to com- 
bine experiment and observa- 
tion. For example, be went to 
the heart of a current contro- 
versy concerning the relative 
roles of males and females in 
choosing their mates with a 
beautifully simple experiment: 
tethering rams in a field con- 



Jewell: human-animal 
relations 


fining females, he was able to 
demonstrate the importance of 
female preference. Again, per- 
plexed by the short life ex- 
pectancy of the males, he was 
able to show that it was affect- 
ed by their endocrinestatus: this, 
experiment was completed only 
recently when the last male 
died at the considerable age of 
19yeats. . 

His enormous' energy stood 
him m good stead in the field: 
a military paramedic called in 
when be was taken 91 on St Kil- 
da got a dusty answer when he 
tried to tell him that he was too 
old for fieldwork. - 

Jewell devoted a great deal 
of his time to helping and ad- 
vising others, especially the 
many devoted students who 
are now making their own ! 
marks. He served on numerous 
academic committees, acting 
as a consultant in Britain and 
•abroad, and assisting in surveys 
by the ODA and the EEC But 
he was not only a scientist. His 
socialism and artistic interests 
gave him a fellow feeling for 
William Morris, and he not in- - 
frequently found himself in the 
position of defending the un- 
derprivileged. He enjoyed' 
making his own greeting cards, 
and was keenly interested in 
ceramics. 

Peter Jewell had been a stu- 
dent at St John's College, Cam- 
bridge, and be returned as a 
Fellow when appointed to his 
Cambridge Chair in 1977. He 
sat for a while on the College 
Council, and served on a num- 
ber of college committees. His 
enthusiasm and his ability to lis- 
ten, assimilate and reply made 
any discussion with him a plea- 
sure: his unfailing good- 
humour and his kindness to 
both peers and juniors formed 
a lasting impression on all who 
knew him . 

Robert A. Hhtde • 

Peter Anmddjriveff. biotogist: bom 
London 16 June 1925; Lecturer, Roy- 
al Veterinary CoBege (195040); Re- 
search fe/tow, Zoological Society of 
London 1960-66; Professor of Bio- 
logical Sciences, University of Nige- 
ria 1966-67; Senior Lecturer and 
Director of Conservation Course, l/nj- 
versrty College London 1967-72; Pro- 
fessor of Zoology, Royal HoHomy 
College 1972-77; Mary Marshall & 

Arthur Wakon Professor of the Phys- 
iology of Reproduction. Cambridge 
University 1977-92 (Emeritus); 
FeBow. St John's College , Cam- 
bridge 1977-98; married 1958 Juli- 
et Outton-Brock (three daughters): 
died Cambridge 23 May 1998. 
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John Hawkes 



Hawkes: ‘visionary’ 
Photograph: Jerry Bauer 


JOHN HAWKES was the au- 
thor of 16 novels, including 
The Cannibal , The Lime Twig, 
The Blood Oranges, Travesty 
and Adventures in the Alaskan 
Skin Trade . An important figure 
in the post-war generation of 
American writers that includes 
John Barth, William Gaddis 
and William Gass, he once 
claimed that he wrote fiction 
“on the assumption that the true 
enemies of the novel were plot, 
character, setting and theme". 
He was one of the first writers 
in America to champion an 
iconoclastic “postmodern" or 
“metafictive" spirit in fiction, a 
spirit which insisted on formal 
experimentation, savage com- 


edy and Lota] imaginative 
freedom. Edmund White 
called him “America's greatest 
visionary". 

Jack Hawkes was born in 
Stamford, Connecticut, in 1925, 
in his own words “an only child 
and an asthmatic". He went to 
Harvard in 1943 and a year lat- 
er left for Europe to serve as an 
.American Field Service ambu- 
lance driver in Italy and Ger- 
many. Tins first-hand experience 
of a Europe ravaged by war was 
seminal to the writing of his first 
novel. The Cannibal, which was 
published by James Laughlin at 
New Directions in 1949. It would 
come to be recognised as a clas- 
sic of Second World War liter- 


ature. Later, Hawkes would 
set many of his novels in Eu- 
rope. In 1947 he married Sophie 
Tazewell, who became his Life- 
long literary collaborator and 
dedicatee of many of his books. 

After the war he returned to 
Harvard and taught English 
there from 1955 to 1958. He 
then moved to Brown Univer- 
sity. where he taught until his 
retirement in 1988. During 
those years he travelled con- 
stantly, and his wanderings were 
essential to what he called his 
“landscapes of the imagina- 
tion". He tended to create in 
each of his novels a psychic ter- 
ritory of dark erotic turmoil 
charged with dread, terror and 


bleak humour, but in prose of 
such sheer beauty as to re- 
deem tbe often morbid vitality 
of the content. 

The Lime Twig , published in 
1961, is set in a seedy post-war 
England of racetracks, prosti- 
tutes and crooks, but was writ- 
ten before Jack bad ever been 
here, deriving instead from the 
voices of British troops he en- 
countered in the American 
Field Service. He wrote his “is- 
land novel" Second Skin, while 
living in the West Indies. His 
controversial 1971 novel The 
Blood Oranges was inspired by 
a slay in Greece, and his 1976 
masterpiece Travesty takes place 
over the course of single night 


as a car driven by an inspired 
madman speeds through the 
French countryside. 

Hawkes spent a part of his 
boyhood in Alaska, and con- 
sidered his 1985 novel Adven- 
tures in the Alaskan Skin Trade 
one of his most personal books. 
In France, where his work has 
a strong following, the book 
received one of the country's 
most distinguished literary 
awards, Le Prix Mfidicis 
Etranger. 

The late novels, particular- 
ly Sweet William (1993), which 
is narrated by a horse, tend to 
a softness of tone and a melan- 
choly not apparent in the more 
intense and fevered creations of 


the earlier decades. He never 
lost his appetite for the perverse 
and the fantastic. His penulti- 
mate novel, the lovely and del- 
icate The Frog (1996). is about 
a child who swallows a frog 
which then becomes a living 
presence inside him. And his 
last. An Irish Eye (1997), is 
filled with richly complicated 
images of violence, decay, and 
the staining of innocence, as are 
ail the most brilliant novels of 
tbe earlier years. 

This complex, restless man 
was a warm aod generous 
friend, a delightful companion 
at table, and a powerful influ- 
ence not only on the many stu- 
dents he taught but on fiction 


writers of later generations who 
fell upon his work with cries of 
joy, recognising that here was an 
artist with the elegance, the in- 
ventiveness and the grace to 
light the way into the mind's 
most unruly regions. 

Patrick McGrath 

John Hawkes, writer, bom Stantford, 

Connecticut 17 August 1925; Visit- 
ing Lecturer and Instructor, Harvard 
University 1955-5 8; Assistant Pro- 
fessor, Brown University 195842, As- 
sociate Professor 196247, Professor 
of English 1967-68, University Pro- 
fassor 1973-88 ( Emeritus J; married 
1947 Sophie Tazewell (three sons, 
one daughter); died Providence, 
Rhode Island 15 May 1998. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
&. DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

MASON CLEMENTS: On 5 May bo 
Peter and Jo, beautiful twins, Bene- 
»fici George and ChartoUe Alexandra, 
brother and sister Tor Alastair and 
grandduldien Tor Marv and Jim. 
Jackie and Bill. 

TEIXE1RA: To Kaly (nee Playkr) and 
Claude, on 21 May 1498 at Luton and 
Dunstable Hospital, Curtis Albert, a 
brother for Conrad. 


DEATHS 

AARONOVTTCH: Sam, died peace- 
fully 30 Miw. Funeral Friday 5 June 
2ptn at St Marylebonc Crematorium, 
East End Rood, N2. Details tele- 
phone Sabrina 0181-802 6437. 
CHENEV1ERE: Selina Clainr. Beloved 
wife of Antoine aud loving mother of 
Francesca, Tatiana and Alexandre. 
Died peacefully cm 2 June. Family 
Requiem Mass at St EduumdV Bun- 
gay. Service of Thanksgiving in 
London later. 

de GZBX: Vuvnra - axtist - ou 28 Mbv 
at St John and St Elizabeth, St John's 
Wood. Funeral service at Russian Or- 
thodox Cathedral Eanisraorc Gar- 
dens, SW7, on 8 June at Ipm. Flowers 
(optional) to Lcvcrtomu 
LAKE: Isabella (nee Symington) on 29 
May, peacefully alter a short illness. 
Widow of John, loving mother of Car- 
dine and Kate, and grandmother of 
Charles, Butty, Geo roe, Cohun and 
Neil. Private funeral. No flowers 
please. Thankwiving service lor the 
lives of both John and Isabella to fol- 
low in Gatehouse of Fleet 

For EURTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS, 
please telephone 0(71-293 2M2 or tax 
to 0171-293 2010. 


Birthdays 

Dr Ernest Armstrong, Secretary, 
British Medical Association. 53: Mr 
Philip Attenborough, publisher. 62; 
Sir Robin Black, diplomat, 92; Sir Pe- 
ter Bonfield, chairman. British 
Telecommunications, and chief ex- 
ecutive, I CL, 54; Lord Brandon of 
Oakbroofc, a former Lord of Appeal 
in Ordinary, 78: Mr 7bny Curtis, ac- 
tor, 73: Professor Richard D'Acth, 
former President, Hughes Hall. Cam- 
bridge, 86; Mr Timothy David. diplo- 
mat, 5 1: Mr Michael Elliott, MEP, 66; 
Miss Sheila Faith, former MP and 
MEP, 70; Dr Raoul Franklin. Vice- 
Chancellor, City University, 63; Gen- 
eral Sir Michael Gow. former 
Commandant, Royal College or De- 
fence Studies, 74; Miss Anita Har- 
ris. singer and nctress, 56; Air 
Marshal Sir John Harris, 60; Mrs 
June Lawrance, former Head- 
mistress, Harrogate Ladies' College, 
65; Mr Eddie McGrady MP, 63; Mr 
Colin Meads, ragby player. 62iMr 
Michael Moore MP, 33; Sir Harry 
Pitt, former Vice -Chancellor, Read- 
ing UniveTSily, 84; Mis Anita Pollack, 
MEP. 52: Miss Suzi Quatro, rock 
singer and actress, 48; M Alain 
Resnais, film director, 76; Mr 
Jonathon Shaw MP, 32; Sir Wilfred 
Thesiger, explorer and writer, 88; 
Miss (Vnelopc Wflton, actress, 51; 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


Cardinal Thomas Winning, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Glasgow, 73. 

Anniversaries 

Births: George V, King, 1865: Raoul 
Dufy, painter, 1877; Josephine Bak- 
er, singer, 1906. Deaths: Samuel 
Plimsoll, politician and social re- 
former, 1898; Fra m Kafka, writer, 
1924; Arthur Mtcfaell Ransom e» crit- 
ic and writer of children's books, 
1967; Robert Motley, actor and play- 
wright- 1992. On this day: the game 
of lacrosse was Introduced into 
Britain from Montreal, 1876; third- 
class travel on British Railways was 
abolished. 1956. Today is the Feast 
Day of Si Cedlhis, St Charles Lwan- 
ga. Si Clothilde, St Genesius of 
GcrmonL St Isaac of Cordova. St 
Joseph Mkasa, St Kevin or Goemgen, 
Si Liphardus and Urbirius, St Lu- 
riUtan and' his Companions, St 
Morand and Saints Pergentimis and 

Laureminus, 

Lectures 

Tate Gallery: Michael Phillips, 
“Darkness Visible: Blake's Lambeth 
period and the biographer's quest". 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Kale Hay. “Chairs for a Purpose: 18th 
to 19lh centuries”, 230pm. 


LAW REPORT: 3 june 1998 



Meaning of ‘good marketable title' in undertaking 


Tbr liiwtolil Cmh Mantled Rqpmenl 
lbs Ooscni Lite Grad m Horn CuarUs. I Imx lu 
HubUw CnUurmn nunfe nnm Ac Okbi 
Omni, ii Buckingham Palace. 11, Earn, band 
pr>mdrd b live WtKh GufJ, 


Barclays Bank pic v Weeks 
Legg & Dean (a firm); Barclays 
Bank p*c v Layton Lougher & 
Co (a firm); Barclays Bank pk 
v N E Hopkin John & Co (a 
firm); Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice M [fleet. Lord Justice PHI and 
Lxsrd Justice May) 21 May 1998 

IN A STANDARD form un- 
dertaking given to a bank by a 
purchaser's solicitor to facilitate 
the completion of a contract for 
the sale of land, whereby the 
solicitor undertook to apply any 
sums received solely for ac- 
quiring "good marketable ti- 
tle". the expression “good 
marketable tide" did not mean 
“a freehold title free from 
encumbrances”. 

The Court of Appeal so 
held on the hearing of three 
appeals concerning the prop- 
er construction of a standard 
form of undertaking given 
by solicitors to Barclays Bank 
pic. 

The undertaking was in a 
form agreed between (he 
Law Society and the hanks. 


and contained the following 
undertakings: 

(a) that any sums received from you 
or your customer for the purpose of 
this transaction will be applied sole- 
ly for acquiring a good marketable 
title to such property and in paying 
any necessary deposit legal costs and 
disbursements in connection with 
such purpose. The purchase price 

contemplated is £ . . . gross and with 

apportionments and any necessary 
disbursements is not expected to 
exceed£...; 

(b) after tbe property has been ac- 
quired by . . . and all necessary 
stamping and registration complet- 
ed to send the title deeds and/or land 
certificates and documents la you 

and in (he meantime to hold diem 
to your order. 

In each of the three cases 
tbe bank had brought an action 
for damages against the solic- 
itor who had given the under- 
taking, claiming that the 
solicitor had parted with the 
money on completion of the 
purchase of the relevant prop- 
erty but had failed to obtain a 
title to the property which 
provided satisfactory security 
for the hank. 

Simon Berry QC, Jonathan Nash, 


Negri Jones and Michael SuBh-an 
(Eversheds) for the bank; MarkHap- 
good QC and Richard McManus 
( Blake LapUiom J, Frier Cran field 
(Wtmsbmughs Willey Hargrave) and 
Daiid Halpem (Morgan Bruce) for 
the solictors. 

Lord Justice Mijlett said that 
tbe following issues arose on 
the appeals: the meaning to be 
attributed to the expression in 
the undertaking “for acquiring 
a good marketable title to the 
property”; and whether the 
obligation which the solicitors 
assumed by giving the under- 
taking was an absolute or a 
qualified obligation. 

The subject-matter of a sale 
of land and the vendor's duly 
to prove his title to the subject- 
matter of the sale were two 
quite separate questions. The 
obligation of a vendor was to 
deduce sufficient title to the 
property which he had con- 
tracted to selL The expression 
‘'good marketable title" de- 
scribed the quality of the evi- 
dence which the purchaser was 


bound to accspr as sufficient (o 
discharge that obligation. It 
said nothing about the nature 
or extent of the property con- 
tracted to be sold to which 
title had to be deduced. 

The expression was a com- 
pendious one which described 
the title and not the property, 
and where it was contained in 
a contract for the sale of land, 
it meant “to the property con- 
tracted to be sold". In the pre- 
sent cases it was not contained 
in a contract for sale or in a 
communication between ven- 
dor and purchaser, but in a sep- 
arate document provided by 
the purchaser's solicitor to a 
third party. The property was 
described in the undertaking j n 
order to enable the parties to 
identify the transaction to which 
the undertaking related, not the 
property which the purchaser 
was acquiring. It was not nec- 
essary for the foil particulars of 
the property together with the 
rights with and subject to which 
it was being sold to be set out 
in the undertaking; but was suf- 


ficient for the property to be de- 
scribed in terms sufficient to en- 
able the relevant transaction to 
be identified. 

The undertaking was, there- 
fore, to be construed as an 
undertaking not to part with 
the money except for a good 
marketable title to the property 
which was the subject of the 
transaction briefly described in 
the documenL 

Further, the undertaking 
ought to he construed as sub- 
jecting the solicitor to qualified 
a obligation only, i.e. to obtain 
in exchange for the money 
what a reasonably competent 
solicitor acting with proper 
skill and care would accept as 
a good marketable title. That 
would bring his obligations 
under the undertaking into 
conformity with his obliga- 
tions to his own client as well 
as with his trust obligations 
to the bank, and would not in- 
volve exposing him to a liabil- 
‘ly which no solicitor could 
properly be advised to accept 

Kate O’ Hanlon, Barrister 
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warns 




abroad 


A 


Terry MacaJutor 


BRITISH manufacturin g yes- 
today 3 ms given a "wake-up 
call” byoneof ils leading mem- 
bers, Siebe, which warned that 
jobs would be exported abroad 
if the pound remained at sky- 
high levels. ' 

Tlie value ofsbares in Siebe 
were slashed as the British en- 
gineering group announced 
plans to spend £lQ 0 m over two 
years, cutting 4, 000 jobs world- 
wide as competition increased. 

ABen Tbrfcoi, chief executive, 
Sd 400 jobs would go in Britain. 
” in the first wave but more po- 
sitions couldbe lost if, as ex- 
pected* the pound ^tinned to 
soar and damage exports. 

Rifling demand in the Ear 
Bast; price deflation, and lo- 
calised problems like the em- 
baigo oa Indian trade were also 
putt&jgthe squeeze on esportera. 
- Siebc's share price lost 126p 
to 1377p as profits rose 14.7 per 
cent to read) record levels of 
£486.4m but failed to meet 
City expectations. The high 
pound knocked £40m off tbe 
ltaflom fine but organic growth 
Med to impress. 

Sebe said it would introduce 
automation to its manufactur- 


ing plans but would gradually 
export jobs away from the US 
and Britain in favour of coun- 
tries like Mexico, Malaysia and 

Diina 

Some 25 per cent of Siebe’s 
plants now are based in low-cost 
regions and it aims to locate 40 
per cent of its manufacturing in 
those countries by the turn of 
the century. Wage costs of $3 
per hour in developing coun- 
tries compared with $15 in the 
UK and TJS, the company said. 

Siebe had previously been 
bullish about the prospects for 
the Far East but admitted yes- 
terday that things were much 
tougher and its would "refocus” 
part of its interests elsewhere. 

Siebe’s position in that re- 
gion has not been helped fay a 
nasty dispute involving its 50.6 
per cent holding in a Tokyo- 
listed switching company, 
Nemic-Lambda. 

Siebe has put a temporary 
retraining order on other share- 
holders' to stop them issuing 
shares that would dilute Siebe’s 
stake. Mr Yurko said it was a 
"corporate governance” prob- 
lem that was taking up more of 
bis management time that he 
would like. 

But he said he was confident 


of victory in the courts and in- 
sisted it had not permanently 


Japan. “Wfe have been there for 
30 years and this is the first real 
problem we have had,” be said 

Other problem areas in Asia 
include India, where Siebe had 
been expecting to build up its 
presence. The engineer has 
been selling software and in- 
telligent automation products 
along with cold controls for 
fridges and automotive fluid 
controls for the new Mahindra 
Ford car. 

Sfebe’s Indian manirfac^irmg 

plans are untouched. But exports 
from important subsidiaries like 
Fdxboro in the US had been 
stopped dead since President 
Clinton embargoed trade over 
India’s nuclear testing. 

Tb improve its position Siebe 
is involved in a huge restruc- 
turing globally that will involve 
selling off two more business- 
es, North Safety Products and 
Proner Coma tel Electronic 
Connectors. In total it plans to 
dispose of £ 200 m worth of busi- 
nesses in 1998/1999. 

But it has also been acquir- 
ing new assets and is in the 
middle of a £400m takeover of 
competitor, Euxotherm. 



A Maltese banknote printed by De La Rue. There has been a worldwide slump in demand for paper money 


De La Rue hit by fall in demand 


By Clifford German 


DE LA RUE, the banknote printers (and 
part owners of Camel ot) which issued a 
profit warning earlier this yean is halving 
its dividend to 12 p a share and cutting back 
production capacity at its banknote print- 
ing factories by 25 per cent, with the loss 
of 500 jobs, faflndhig 375 at Gateshead, 
after reporting an 18 per cent drop in {?x»up 
profits to £87.2m in the year to 31 March. 

The cut-back is caused by the world- 
wide slump in demand. The lucrative con- 
tracts to print new note issues for former 


communist countries are oven while the 
massive contracts to print the new euro 
banknotes have been taken by central 
banks. 

Sales of banknotes fell 13 per cent, prof- 
its per note by Id per cent and divisional 
profits were down by 25 percent to £47m. 

The cash handling division, which 
makes cash dispensen, safes and ekrtnmfc 
systems for security vaults, saw profits 
stomp by 44 per cent to just over £12m. 

Half die fall was due to the strength of 
sterling, but rising overheads, delays in in- 
troducing new products and losses in the 


security operations in Germany and the 
US also eroded profits. 

Ite bRne brow a mariul leader in pro- 
ducing smart cards for file UK market and 
sales rose by almost halt But profits 
slumped to just £l.lm as a result of heavy 


vefopmenL 

Profits from associated companies in- 
cluding Camdet rose fey 17 per cent to 
£39m, accounting for almost half the 
group total. 

The reorganisation will cost £25m and 
is then expected to save £9m a yean 


Murdoch 

seeks 


support 
for Kirch 
alliance 


By Hilary Clarke 










By ffidnel Harrison 


jJfeK BROWN, the chief ex- 
ecutivetf Cable & Wireless,re- 
otived a pay package worth 
more than £3m last year and is 
in fane to collect a further £3m 
m share options and long-term 
incentives. 

Mr Brown's pay packet 
mak es the US-boiu business- 
man one of the best-paid com- 
pany chiefs in the UK, 

' outstripping by far his conn- . 
teipart atFE SirFster BoaS&dd. - 

CAW’S animal repeat, sent 
tosbarcboWmye^^ 
that Mr Brown earned a salary 
and annual bonus of £I.16m in 
V) 97 . But in addition to that he 
«Sas awarded a deferred bonus 
worth £1.460 and allocation of 
shares under the company’s 
long-term incentive scheme 
worth a further £488,000. 

He has also received a' no- 
tional allocation of shares for 
next year worth just over £lm 
and has existing share options 
which, at the current share 
price of 694-5p, are shewing a 
paper profit of £2m. 

The total value of shares 
awarded to C&Ws executive 
directors last year under its 
long-term incentive scheme is 
£1.48m- The second highest- 
paid director is Linus Cheung, 
chief executive of the group s 



Dick Brown; £3m last year, 
and thle same again later 



WHO weapon* — 

al bonuses of £527,000. 

The bumper pay packets 


follow a year in which C&W has 
pulled off a string of deals. It 
has raised more than £lbn 
through asset di^osals and re- 
grouped the UK. cable industry 
under the leadership of its 
Mercury subsidiary. 

GKW has also forged an al- 
liance with THecom Italia and 
leapfrogged into a command- 
ing position on the Internet by 
acquiring MCTs transatlantic 
internet traffic business in a 
deal struck last week. 

Both CAW’S short-term and 
long-term bonus schemes pay 
out 60 per cent of salary de- 
pending on company perfor- 
mance set against pre-set 
targets. •' 

Mr Brown was at one time 
linked with the vacant job of 
running AT&T last year, which, 
resulted in the board anthoris- 
jng further impnwemenfcinhB 
remuneration pa ck a g e.. 


National Grid ready to spend 


£1 bn on distributing in US 


By Michael Harrison 


NATIONAL GRID is prepar- 
ing for a major expansion into 
the US market through the 
£Xbn-plus acquisition of an 
electricity transmission and 
distribution business. 

The company, which was 
floated three years ago, also in- 
dicated that it would be inter- 
ested mbuyinga UK dectrichy 
distribution business provided 
it could strike a deal that was 
in shareholders’ interests. 

David Jones, chief executive 
of the Grid, said that it was 
studying several opportunities 
in the US and aimed to an- 
nounce a deal before the end 
of this year. 

Any US bid would be fi- 
nanced through the £460m 
bond issue the Grid undertook 


earlier this year and debt. Mr 
Jones ruled out any further dis- 
posal of its shareholding in 
the telecoms group Energjs to 
fund the expansion pro- 
gramme. 

The Grid’s 74 per cent stake 
in Eneigfe is now worth£1.9hn 
compared with £600m when the 
business was floated in De- 
cember. 

The Grid’s interest in a 
t ransatlantic deal m panc that it 
joins FowerGen and Scottish 
Fbwer, in looking to buy a US 
electricity business. But both 
generators have run into ob- 
stacles because of the high val- 
uations placed on US power 
companies compared with their 
UK counterparts. 

Mr Jones declined to say 
which parts of the US the Grid 


was looking in but he said it 
would like to make an acquisi- 
tion in an area where there was 
scope for growth. Unlike in the 
UK, which has a single, inter- 
grated electricity transmission 
grid, the US divides up trans- 
mission state by state and in 
some states, supplier by sup- 
plier. 

Mr Jones said that despite 
the high valuations of US elec- 
tricity utilities, an acquisition 
could be made to work finan- 
cially because of the scope for 
cost-cutting. 

The Grid cut its controllable 
costs by 14 per cent last year 
from £260m to £232m and in 
the last six years has reduced 
them by almost a half. 

The reduction in costs 
helped to offset the effect of 


new price controls, which re- 
sulted in a 21 per cent decline 
in pre-tax profits last year to 
£468m. 

The Grid’s efficiency drive 
is ahead of target with more 



David Jones said that there 
were several opportunities 


than half the 750 jobs it is plan- 
ning to shed fay 2001 already 
achieved. It has also squeezed 
transmission service costs - 
such as standby payments to the 
generators - from £5 70m to 
£270m. 

Mr Jones said the acquisi- 
tion of a UK distribution busi- 
ness was something the Grid 
would look' at once the Gov- 
ernment introduced legisla- 
tion to separate distribution 
from the supply businesses of 
the regional electricity com- 
panies, now largely is the hand 
of US utilities. But he said the 
Grid was only likely to proceed 
if it could buy a distribution 
business for less than one of the 
American utilities had paid 
for it 

Outlook, page 25 


RUPERT Murdoch launches a 
charm offensive in Germany 
next week to gain support for 
a possible new television ven- 
ture between his company News 
Corp and the endebted German 
media conglomerate Kirch 
Gruppe. 

He will be the main speak- 
er at a press gathering in 
Cologne on June 14 at the in- 
vitation of the Social Democrat 
leader of the North Rhine 
Westphalia regional govern- 
ment, Wolfgang Clement. 

There has been intense spec- 
ulation in Germany that Mr 
Murdoch could be about to take 
a stake in Kirch after the Eu- 
ropean Commission vetoed 
Kirch's digital television link-up 
with Bertelsmann on competi- 
tion grounds. Kirch lost 
DM1 .4bn from its attempted 
foray into digital television and 
is looking increasingly vulner- 
able financially. 

Sources dose to the media ty- 
coon deny, however, reports 
that negotiations are already un- 
der way between the two com- 
panies. A previous attempt at an 
alliance between BSkyB and 
Kirch collapsed last year. The 
reasons for the breakdown of the 
talks have never been disclosed. 

Mr Murdoch has made no 
secret of his desire to grab a 
larger share of the lucrative 
German television market, the 
biggest single-language televi- 
sion market in Europe. “If we 
were allowed to we would go in 
(to Germany) at full speed,” 
said one Murdoch aide. How- 
ever, there are powerful oppo- 
nents to Mr Murdoch 
increasing his company’s pres- 
ence in Germany, not least 
Bertelsmann, the country's 
largest media company which 
fears the competition. 

In an interview with the mag- 
azine DerSpdgel last week, Ber- 
telsmann's chief executive, Mark 
Woessner, said he would support 
Kirch with millions of marks in 
exchange for fQm distribution 
rights to prevent Kirch from link- 
ing up with News Corp. 

Major European media 
companies have all been trying 
to carve affiances in digrtal tele^ 
vision to help share the heavy 
investment that is required for 
its development. Digital tele- 
vision, which allows for more 
channels, dearer imag es and in- 
teractive services such as home 
shopping, is seen as the future 
driver of earnings growth. 


Booker to sell Agatha Christie 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


BOOKER, the sponsor of the 
annual literary prize, is poised 
to end its own association with 
the written word by selling its 
interest in Agatha Christie’s 
books. 

The troubled food distribu- 
tion group is on the verge of 


1 — * 

in Agatha Christie Limited, 

the business which controls 
the copyright on titles such as 
Murder on die Orient Express 
and The Mousetrap , the long- 
rrmning play. 

Jonathan Taylor, Booker’s 


chairman, said the stake would 
be sold to a new owner “who 
can add value to it”. An an- 
nouncement is expected in the 
next few days. 

Booker bought into Agatha 
Christie limited in the 1960s as 
a way of reducing its tax bill. 
Most of the copyrights; which 
earned a total profit of £l-5m 
last year, run until early into tbe 
next century. 

The move came as Booker 
issued its third profits wanting 
. of the year and announced a 
wide-ranging disposal pro- 
gramme, which will see the 
company concentrating on its 


food distribution businesses. 

Under the terms of the re- 
structuring, the company will 
sell its fish processing division, 
its food distribution joint 
ventures in Portugal and 
Poland, as well as getting out 
of its Arbor Acres poultry 
breeding and Marine Harvest 
McConnell, its salmon farming 
operation. 

Booker has received several 
expressions of interest in the 
businesses. The proceeds will 
initially be used to pay down 
debt though they could also be 
returned to shareholders. 

MrTfylorsaid financial and 


trade buyers had also made 
offers for its food distribution 
businesses. “Although ^ we beBeve 
the value is in their develop- 
ment. we have an obligation to 
our shareholders to evaluate 
those offers,” he said. 

Booker shares slumped 44p 
to 248 J>p as investors concen- 
trated on the company’s 
warning that profits in the first 
half of 1998 would be lower 
than they were last yea r. 

Analysts were also disap- 
pointed that Booker, whose 
share price has been buoyed by 
takeover speculation, had 
quashed hopes of a bid. 


Clear Channel clinches 
victory in More battle 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


THE EXTRAORDINARY bid 
battle for More, the outdoor ad- 
vertising group, finally ended 
last night when Gear Channel, 
the US media giant, announced 
that it had control of more than 
half of More’s shares. 

Gear Channel yesterday 
bought 6.6m More shares on 
the stock market, taking its 
faeldfeg to more than 1 9 m. To- 
gether with the acceptances it 
has already received. Gear 
Channel now holds 513 per 
cent of the shares and plans to 
declare its 1110p a share offer 


unconditional as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Decaux, the French group 
whose hopes of mounting a 
counter-bid for More were 
dashed when its offer was re- 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, conced- 
ed defeat, 

"Obviously we’re disap- 
pointed that we didn't get the 
result we wanted,” a spokesman 
. for the company said. “But we 
remain the largest global play- 
er in this business and will 
seek to retain that position.” 

More shares fell 3p to 
1105p. 
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Right signals 
from Vodafone 


this IS a bull market, and 
one of the sectors the market 
is most bullish about is tele- 
coms. If you’re in a business 
that involves people picking up 
phones it seems that valuations 
are no longer important 

Nothing could better 
demonstrate this than yester- 
day's reaction to Vodafone's 
full-year results. Here is a 
stock that has already almost 
trebled in value in the past 22 
months. But faced with slightly 
better than expected pre-tax 
profits of£650m - a 21 percent 
rise - investors merrily pushed 
Vodafone shares up 25p to a 
new all-time high of 713p. 

On profit forecasts for this 
year of £S3Gm, the shares now 
trade on a multiple of 42 times 
this year's expected earnings - 
more than double the rating of 
the market. Vbdafbne's growth 
prospects are good, but are 
they that attractive? 

Based on the UK business, 
probably noL Vodafone is the 
largest and longest-established 
operator, but other competi- 
tors are muscling in. So Voda- 
fone has to keep cutting 
charges and offering new ser- 
vices to hang on to its sub- 
scribers. The next generation 
of mobile licences, to be auc- 
tioned off next summer, will 
provide an opportunity to sell 
a range of new services. But 
until those are in place, last 
year's 8 per cent growth in 
profits is about all Vodafone 
can hope for. 

The overseas businesses, 
however, are a different story. 
Vodafone has long insisted 
that its investments in mobile 
licences from Sweden to 
Uganda had huge promise. 
Now (hose ventures arc be- 
ginning to pay off. Profits 
from continental Europe more 
than quadrupled to £137.9m, 
although losses in the Pacific 
Rim deepened to £59.2m. 

Vodafone has other In- 
vestments in its sights, and al- 
though its balance sheet 
gearing is approaching 300 


Vodafone: At a glance 

Martel vatoe: £2Z0bn. share price ?13p (+25pj 
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Analysts have downgraded 
their 1998 profit estimates to 
about £545m. This gives Siebe 
a forward multiple of 20 times. 
High enough 


Filofax bid 
hopes dashed 


per cent it has further bor- 
rowing facilities to draw on. 
Given the current state of the 
market, shareholders would 
also happily fork out more cash 
if Vbdafone needs it. 

Make no mistake, this stock 
is expensive. But the com- 
pany's track record and 
prospects just about justify that 
rating. If you want exposure to 
the telecoms sector, Vodafone 
is a good long-term play. 


Standards 
slip at Siebe 


SIEBE is a victim of its own 
success. It's not often that the 
announcement of record prof- 
its leads to a dramatic fall in 
the share price. But Siebe is 
supposed to be a class act with 
high standards, and those stan- 
dards have slipped. 

The engineering giant's 
share price fell 126p to 1377p 
yesterday after pre-tax profits 
came in at £486m, a rise of 14.7 
per cent, but below the £500m 
some analysts had expected. 

The company was hurt by 
the downturn in the Far East 


and the strength of the poand 
and dollar. But the City was 
also worried by a slowdown in 
organic growth during the sec- 
ond half of the year. 

Moreover, analysts were 
shaken by the high cost of re- 
structuring and the fact that 
Siebe says £100m more must 
be spent on heavy cuts over the 
□ext two years, when it plans 
to cut 4,000 jobs world-wide. 

This is the downside of 
Siebe’s recent flurry of acqui- 
sitions. In the past year, it has 
spent £1 3bn on deals that in- 
clude APV, the industrial pro- 
cessing group, and Euro therm, 
the controls maker. Bedding 
down those buys will cost 
money. 

Chief executive Allen 
Yurko believes the pound and 
dollar will remain strong for 
some time. To counter this and 
other problems - like a 
squeeze on prices as a result 
of deflation - some manufac- 
turing will be shifted to lower- 
cost areas. 

Six months ago Mr Yurko 
was bullish about the Far East 
but he admitted yesterday he 
plans to shift away from the 
region. 


ROBIN FIELD, Filofax’s 
chief executive, yesterday 
quietly killed off shareholders’ 
hopes of a takeover bid or even 
a profitable joint venture that 
would revive the la g gin g for- 
tunes of this oace-trendy 
Eighties icon. “After a thor- 
ough exploration of several 
possibilities we have deter- 
mined there is not such op- 
portunity in the short term and 
these discussions have now 
been terminated,” said Mr 
Field, who replaces founder 
David Collischon as chairman 
in July. The shares promptly 
lost 10 per cent of tbeir value, 
dropping 17_5p to 16l25p. 

Results for the year to 
March were also disappointing. 
In spite of the impact of the 
strong pound, profits from con- 
tinuing operations rose 7 per 
cem to£6.1m. However, this was 
wiped out by a £7m exception- 
al hit on the loss-making greet- 
ings card business Henry Ling, 
sold at the end of the year. 

Drakes, the office sta- 
tionery business, saw sales of 
its own-label stationery 
dwindle to almost nothing. 
Filofax’s time management 
business suffered while a con- 
tract to produce gift cata- 
logues for BT was cancelled. 

The group is now dearly 
focused on the ring-binder or- 
ganiser market, where margins 
are still high and buoyant over- 
seas markets now account for 
60 per cent of sales. Analysts 
have trimmed forecasts for the 
current year to £6. 7m, putting 
the shares on a forward p/e ra- 
tio of less than 20. Although 
there are no bids on the table 
at present, the hope must be 
that a predator- possibly a fi- 
nancial buyer - will see some 
value in Filofax. For that rea- 
son, the shares are worth a punt 
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“could be worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars”, says Mr Bhatti. He has already 
sold one policy to an energy company in 
the US, and is expecting big interest from 
the UK. 

Broekbank wOl repay lost revenues to 
companies if the temperature falls out- 
side independently estimated norms on 
specified days, he says. However, he does 
not expect much interest for the product 
in “monotype temperature" countries 
such as Saudi Arabia. 



WHATEVER you made of Siebe’s an- 
nual results yesterday, the engineering 
group certainly doesn’t look on the way 
to winning a “Plain English” award. 

Allen Ytarke, Siebe's chief executive, 
described the company’s £100m re-jig, 
winch will axe 4,000 jobs over the next 
two years, as “an accelerated facility re- 
structuring and acquisition integration 
programme". 


FASHION retailers will no longer be able 
to blame declining sales figures on cool, 
damp summers, and power generators 
will be blocked from justifying poor rev- 
enues od a mild winter, if Mahmud Bbatti 
has his way. 

Mr Bhatti, senior class underwriter at 
Broekbank, the biggest underwriting 
agency at Lloyd's of London, is spear- 
heading the firm’s new product - “Weath- 
er Stabilisation Insurance” (WSI). 

In a country where the changeable 
weather is a source of constant conver- 
sation. Broekbank is offering to recom- 
pense companies which lose revenue 
when it rains instead of shines. 

Or vice versa. Mr Bhatti says that oil 
and gas companies will be able to insure 
against mild winters which reduce heat- 
ing bills for customers, while retailers of 
soft drinks, ice cream and beer will be able 
to take a policy out against rain-sodden 
summers. 

The market for the WSI policies 


FORGET Gazza and his illicit kebabs. 
Scotland have already won the 1998 
World Cup in France, I can exclusively 
reveal. 

Logica, the IT consultancy, holds its 
own football world cup every year, and 
last week the venue was Bordeaux. The 
tournament attracted nine teams with 
over 100 players drawn from Logjca’s of- 
fices around the globe. 

Scotland beat Italy one-nil in the fi- 
nal, thus ensuring themselves sporting im- 
mortality. And the whole team were real 
Scots, I am. assured, drawn from Logica’s 
Aberdeen and Edinburgh offices. 

Ominously, there was no word of how 
England fared. Is this an omen for the 
real thing? Pass the chilli sauce ... 


ness card), yesterday visited the Chez Ger- 
ard restaurant in London's Owent Gar- 
den. 

Dr Howells found time to make some 
of the pomme friles which were then con- 
sumed at lunch at the restaurant, one of 
14 new Chez Gerards in London opened 
recently. 

The lunching was all in a good cause, 
Fm glad to say. The restaurant group is 
doubling its annual training and recruit- 
ment spend to £350.000 in an attempt to 
create over 100 jobs a year, a move wel- 
comed by the Government. 

Neville Abraham, chairman and chief 
executive of Groupe Chez Gerard, com- 
mented: “In today's tight labour market 
looking after staff means investing more 
money in training and development.” 

Meanwhile farther north in London 
the refurbished Sadlers Wells theatre is 
in the process of being reopened after an 
ambitious refurbishment, together with 
a new Chez Gerard restaurant just down 
the road. According to the Groupe's 
deputy chairman, Laurence Isaacson, the 
restaurant and theatre form a “pas de 
deux”. 


FT'S a lough job, but someone's got to 
do it. Dr Kim Howells, Parliamentary Un- 
der Secretary of State for Lifelong Learn- 
ing at the Department for Education and 
Employment (Cry fitting that on your trusi- 


SOME role switches are going on in the 
financial sector. Julie Baddeky. former- 
ly a partner of Andersen Consulting and 
“in charge of a substantial part of its 
change practice in Europe”, is joining the 
Woolwich as an executive director. 

And David Reid Scott, who played a 
key role in the development of Phoenix, 
the London-based corporate finance 
boutique, has joined Donaldson, Lufkin 
& Jenrette, the American investment 
bank, as a rice chairman of the European 
Investment Banking Group. 

Mr Reid Scott will help develop busi- 
ness alongside Cliff Hampton in the Fi- 
nancial Institutions Group, and will 
develop clients across the European In- 
vestment Banking Group, with special 
emphasis on mergers and acquisitions. 


Alstom will be valued 


at £4.6m in share offer 


By Michael Harrison 


ALSTOM, the power engi- 
neering and rail transport 
group owned by GHC and Al- 
catel Df France, is to be valued 
at up to £4.6bn when its glob- 
al share offering lakes place this 
month. 

The valuation is higher than 
expected and compares with the 
£4bn figure previously indicat- 
ed by the two parent companies. 

Shares in Alstom, which is 
floating simultaneously on the 
Paris, London and New York 
markets, will priced in a range 
of FR190 to FFr220. 

News of the pricing range 
came as Alstom announced 
that its board would be 
strengthened by the appoint- 
ment of three high-profile non- 
executive directors, led by Sir 


William Purves of HSBC, who 
will be vice-chairman- The oth- 
er two are Dr Klaus Esser.the 
vTce-chairman of Mannesman, 
the German engineering and 
telecomsgroup, and Jacques de 
Laroisiere de Champfeu, the 
former governor of the Banque 
de France and managing di- 
rector of the International 
Monetary Fund. 

GEC and Alcatel intend to 
float between 52 and 58 per 
cent of the company. Share- 
holders in the two parent com- 
panies wiU be emitted to apply 
for up to 20 per cent of Lhe 
shares issued which, depending 
on the level of subscription, 
could leave them with up to 10 
per cent of the company. 

Alstom's 1 10JJ00 employees 
will be entitled to apply for a far- 
ther 2 per cent of the shares at 


a 20 per cent disco uni to the 
strike price. 

The strike price will be de- 
termined by a angle global 
book bu3dmg run by CSfB and 
Goldman Sachs. No tranches of 
shares will be allocated to any 
particular geographic market 
Nor will there be a public of- 
fer of the shares in the UK al- 
though French private investor 
will be able to apply through the 
global offering. 

Alstom, led by its chairman 
and chief executive Pierre Bfl- 
ger.wSl raise 300m ecus of new 
money from the flotation and 
is expected to have at least £1 bn 
to play with to finance acqui- 
sitions once it is complete. 

The company is one of the 
biggest train manufacturers in 
the world. It supplies the 
French TG and Eurostars and 



Pierre BHger, whose firm 
will have £1 bri to play with 


is part of a consortium with Fat 

which will make high-speed 
tilting trains for the Virgin 
West Coast Mainline. Its oth- 
er interests include power sta- 
tions, electrical transmission 
equipment and ships. 

Shares in Alstom are due to 
begin trading cm 22 June. 


£l00m bonus 
for MEPC’s 


IN BRIEF 


shareholders 


Lloyds adds extra £200m to 
cost of pensions mis-selling 


By Andrew Verity 


MEPC, the property group, 
yesterday promised to return 
an extra £100m to sharehold- 
ers after completing a £lbn 
sale of its overseas business- 


es. 


The group will repay 
£400m by issuing a bonus of re- 
deemable “B” shares, using 
the rest of the proceeds of the 
sale to fond a £550bn devel- 
opment programme in the 
UK. Originally, only £300m 
had been expected. 

The extra capital wfll re- 
ward shareholders who have in 
the last year put MEPC under 
intense pressure to sharpen 
the focus of its corporate strat- 
egy. 

Since last September, the 
group has mounted a whole- 
sale restructuring, ditching its 
US and Australian operations 
and buying UK property. 

In February the group sold 
its Australian portfolio for 
A$418 (£157m)-a price low- 
er than hoped because markets 
were depressed by the impact 
of the Asian crisis. By the end 
of April it had also sold its US 


portfolio for S1.315m 
(£807m), considered a rea- 
sonable price. 

In the same period since 
September. MEPC has sought 
to refocus on properties which 
will bring a higher investment 
return, buying £685m of UK 
property and selling holdings 
worth £65 0m. 

The group said it remained 
optimistic about prospects for 
UK property prices. Occupi- 
er demand was particularly 
strong in the south-east office 
market, the company said 

James Tuckey, chief exec- 
utive, said: “We have delivered 
on everything we said we were 
going to.” He said gearing 
had been reduced to 65 per 
cent, allowing the company to 
complete developments in the 
UK. He expects the company 
to spend £250m over the next 
year and a further £300m be- 
fore the end of the year 2000. 

The £2Jbn group has re- 
cruited a new’ chairman. Sir 
John Egan, to replace Michael 
Blakenham at the beginning of 
August Sir John is currently 
chairman of BAA. the airports 
business. 


Consumer lending tumbles 


THE RISE in consumer credit m April was the lowest for seven 
months, falling below the recent £1 bn mark to £866m, down from 
£l_4bn in March. The figures yesterday were a relief to those in 
the financial markets counting on the Bank of England not to raise 
interest rales after the monthly meeting of its Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee today and tomorrow. The dip in April might, however, be 
related to the timing of Easter, as -March’s figure was unusually 
high. Net mortgage lending increased slightly between March and 
April up from il.Sfrn to £23bn. This kept the year-on-year growth 
of total borrowing by the personal sector steady at 75 per cent. 


Commonwealth seeks listing 
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COMMONWEALTH Oil and Gas is to seek a listing on the Lon- 
don stock market after winning what it claims is the first onshore con- 
cession by a western company in Azerbaijan. In a signing ceremony 
in Baku attended by the UK energy minister John Battle and foe 
Azeri president Heydar Aliyev, Commonwealth was given permis- 
sion to explore and develop 150,000 acres. The prodtKtion-sharing 
agreement was signed between Newport Phgnd-based Commonwealth, 
which holds a 40 per cent stake in the concession. Union Texas (40 
per cent) and the Azeri state oil group, Socar (20 per cent). Com- 
monwealth aims to raise $50m as its initial contribution to the de- 
velopment via a UK listing before the end of this year. 


Tesco launches pension 


TESCO Personal Finance, the supermarket’s in-store financial 
services arm. yesterday launched a no-frills flexible penalty-free 
pensions plan developed with Scottish Widows. Initially, it will 
be offered in 20 stores prior to a nationwide launch later this year. 
Customers can invest as little as £1 a day in a choice of five dif- 
ferent funds, including an index tracker Kind, a fixed interest and 
a cash fund. 


CGU emerges from merger 


COMMERCIAL Union and General Accident were renamed 
CGU yesterday as their £1 5bn merger offer became unconditional. 
Sir John Carter, Frances Heaton and Henk Meij have retired as 
directors as expected. The merger, which will be implemented 
over the next two years, is expected to result in the loss of 5,000 
jobs world-wide. Of these, 3.000 will fall in the UK. 


FI venture with Scots bank 


BANK of Scotland and FI Group, the technology services com- 
pany, have set up a new business. First Banking Systems, to de- 
velop rr systems for the Scottish bank. First Banking, in which 
Bank of Scotland will hold a 5 1 per cent stake, will bring together 
310 staff from Bank of Scotland with 120 FI Group employees. 


Germans ‘ahead on futures’ 


THE Deutsche Terminborse (DTB) said it traded more futures 
and options contracts in May than Liffe, the London futures and 
options exchange. Around 15.6 million contracts were traded on 
the DTB. compared with 15.08 million on its arch-rival Liffe. Fig- 
ures released yesterday show Liffe is still losing market share in 
the prestigious German bond future (the Bund) to the DTB. Liffe 
traded 1,177,783 Bund contracts last month, down almost 25 per 
cent from ApriL A Liffe spokesman said the exchange's Bund 
market share was around 16 per cent in May. compared with 19 
per cent in April 
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LLOYDS TSB, the UK bank, is expected to put an extra £200m 
towards the costs of sorting out foe pensions mis-selling debSde 
when it announces its first-half profits at the end of July. ABN 
Amro, the house broker, and Schroders are understood to have 
downgraded their 1998 pre-tax profit forecasts for the bank by 
JE300m and £200m respectively. At its interim results, Lloyds - 
which owns Cheltenham & Gloucester, the building society - is 
expected to announce increases in its share of net mortgage lending, 
a competitive market where many of its rivals are struggling. 
Schroders is now forecasting a full-year pre-tax profit of £354bn, 
a year-on -year increase of 12 per cent 
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WHY SETTLE FOR A PERSONALISED NUMBER PLATE 
WHEN YOU CAN HAVE A PERSONALISED CAR? 


There are more Item 1 4000 dHfettnt options on ttm Nfotoo 540. From £14355 to £24.105. 
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VOIM A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE DL 

Call 0800 100 140 for a free video. 
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Mathewson plays his Royal flush brilliantly 
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OUTLOOK 

ON THE STRATEGY OF 
THE ROYAL BANK 
. CHIEF IN THE 

AFFAIR, 

: /THE FALL IN 
. /AMERICAN 
UN EMPLOYMENT 
AND THE SUCCESS OF 

National grid 


NEXT to the now legendary Sir Brian Pit- 
man, chairman of Lloyds, the banker roost 
often praised in the City these days tends 
to be the dour and often combative 
George Mathewson, chief executive of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland. During his six- 
and-a-half-year tenure, he’s impressively 
managed to bring the Royal Bank back 
fe>m the dead; but for its investment in 
Direct Line insurance, the group would 
have been in the red in the early 1990s. 
Nor is the improvement simply down to 
the banking cyde. Royal has deveriy cap- 
italised on its s mall market share south 
of the border to launch some important 
initiatives in low-cost banking which have 
genuinely unnerved its larger peers. 

Ear all that, Mr Mathewson is in the 
end chief executive only of a comparatively 
small player in retail and commercial bank- 
ing and while everyone knows that it is re- 
turn on capital, not size, which counts these 
days, he’d stiB like to be known as the man 
who put Royal on the map. To do this, he 
needs a big deal. Birmingham Midshires 
at tbe price he originally negotiated 
would have been a steal, but it would not 
have been tbe quantum leap that Mr 
Mathewson needs. 

So what to make of persistent specula- 
tion of a merger with Halifax, a sort of re- 
verse takeover which would see the whole 
shebang nm out of Edinburgh by Mr Math- 
ewson as chief executive? As it transpires, 
there was a dinner at which the subject was 
broached, but nothing that could be 
termed merger negotiations. Certainly 
there was no letter from Halifax’s Mike 
Blackburn formally proposing a deaL 


Even so, the City remains convinced there 
was more to it than a casual pass across the 
second brandy. Further, the story that Vis- 
count Younger, Royal’s chairman, was 
somehow slighted in the process refuses to 
go away. 

Mr Mathewson is notoriously scathing 
about Halifax and its prospects in private. 
Like many of us, he finds it bard to un- 
derstand how a company whose core asset 
- its mortgage book - is mature and gen- 
tly declining can command a stock market 
rating superior to his own. But, like most 
busmesanenwho criticise their competitors, 
the suspicion is of a hidden agenda behind 
the strictures. If the truth be known, he’d 
quite like to run their show too. Certainly 
there seems to be more than a hint of vin- 
dictiveness in Royal’s insistence that Hal- 
ifax be forced to pay XI to more than 
anyone else for Birmingham Midshires. 

Royal is charging Birmingham Midshires 
£5m for early release from its takeover 
agreement with Royal but if the alternative 
suitor is Halifax, the price goes up another 
£10ul Whether it was Royal or Birming- 
ham Midshires that insisted on this Hali- 
fax specific poison pill is now tbe subject 
of open recriminations, but it would seem 
that Royal has more to gain than Birm- 
ingham Midshires from the caper. 

Whatever the truth, this looks like more 
than just friendly jostling for position be- 
tween competitors. There’s a power game 
going on here: Mr Mathewson seems to 
want Halifax to be seen to overpay. More 
importantly, he's determined that he’ll be 
negotiating from a position of strength if 
and when the consolidation of second-tier 


British hanking that everyone expects fi- 
nally gets under way. So far its bard to 
fault the way he’s played his hand. 

American peak, 
Japanese trough 

SOMETHING unprecedented in post-war 
economic history is about to happen, 
possibly this week, but certainly within the 
next month or two. Before long the un- 
employment rate in the United States is 
going to fall lower than tbe rate in Japan. 
For the first lime in living memory, the land 
of opportunity and insecurity is about to 
offer its inhabitants better job prospects 
than the land of lifetime employment. 

This week's employment report from 
the US is likely to show a further decline 
in the unemployment rate to 43 per cent 
At the present turbo-charged pace of eco- 
nomic growth in the US, this will fall even 
lower. Meanwhile the latest figures show 
that unemployment in Japan has soared 
from 33 per cent of the workforce - 
already very high by historical standards 
- to 4. 1 per cent, and is heading firmly up- 
ward. It will only lake another month, two 
at most, for these trends to cross. There 
could scarcely be a more telling symbol 
of the growing economic strength of the 
US and weakness of Japan. 

Certainly it would be easy to cite Ibis 
milestone as evidence not just of the tri- 
umph of the Anglo-Saxon over the Asian 
model of capitalism, but also of its supe- 
riority. Indeed, it is positively satisfying to 
do so. given how much the red-blooded. 


free-market variety had fallen out of 
fashion with trendy pundits who spied ad- 
vantages in Japanese long-leimisra. 

However, a little bit of caution is need- 
ed. Part of the explanation for the stellar 
combination of rapid growth. low unem- 
ployment and low inflation in the US is just 
that the economy is at that transient stage 
of the business cyde when everything goes 
well for a little while. It would be foolish 
to assume the US has achieved the holy grail 
of economic policy - abolition of the busi- 
ness cyde. Tbe next stage is for inflation 
to grew, and then as interest rales are tight- 
ened to counter these pressures, for growth 
to slow and unemployment to climb. 

On the other hand there is almost cer- 
tainly also some truth in the “new para- 
digm" model of the US economy- Some of 
the long-awaited fruits of new technologies 
are at last being harvested and the econ- 
omy’s growth potential probably has in- 
creased compared with the 1970s and 1980& 
It is at times like these, when the economic 
environment is changing rapidly, that free- 
wheeling and entrepreneurial variants of 
capitalism are likely to perform best- while 
those built on tradition and fixed rela- 
tionships will suffer by comparison. 

Dangerous, but 
desirable 

FROM a shareholder value perspective, 
it is hard to fault what the National Grid 
has achieved since tbe electricity indus- 
try was privatised in tbe early 1990s. Its 
business - distributing electricity in Eng- 


land and Whies - is an eaty and predictable 
one on which it enjoys an absolute mo- 
nopoly. But it is also a nil-growth and high- 
ly regulated one. Even so. the Grid has 
used its balance sheet well to maximise val- 
ue, and more importantly in or.c of those 
strokes of luck or genius (depending on 
how you view these things), it decided to 
invest heavily in a state-of-the-art fibre op- 
tic telecommunications network which it 
runs along its electricity cables. 

Less than a year ago. National Grid 
floated a drunk of this business. Eneigis. 
on the stock market. The shares have since 
soared and today the Grid’s retained con- 
trolling stake in Energis is worth a third of 
its total stock market value of £53bn. It was 
always a little bit of a mystery as to why En- 
ergis wasn’t demerged from the Grid in its 
entirety for there is nothing that connects 
these two companies other than the na- 
tional network of pylons that both use. 

Executives provided a partial answer 
to that question yesterday. The Grid's soar- 
away value is to be used as a platform for 
a £lbn-plus electricity acquisition in the 
US. Thus does management ambition and 
aggrandisement in ihe end always come 
to do battle with the higher calling of 
shareholder value. Any acquisition in 
the US. which Gerald Roman once fa- 
mously described as a “shark pool of a 
place", is always fraught with risk. In the 
electricity industry, it would seem a dou- 
bly problematic strategy, since American 
electricity companies are nearly all much 
more highly valued than British ones. But 
who are we to question the judgement of 
the vision that brought us Energis? 


Flood spending 
aids Thames chief 


"By Michael Harrison 

THAMES WATER is spend- 
ing milfions of pounds to stop 
homes in the London area 
from being flooded fry sewage 
■ after violent rainstorms. One 
of the recent victims of a 
sewage flood was the compa- 
ny’s deputy chairman, Sir 
Christepher Leaver, whose 
Chelsea home was badly af- 
fected by sewage hacking up . 
into the basement. .. ■ . 

The spending, is p?ri .of a, 
nriOm disoretiqnaxy invest- 
ment programme aiuKtupced 
yesterday by. Thames to im- 
prove water supplies in the 
- South-east. . . 

. Thames has so far removed 
" the threat of sewage flooding 
, from 1300 properties in hs 
gprea. Tbe company declines to 
▼say how many more homes 
are under threat or how many 
cases it deals with in a. year* 


- Other additional measures 
to improve water supplies in- 
clude extra spending an the ring 
main outside London. The 
company is also opening up old 
wells in the capital to relieve the 
. problem of rising levels of 
ground water which are threat- 
ening to flood parts of the 
London Underground net- 
work. 

The extra £100 m invest- 
ment came as Thames an- 
nounced a £300m special 
payout Ip shareholders through 
an issue of B shares, a 9 per cent 
increase in operating profits to 
£481mandas 1J.6 per cent rise 
in the dividend. .. 

Thames also pledged that 
this summer would be the sev- 
enth consecutive year free of 
. water restrictions, adding that 
it was ahead of the leakage re- 
duction targets set by the wa- 
ter regulator Ofwat- . 

In readiness for the review 


of domestic water charges in 
2000, which is likely to see a big 
one-off cut in water bills, 
Thames is seeking to increase 
profits from its non-regulaied, 
international business. 

Profits from non-regulaied 
activities increased by a third 
last year to £45m and' now ac- 
count for 10 per cent of over- 
all group profits. Thames is 
targeting a doubling of the 
contribution from non-regu- 
lated activities to 20 per cent in 
the next five years. 

Overall investment was 
£4 71m last year and is expect- 
ed to reach £500m. bringing tbe 
loial invested since privatisation 
to nearly £4bn. 

Thames said its own cus- 
tomer surveys showed that con- 
sumers were overwhelming in 
favour of increased investment 
with more than 90 per cent say- 
ing they would prefer im- 
provements in water quality and 



Jakarta project is restored 
by ending Suharto link 


B3I Alexander, chief executive of Thames Witer, and Sir 
Robert Clarice, chairman 


By Michael Harrison in Lcftton 
and Richard Lloyd Parry in ^arta 

THAMES WATER has won 
back a £220m contract to sup- 
ply water to Jakarta after 
agreeing to buy out Its minor- 
ity partner in tbe project, a 
company controlled fay a son of 
the former Indonesian leader 
President Suharto. 

The contract was pat on 
hold last week after allegations 
fhat Thames had obtained the 
lucrative 25-year concession 
as a result of nepotism. 

Under the agreement struck 
yesterday with the new In- 


donesian government. Thames 
will take over tbe 20 per cent 
stake in tbe venture held by FT 
Kekarpda Airindo, a company 
controlled by Suharto’s son 
Sigit, and give tbe Jakarta re- 
gional authorities (PAM) a 5 
per cent bolding. 

“After the transfer [from the 
Indonesia companies to 
Thames and Lyonnaisej, PAM 
will cooperate with the two 
foreign companies as long as 
they form joint ventures with 
city-owned firms," said 
Jakarta’s deputy governor for 
development affairs. Budiard- 
jo Sukmadi. 


He said the foreign firms 
would be allowed to resume 
their operations later this week. 
After PAM Jaya suspended the 
original contracts on 23 May, 
Thames employees were locked 
out of their own premises in 
Jakarta. 

After tbe signing of the orig- 
inal agreement on 5 February, 
there were complaints after 
PAM Java announced a 25 per 
cent increase in water tariffs. 
The speaker of tbe dty coun- 
cil, Edy Waluyo, said tariffs 
would be returned to their old 
levels while tbe new agree- 
ment was being worked out. 


supply to reduced bills. 

The £300m capital distrib- 
ution together with the second 
tranche of the windfall lax and 
capital spending commitments 
will lift gearing from 51 per cent 
at present to 80 peT cent. 
Thames said it aimed to reduce 
dividend cover from 23 to 2 
times. 


Battle over Midshires £IOm 


By Andrew Verity 


A DISPUTE : broke out yester- 
day between Rbyaf Bank of 
Scotland and Birmingham Mid- 
shires over who had insisted the 
building society pay £lflm extra 
if it links up with the Halifax. 

RBS yesterday released 
Birmingham Midshires from a 
£630m offer made last August, 
which included a clause block- 
ing the society from talking to 
other bidders. In return, Mid- 
' shires agreed to pay RBS £5 in. 

But the former partners ap- 
peared strongly at odds yes- 
terday over who wanted 
Midshires to pay a further 
£10si if it ■was bought by the 
Halifax. Arty other bidder woud 
require a payment of just £5ra, 
giving the appearance of a 
“poison pflT for the Halifax. 


RBS executives said the 
bank wanted an extra £I0m no 
matter who bought the society, 
but said Midshires executives 
bad turned them down. 

1 But a Midshires spokesman 
described this as “nonsense", 
pointing to a letter written by 
the group’s chief executive, Dr 
George Mathewson. 

Midshires said Royal Bank 
bad wanted the payment — but 
only if it the buyerwas the Hal- 
ifax. He cited a letter, dated 20 
May, in which Dr Mathewson 
wrote to his opposite number 
at Midihires, Mike Jackson, to 
suggest the Halifax payment 
Tbe poison pill may disrupt 
negotiations with Halifax, 
which has bid £780m, because 
it gives the bank a small dis- 
advantage against other bid- 
ders. Bank of Ireland, which 


bought Bristol & West for 
£60Qm last July, has already said 
it is interested in another UK 
mortgage lender. 

The Halifax said: “It would 
be premature to say anything 
before talking to the board. We 
are confident that our offer rep- 
resents full and fair value for 
Birmingham Midshires." 


Midsbires also appeared to in- 
vite further bids, raising the 
prospect of a blind auction. Mike 
Jackson, chief executive, said: 
“Tbe board wiD consider any 
other proposals which it receives 
from third parties alongside tbe 
society's other strategic options, 
which include flotation" 
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More index distortions as RMC returns to Footsie 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


RMC, the building materials 
group, bad the dubious dis- 
tinction of “celebrating” its re- 
turn to Footsie with a 12-5 per 
cent fall. 

The shares, as rogue trades 
were cleared out of the order 
book, fell 175p to l,225p. 

The ramifications of the 
RMC debacle do not, how- 
ever, end with a share price ad- 
justment It is a development 
which would have created 
confusion in some corner of 
the land should the Monday 
dosing price have been es- 
sential for, say, an estate 
valuation. And die two major 
stock market indices have 
been thrown by the maverick 
RMC trades. 

On Monday, as RMC 
soared on the back of the 
rogue deals, the FTSE 250 mid 
cap index was clearly inflated 
And yesterday, as the company 
joined Footsie, the subsequent 
downward adjustment eroded 
the dosing Footsie calculation 
of 5.8423 points, up 4.4. 

The index distortions were 


underlined by the display by 
Royal & Sun Alliance, the in- 
surance group. The shares, as 
the marker closed, soared on 
the back of a trade of just 2^00 
shares at 700p. If reason had 
prevailed the dosing price 
would at best have been 674p 
but more realistically 648p. 
The fictitious dose, which was 
used for the Footsie closing 
calculation or for any portfo- 
lio valuation, was an unjusti- 
fied 700p, up 6%). 

Dally Mail & General 
Trust non voting “A” shares 
have been accorded what is at 
best the mixed blessing of 
joining the order book. Trad- 
ing on the book, which ac- 
counts for little more than 30 
per cent of the available 
turnover, starts today. The 
shares dosed 135p higher at 
3,135p. The powerful ordi- 
nary shares, which control the 
company, will remain subject 
to the old market-making 
system. 

The distortion created by 
the 2300 Royal Sun sale mere- 


ly underlines the dangers of 
the Stock Exchange's deci- 
sion to remove the minimum 
size for order-driven deals. 
There are worries that even a 
50-share order could create the 
sort of havoc which has been 
evident at RMC and Royal 
Sun. Few market men believe 
the minimum deal and other 
changes announced last week 
wSl do much to cure the ob- 
vious weaknesses of such an 
unfriendly system. 

CGU, the result of the 
Commercial Union-General 
Accident insurance merger 
which created the RMC Foot- 
sie vacancy, ended its first 
day 27p lower at l,094p. 

The rest of the stock mar- 
ket experienced a lacklustre 
session. Results helped alle- 
viate the boredom with 
National Grid and Vodafone 
enjoying favourable figures. 

Lloyds TSB rose 12p to 
S87p despite profit down- 
grading from ABN Amro 
and Schraders on pension 
misselling. The two houses 


lowered profit forecasts, in 
ABN*s case by £300m to 
£355bn. 

Shell finned 3_5p EO 44Sp 
on its proposed Iranian ex- 
pansion, and the Falkland 
flyers continued to recover 
with Desire Petroleum up 
3Z5pto3223p. 

Renters responded to a 
Lehman Brothers target of 
802p witha 7p lift to 7L3p and 



Independent Insurance jumped 

32L5p to 374p on bid talk. 

HR Owen, the upmarket 
car dealer, purred 235p ahead 
to 17_25p although takeover 
hopes faded foflowng the sate 
by Ong Beng Seng, the 
Malaysian tycoon, of 32.7 mil- 
lion shares. His stake is new 
9.9 per cent The groups chief 
executive, Nicholas Lancaster, 
picked up 17.8 million of the 
shares at 17J25p with institu- 
tions acquiring the rest. Mr. 
Lancaster now has 21.7 per 
cent. 

Bid hopes also evaporated 
at FSofax, off I7-5p to 16l3p. 
The company has been talking 
to would-be baymsince April 
but a deal has not been con- 
cluded. 

Bass, Cadbmy Schweppes 
and SmithKIine Beecfaam 
largely brushed aside the fizzy 
drinks scare but building 
shares, on the back of profit 
upgradings, edged ahead. 
Newcomer Junes R Knowles, 
a construction support group, 
ended at 963p against an S5p 


placing. But Folypipt fell 16p 
to 172p after Charterhouse 
TOney made cautious noises. 

Oasis Stores jumped 2Sp to 
202p following a sales up- 
surge; More, the advertising 
group, was little changed at 
l,105p as Clear Channel, the 
US group, finally ended the 
hid argument by increasing its 
shareholding to 513 percent 

Geo Interactive Media im- 
proved l&5p to 176-5p as 18 
million shares were placed at 
145p. The internet software 
group intends to move from 
AIM to full listing. 

Dicorder, a developer of 
3D technology, is moving from 
OfextoAlM. It fixed up two 
contracts, supplying a 3D scan- 
ner to an NHS bums unit and 
a 3D camera to the Victoria & 
Albert Museum. The com- 
pany suffered a loss of 
£8680)00. 

B ower scr een, the troubled 
engineer, endured another 

fatting ?.?.p to 

65 3p; the shares were 7623p 
in October. 


TA KING STO CK: 

THK stock market retain of 

Michael Ashcroft, the 

controversial financier 
responsible fora string of 
deals in the -19$0& edges 
dosen Strand Partners, the 
investment house, Is 
assigning its option, on 29.9 
per cent of the capita] to a 
company called Portland \ . 
Holdings, which is related to . 
Mr Ashcraft. Richard 
FahaQs and ftsol Coleman of 
Strand, the advisers to 
Portland and Mr Ashcroft, 
are joining the Carlisle board 
which also features 
entrepreneur Nigel 'Wray as 
chairman. Carlisle, a 
property group, is one of the 
market’s longs tanding shells. 
Shares rose 23p to 16p. 

LXBERFABRICA, formerly 
Bath Press, hdd atl^, just 
above its year's km. . 
Stockbroker Redmayne 
Bentley is keen on the shares. 
It believes profits for the year 
to end March will jump from 
£52>m to £CL9m. The low . 
rating accorded the shares 
leaves dre company vulnerable 
to a takeover strike. 
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The day Alf Ramsey stood by his hard man 


Nobby Stiles, one of 
the heroes of 32 
years ago, tells 
Ken Jones how he 
turned the other 
cheek 


WATCHING Alf Ramsey walk 
towards him on the morning of 
22 July 1966 Nobby Stiles 
I eared the worst. “That's it, Tm 
out," Stiles thought. Dropped 
for the following day’s World 
Cup quarter-final against Ar- 
gentina at Wembley. 

It was no secret that Fifa, an- 
gered by a bad foul on the 
French midfielder Jacques Si- 
mon two days earlier, wanted 
Stiles out of the England learn 
and were bringing pressure to 
bear on the Football Associa- 
tion. “There was plenty of talk 
about it in the newspapers and 
television,” Stiles said, “ru- 
mours of a row between Alf and 
the FA but he hadn't men- 
tioned the tackle or hinted that 
he was having a battle to keep 
me in the team.” 

Ramsey, his late arrival on 
the training ground puzzling the 
England players, asked Stiles a 
question. “I want to know 
whether you intended to kick 
the Frenchman." he said. Stiles, 
a devout catholic, answered in 
the negative. “1 swear I didn't 
mean it," he replied. “My tim- 
ing was bloody awfiiL ft must 
have looked bad but it was just 
bad timing. I didn't purposely 
kick the lad." 

Good enough for England’s 
manager. “I believe you," he 
said. “I take your word as an 
Englishman,” then going off to 
LeU waiting members of the 
FA’s Senior International Com- 
mittee that they could bave his 
resignation unless Stiles was 
permitted to play. 

Later that day, in the com- 
pany of a Danish friend. I came 
across Ramsey at England’s 
headquarters in north London. 
“What's the verdict on Stiles,” 
1 asked. “I think you know me 
well enough to have the an- 
swer," he replied. 

As we drove away my friend 
grew agitated. “But we don’t yet 
know about Stiles," he grum- 
bled. “We do,” I said, “we do. 
Nobby plays." 

There is no doubt in Stiles’ 
mind that Argentina were the 
biggest threat to England’s as- 
pirations. “They had some ter- 
rific players, some of the best we 
came up against, and if they’d 
concentrated on playing football 
might have been too good for us.” 

Instead, believing - with 
some justification - that the 
dice was loaded in favour of 
European teams they resort- 
ed to cynical fouling whenev- 



Bjr Rupert Metcalf 

JAPAN dumped their veteran 
striker Kazuypshi Mluist yea- 


1966 and all that: (From left) Nobby Stiles, Bobby Moore, Geoff Hurst, Martin Peters and Roger Hunt celebrate winning the World Cup at Wembley Photograph: Daily Mirror 


er anything displeased them. 

Nobody was more shocked 
by their attitude than Ramsey’s 
predecessor Walter Winterbot- 
tom. “I knew from 1962 that 
they were liable to turn nasty at 
the slightest provocation but I'd 
never before come across a 
team so determined to win by 
any means possible,” he said. 

If Fife's ill-advised appoint- 
ment of a German referee 
Rudolf Kreillein added to Ar- 
gentina's suspicion of Euro- 
pean bias, their behaviour 
against England was outra- 
geous enough to put them in 
danger of being banned from fu- 
ture World Cups. 

Before the match Stiles was 
taken aside, independently, 
by Ramsey's two assistants 
Harold Shepherdson and Les 
Cocker. “It was funny in a way,’ 
he said, “because both of them 
said, very seriously, that Alf 
bad put his reputation on the 
line for me and that I should 
do my utmost not to let him 
down. I was always inclined to 
be a bit excitable on the field, 
getting upset over bad deci- 
sions. that sort of thing, so I un- 
derstood exactly what Harold 
and Les were on about If I did 
just one stupid thing it would 
embarrass Alf and weaken his 
position." 
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SWISS WATCHES 



As official Timekeepers of die ATP World Tour, the Grand Slam 
In Australia and France and official watch of the Davis Cup, 
Swiss watchmakers Rada are the dominant name in the time of 
world tennis tournaments. 

It is because of this strong association that Rado are able to 
offer a Wimbledon package chat will see one lucky Independent 
reader win not only an amazing Rado Dia master ‘Diver 1 
(R-R.P £1 ,150} but also a pair of tickets to see the men’s singles 
Quarter finals on Wednesday 1st July 1998. 
one lucky runner-up will get a pair of tickets for the outside 
Courts for Wednesday 1st July 1998 with Ml hospitality. 

All you have to do to enter this competition is dial the number 
below, answer the following question on the line and leave your 
name, fell address and contact number 

Q. Who was the -winner of last years Men’s 
Singles final at Wimbledon? 

NA In the event of the men's Quarter finals being mschaduatad the 
tidoen ire valid for the dxot of Wednesday 1st July OPty 

0930 526158 
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ENGLAND 
AT THE 
WORLD CUP 

1966 England 


Want 



GROUP 1 

England 0 Uruguay 0 
England 2 Mexico 0 
England 2 France 0 

QUARTER-FINALS 
England t Argentina. 0 
Portugal 5 North Korea 3 
USSR 2 Hungary I 
W Germany 4 Uruguay 0 



mm 


SEMI-FINALS 
England i Portugaf I 

W Germany 2 USSR! 

FINAJL ! 

England 4 W Germany 2- 


Ramsey bad easily identified 
Argentina's tall, grenadier- 
backed captain Antonio Ratlin 
as the player most likely to cause 
an upset in prediction. “We’d 
watched him on television," 
Stiles recalled, “impressed by 
bow much time he appeared to 
have, everything flowing 
through him. Trouble was that 


whenever he lost tbe ball he pnt 
the boot in." 

Unable to mind his own 
business when Rattin refused to 
leave the field after being sent 
off, Stiles was spat at - “six or 
seven times in the match.” See- 
ing this from the trainer’s bench 
Ramsey buried his head in his 
hands. When he looked np 


Stiles was walking away. “It’s dif- 
ficult to describe how I felt," 
Ramsey said. “Of course I was 
relieved, who wouldn’t be. But 
there was more to it than that. 
Regardless of Nobby's will to 
win and the great job he did for 
England those people (his dis- 
missive term for the majority of 
FA officials) would bave left him 


out to please tbe authorities." 
L Stiles* importance to the 
■team became evident again 
[when Argentina re-organised so 
well that Ramsey grew ner- 
vous. “They could play and 
even with 10 men made life very 
difficult for us," he said. 

So difficult that Stiles twice 
had to intervene on the edge of 
England’s penalty area and 
George Cohen, one of team's 
fastest players was outpaced by 
Oscar Mas who only just failed 
to make an angle for a shot. 
“There is no doubt at all that 
they were the best team we 
played,” Stiles said, “that match 
held the key.” 

After farther alarms Eng- 
land finally broke Argentina’s 
resistance when Geoff Hurst (in 
for the injured Jimmy Greaves) 
timed both his run and his 
jump perfectly to score with a 
near-post header. 

WbuW Ramsey have carried 
out his threat to re-sign? “He was 
on pretty safe ground because 
most of tbe affidals were nervous 
of him,” Stiles said. “Bom things 
that were said afterwards I'm 
convinced that! would have last 
ray place under most other man- 
agers. But not Alf. He always 
stuck by what he believed in.” 

Years later many players 
from the 1966 World Cup finals. 



Stiles today*. ‘The Argentina 
match held the key* 

including Rattin. took part in a 
five-a-side tournament at Wem- 
bley Arena. The itinerary in- 
cluded a boat trip on the 
Thames. Looking across the 
deck Stiles saw Simon. “I'd 
never had the chance to apol- 
ogise so I went over to him. 
“Look” I said, “I didn’t mean 
it yon know, ft realty was an ac- 
cident." Simon smiled but then 
Greavsie, who’d sussed what I 
was op to. spoiled it all. Creep- 
ing past, he whispered, “Don’t 
listen to the dirty little bastard’" 


Tomorrow: 1970 


out of the squad for their first 

appearance at the- World Cup 

finahy 

The exdnsion of Miura cre- 
ated as much controversy in . 
Japan as the decision to drop 
Paul Gascoigne did in Eng- 
land. But while the Middles- ' 
brough man was axedfroin- 
En gland’s squad because of . 

poor on and off-field perfor- 
mances, Miura was left out the 
day after he scored a hat-trick, 
in a 3-0 wn by Japan against a 
Swiss club side. 

"He appeared much more 
shocked than Td imagined at be- 
ing told to leave,” Japan's coach. - 
Thkeshi Okada, said. “Kazn has ; 
no place in my game plans for 
our World Cup; I couldn’t find 
a place for him even when - 
thinking abont the posabflfty of 
him being a substitute." 

Miura helped Japan to win - 
their first and only Asian Cup 
in 1992 and played for Brazil’s 
Santos and Italy’s Genoa in an 
international career that start- 
ed in 1990. He has scored 90 
goals in 137 J -League appear- 
ances for Verdy Kawasaki, and 
54 goals m 86 internationals: 

Romania’s ; coach, Anghel 
lordanescu, included the former 
West Ham and Tottenham mid- 
fielder Hie Domitrescu when he 
named his squad for the finals 
yesterday. 

Dumitrescu started only 
three matches and played eight 
as a substitute last season for his - 
Mexican side, Atlante. He was 
dropped from the three warm- 
up friendlies played earlier this 
year against Israel and Greece . 
in Bucharest and against Bel- 
gium in Brussels - bat Ior- 
dan escu has reprieved him. . 

“Don’t forget that, four 
years ago, Hie had a perfect 
game against Argentina in the 
USA - and don’t forget that he 
did it after the three poorest . 
matches of his life," Roma- 
nia’s coach said. 

Bulgaria’s coach, Hristo 
Bouev, tunied'to the 1994 old 
guard yesterday when be named 
his squad for France. He picked 
eight players who played in tbe 
United States four years ago 
when Bulgaria, who had not 
previously won a finals match, • 
beat Germany to reach the 
semi-finals. 

Tbe former Reading goal- 
keeper, Borislav Mihailov, is 
among the eight veterans of 
USA 94 - but there was no re- 
call for the midfielder Yordan 
Lechkov, whose goal beat the 
Germans four years ago. 


Green the younger to eclipse Giggs' mark 


By Paul Walker 

in Valletta 


RYAN GREEN will today 
become Shies’ youngest full in- 
ternational a record previous- 
i ty held by Ryan Giggs. 

The 17-year-old Wolves de- 
fender will play against Malta 
before he has even made his se- 
nior debut for the Molineux 
dub. Green said: “Fm over- 
joyed. It's hard to take in con- 
sidering I haven’t played in 
Wolves' first team yet 

“I realise it’s Giggs' record 


that Tm overhauling and that 
makes it an even greater hon- 
our for me. It’s been a tremen- 
dous end of the season for me. 
I will have played for Wales at 
youth, ,Under-21 and full in- 
ternational level all in tbe last 
couple of months. 

Green will be 17 years and 
21 8 days old, whereas Giggs was 
17 years and 321 days old when 
he won his first full cap against 
Germany in 1991. 

The Whies manager, Bobby 
Gould, will also give Norwich 
City’s Craig Bellamy and 


Southampton's Andy Williams 
their first full appearances af- 
ter previously only coming on 
as substitutes in the recent 
games with Brazil and Jamaica. 

Gould's squad had a trou- 
bled journey to Malta. They 
spent two hours sitting on the 
tarmac at Heathrow airport on 
Monday night and then anoth- 
er five waiting inside the ter- 
minal for emergency repairs to 
be completed: on their plane be- 
fore they could finally make the 
trip to Valletta. 

Jim Whitley will make his 


Wind of change blowing up 


Sailing 


By Stuart Alexander 

TAKING not just a leaf but tbe 
whole book from the world of 
Formula One motor racing, 
controversial moves are being 
plotted by sailing’s governing 
body, the International Sailing 
Federation, to change the way 
the sport’s top events may be 
run in future. 

Long-term plans include 
partnerships in the running of 
events such as the America's 
Cup, the Volvo (ex-Whitbread J 
round-the-world race, the Ad- 
miral's Cup, the world match 
racing conference, and a world 
championship of sailing in the 
mid-Olympic cycle. 

According to Tom Hunan, 
an ally of the ISAF president, 
Paul Henderson, and a member 
of a Presidents’ Advisory 
Group, the sport needs a strong 
international federation to or- 
ganise events and oversee com- 
mercial activities. “I have to say 


this is completely different from 
what I was espousing 10 years 
ago, when I favoured laissez- 
faire and not trying to control 
the sailors," Ehman said. 

The changes would be 
steered by Henderson, a U-turn 
to centralisation greater even 
than that envisaged by those he 
opposed when elected four 
years ago. Henderson ran in 
1994 on a decentralisation tick- 
et, insisting that the sailors and 
their national governing bodies 
should be left to run their own 
affairs. The ISAF was there, he 
said, just to serve the sailors. 

Ehman is now a director of 
tbeW^-McLaren Formula One 
team and his allies include Mar- 
co Pfoxmini - formerly of Ferrari 
and a lawyer to Beraie Eccle- 
stone, as well as being manager 
of the Italian Prada America’s 
Cup syndicate - and Jay Cross, 
president of the Miami Heat bas- 
ketball team. Their view of how 
events should be treated as 
brands for commercial exploita- 
tion is behind the new fine. 


They are likely to meet op- 
position, however. Robin Aish- 
er. the British vice-president of 
the ISAF, said: “I think the 
council [of the ISAF] as now 
constituted would oppose such 
moves." 

Dyer Jones, tbe president of 
the America’s Cup Challenger’s 
Association, said: They think 
they can make a lot of money 
out of it. Quite frankly, I have 
got other news for them." Any 
surplus should be ploughed 
back into the event, he added, 
not into the ISAF coffers. He 
also warned of action in the 
New York Supreme Court if 
there was an attempt to over- 
ride the provisions of tbe Deed 
of Gift, which governs the 
America’s Cup. 

Ehman. however, was j 
adamant that significant change 
is inevitable. “It is not a question | 
of whether. It will happen," he 
said. The events which don’t go 
along with it will wither and die. 
They won’t get qxmrorehip, they 
won’t get television." 


Northern Ireland debut against 
Spain in tonight’s friendly in 
Santander, while Geny Taggart 
returns to the delence. 

The Manchester City mid- 
fielder, who was approached by 
Whies, will win his first cap at 
any level in a five-man midfield 
against the World Cup-bound 
Spanish hosts. 

The Bolton central defend- 
er Htggart, meanwhile, is back 
after missing the Northern Irish 
manager Lawrie McMenem/s 
first two games in charge 
through injury. 


Bulls made to 
battle their 
way into finals 


Basketball 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Wfefa'ngton DC 

The Chicago Bulls have made the 
NBA finals- but not without a 
struggle after the LA Pacers 
took them to the seventh game 
of the Eastern Conference play- 
offs for the first time since 1992. 

The Bulls were struggling 
until the middle of the fourth 
quarter when they pulled back 
the deficit, winning 88-83 to 
make their sixth finals in a row. 

Like last year, their oppo- 
nents are Utah Jazz. But with the 
series starting tonight the Bulls 
wiU be tired, while Utah are fresh 
and rested. They also have 
home-court advantage, and they 
won both of the normal season 
fixtures against the Bulls this 
year. Chicago’s winning streak 
could vciy well be at risk. 


The Luton defender Darren 
Patterson, who scored the only 
goal against Switzerland in 
Northern Ireland's last match, 
makes way for Taggart 

As expected, the Sheffield 
Wednesday midfielder Jim 
Magilton starts in place of the 
injured Steve Lomas, while the 
Birmingham City winger Jon 
McCarthy replaces the injured 
Keith Gillespie on the right 
flank. It leaves the West 
Bromwich striker James Quinn 
as the odd man out in McMen- 
em/s 4-5-1 formation. 


Iain Dowie, who win captain 
Lbe Irish in the absence of Lo- 
mas, said: “We bave not come 
here to be anybody’s patsies. We 
quite like having our backs to 
the wall - because that’s when 
we are at our best." 

WALES (FiteMHy k Malta, VaSWtta, today):? 
Jonw (Southampccn); Oram (Wofcasl Pam- 
hridge (StwtfMd VWdnesdayl Boftmry frfcr- 
vrt*) Ready (Quta* Park Ftengwa) Cotwnan 
(Ftrah), WDfents (Southampton! Saumlwa 
(ShBffiakJ Utdl Hartson (Waet Ham} Ttotopo 
(FUhamt Spend (NewrasUa) 
NOmHERNnEUVNDS4toKay«Sprin.Sm- 
tondar, today): FMUa (BbcMun), JenMna 
(Dundw UlriJ. A Hughas (Nmcaafefc 'Owgprt 
(Bcton), Morrow (Ouoortil Pak Rangers). 
Lamoti (L£*castei\ Jim WMitay (Msnchestw 
Cm MmUton [Sheffield Wocfritadafl. Mc- 
Carthy (Bfmhghantl M Hughes (WimUBdmt 
Dowte (Queen* Pnrtc Rangers) 


Dancer delighted 


By Bill Cofwill 

ENGLAND'S teams had mixed 
fortunes in the World Cup in 
Utrecht, the men finishing a 
commendable sixth and with a 
place in the next dike Champi- 
ons Trophy, while the women 
were a disappointing ninth, the 
same placing four years ago in 
Dublin, 

Barry Dancer, the England 
men's coach, was delighted. He 
said: “Our performance has 
provided a platform for the fu- 
ture with our next major tour- 
, nament the European Cup in 
I Padua, Italy in September 
j 1999." In between will be the 

Commonwealth Games and the 

Champions Trophy in Pakistan 
Dancer is, however, unlike- 
ly to be complacent. He will be 
aware of the urgent need to 
strengthen his midfield. Equal- 
ly, he will need to rethink his 
goalscoring tactics, following 
the 1 Juty rule change, which 


says no substitutions after the 
award of a penalty cornei. 

Cal urn Giles, the specialist 
comer striker, has probably 
played his last international. 
Giles, with six goals, took his tal- 
ly in Utrecht to 51 after 53 in- 
ternationals and he said: “With 
no future for me, it has been a 
very difficult tournament I can 
either just go away or fight my 
way back into contention." He 
plans to join Southgate for next 
season and fight back. ' 

Four years ago Maggie 
Souyave, the women’s coach, 
was appointed Studiously, she 
has followed a youth policy. It 
promised well with victories over 
the World and Olympic cham- 
pions, Australia, and the Nether- 
lands in the build up. In the 
World Cup they did not deliver. 

Was it a question of fitness, 
lack of mental toughness or lads 
of enough experienced players? 
They have potential but their 
World Cup record shows there 
has been no change infour years 
of quite heavy investment. 
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™«n dampens Empire’s day 


By Greg Wxxi 

IT WAS supposed to be the day 
when white smoke finally 
emerged from within the Bal- 
Iydoyie stable as Aidan O’Brien 
decided which of his talented 
gang of three-year-olds would 

contest the Derby on Saturday. 
In the end, however, a dark 
cloud over Epsom ensured that 
the guessing must go on for an- 
other day or so at least 
Both King Of Kings, the 
2,000 Guineas winner, and Sec- 
ond Empire; the ante-post Der- 
by favourite, were put to work 
by Mick Kinane at Ballydayle 
yesterday, with the results ap- 
pearing to confirm the general 
Assumption that Kinane will 
partner Second Empire on Sat- 


urday. O’Brien, however, could 
not hide his concern at the news 
that 5mm of rain had fallen at 
Epsom on Monday night. 

“It was a very wet here this 
rooming,'' O’Brien said, “and I 
believe it’s the same over there 
which would worry me a little 
because Second Empire and 
King Of Kings have both shown 
their best form on good 
ground.’* The nun also increases 
the likelihood that Saratoga 
Springs, who finished fourth hi 
the French Derby on Sunday, 
will nriss the Classic. “It looks 
as if Saratoga Springs won’t be 
going to Epsom now, particu- 
larly as he wouldn’t be suited by 
soft ground," the trainer said. 

Officially, the ground in Sur- 
rey is still good, and you can be 


fairly sure that so long as the 
Queen does not need a snorkel 
and flippers to reach the Roy- 
al box on Saturday, the word 
“good’’ will still be in the de- 
scription somewhere. This is yet 
another example of an age-old 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Gablesea 
(Beverley 6.40) 

NB: Legal Issue 
(Beverley 7.40) 

problem, given that the derk of 
the course is in the impossible 
position of trying to attract as 
attractive a field as possible 
while also keeping the public 
fully informed about the state 
of die ground. 

Without the official pen- 
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JL50 Qrcuitet- 
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-qwgftMW* «xjree - Good to Soft. 

SwiXS. S&mght axrsa - sends ate; tn 21 - far bOu. Yn 41 - rckfc. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Dtltait tapredlci. 

•Laft-hand, mat came: tough, galoping track. 

•Ccuse s on Al 5m N at town. Metro Santa to Fw Lane Ends 
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£2far Q cteaU «& CAB PARK; Fwa 
•LEADfNO TRAINERS: M Johnston 25-MS PB9%V J Barry 

•t£ADtf«JOCKEYS: J Weaver 28-T36 (Bl%x J Cam* 
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BLINKEhcD FIRST TIME: Hannony Halt (vteored. asp) 


6 0006 MTE OWLBI (30) J Battio 4 9 5 JErimmda9 

B 200352 StJC COTTAGE (S) (D) R Basfrrori 89 5. H Bsariwan (5) 6 
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B -36032 Y0UNGBEN(4(D)JVfanM#*e95 ACtfhmSB 
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-BdKterM- 

BETTING: Sri Nacageto Jack, 7-2 S& Cottage, 4-1 balder Trade*. W 
ltau^ Ban, 8-1 Baflyiaate, 12>1 SauperifciM, Oana Ffflpa, 14-1 attnre 
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O Oft] NEWCASTLE MAIDEN STAKES /CLASS 
r~l D) £4,500 added ZYO 5f 

5 CAPfTAUSTtan MraJRamshnBO. J Fortune 6 


0WM0N0 LAD W KWp 80 

4 DOUBLE TWO (13) T Eastaty 9 0 , 
ESMUMP Caber 90 


0 FAR CESTfflAN (T7) J Berry 30 

5 GOWTTHTHB^3W(S0)EF«wel90 
0 HQHSTEAMEH(32)MBel90^. 


— LChemocfeS 
JCantdl 


BETTING: 11-4 Hod Sooner, «-1 Mr Cettta, 11-2 GonttWhedow; 1*2 
Penny Mom; 7-1 CapJtaSst, 9-1 Double Dm 10-1 Staled, 20-1 otoers 


STOREY SONS & PARKER HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 1m2f 32yds 
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D4£B- TTOJ«IWabn4J)!D))*8MRw*y5B3JlM«ia7 
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VMB DESBTT nOHTSl (IS) (Q 09 (BF) Iks M Fteveley 7 9 1 _ 

SCopp (S)S 

06405 HCtajyajuTrpm&(ii)mEtosa?9tMtt-n*irs 
SOWN HAflNONYHALLPD)(Bf) JFarOTaw4 8t)-JFc»t™zV 
30450 NAJJAR (USA) (12) J FtaSeraW 3 8 0 -...J.Charnoek1 

023330 GOLDEN ACE (11) R£pcsr57 n -PfcseeyfDIO 

43004 OMBA p3tf) S £B »n5 7 £> NKanoedy4 

kfakmm freight 7s! JOto 7/w Aandcap iwijflr Dara 7a 9b 
BETTM& 74 MU; 92 Hvmoay HA lieitap Jan, 136 McGBycuddy 
Reeks, 7-1 OeeertRgMedO-l'Dafn RMfc, Mfe Gotten Acs. 12-1 often 


14.20 


.CLjoedtief 2 

W&ffttlO 

.M Reckons 


0 JA£3GNTHEBQX(1i)NTrtdar90 KteTHderS 

4 PBMVUOOR(5l) U JdratDnBO DHohndS 

200 SAPHRE (22) C BottiBS ACuhmall 

50 SHAIAW(I7)JLE)*8B9. 0 

-11 ' 


2.50 


ST MOOWEN HANDICAP (CLASS Cl 
£7,750 added 3YD 1m 3yds 

1 «P REAP REWARDS (363) JRCGanyd 67. DHotandl 

2 2 -sn cmcunrai(i 2 )(D)JBanr 06 CLowt>er 2 

3 OM6 B0eBVDAZ2LE(28)(CD) DrJScjsqlaO 4CanoB3 

t SH3n SHAMWAnSONGp3)(a9JaomBa J Fortune 4 

-4deden6- 

aETTBIG: ti-0 OibBh; 94 Reap Rennie, 7-2 Starawri Soog, IT-2 
Bobbydsde 


TYNESIDE SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) £2^00 added 5f 

RALACEGME JACK C9 (CD) J Beny 7 9 tl .. C Mher B B. 

4 95 PFessay p)« 

795. _.J Fortune 3 B 
J Carrol 1 


BRANDLING HOUSE HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO 6f 

0«m RVE OF SPADES fi) (D) R Fahey 06 So). J1 Winston (5) 8 

Cm- PfSX STM pS)) C F*tust 9 7 LC»wnock7 

4201-0 TTS1S STAR RATH) (18) G Ffc*nes94.De« UcKaown 11 

32-20 YANOUAM (USA) 028) J Barry 9 0 GDufiett9 

41C0- XETTLESING pU) UWEKfcrtyB O J FssWig 10 B 

134m SCRflCJARp*) (D) (BF) J L Eyra 8 O OPeanl 

4346- GRAMJ ESTATE (238) (D) TEaaartjy 6 0. — J1Mav«2 

4000 IASS VIVIEN (2B) (D) Ifcs L Perm! 8 n NKannedy4 

56051 AltSTANO £7) ft>) JAs J Rwinden a P (6e») .. . . J Fortone 5 

20400 ABEPKEEH (30) (D) MQxKefl —J&noSZ 

-35382 ALLKATTES (IT) 0 Mcrtcfe S9 F Nortm 1 

60330 DTIAFTT1 (13) C Boati 8 7 K Hodgson 12 

-ISdedand- 

BETTMB: 3-1 Andand, $-1 Smidat 6-1 R*e Of Spades, WnoamL Qnd 
Estate, ARmaftes, 10-1 Tina Sar Rated, 12-1 others 


4.55 


3.20 


1 524051 

2 (E-SOD BALUffliOTE (IS) ID) J 

3 SkN3 «SSERTIMDaie9(D)B 
1 -6093 IWrtJORO (43) 14 Dods S 9 5 


GOSFORTH PARK CLASSIFIED 
STAKES (F) £3,000 added 1m4f 93yds 

1 26050 BUS NOMAITE (12) Vfcs S Srmh 4 9 7..^. 0 Pcan 6 

2 65ZEO- AUTUMN TINE ^30) HAtetander 4 9 < - — RWsston^S 

3 3Q3M DEFINED FEAUfffi (IB) & J Scrgi 594 JWsav*2 

4 60521 FEAHLBS BVOIE (28) (D) CThcrrtr 386-Dean Mdtooan 3 

5 06D- AUTTUDE(25D) SrU RucoHSSB . GDuflWd-t 

6 3064 NNGD0MQUE£N{T7)tt9sJACart3293£3.LCtaRiock1 

-Bdedared- 

K7TTN& 7-4 Fearieas SKM 7-2 Kngttom Ouaea 4-1 say Notnafia 
5-1 ABftude, 10-1 Autumn "nraa. Defined Faatura 


Beverley 


HYPERION 

£40 Al Reet 7.10 Kastanay 7-40 Thatched 8.10 
Fm<^aiaya.40HlgW)*iTy Legend 9.10 Marie Lxxy 


GOJNG: Good to Soft (Soft r places). STALLS: Inuto. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: RghUerttorSt (wceptai haawy going}. 
•Right-hand gaSopmg coarse wrffi very son 5t 
•Ccuss to W W at town on A1035. Bub aerutoe mm Bevertey 
taoon vHifi - Scart»rough Sne) Zm. ADMISSION: Ctob CM; "&► 
tesafls £9 (CAPS £»; Sirnr Ring £3 (OAPs E^; Couse Endo- 
sure £2 (OAPs E15CA; Pcnfc area £2or£2parcar,pk«£2per 
accapant CAR HARK; Ran _ 

toUMOWOTRAMemr M Johr*»on27-«6 pWH* JBany 2l-« 
l17flh>V D Loder ’^36 (30%). H CacO WB M _ 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: J WBawer 23-ISt 4 CarnH W-W6 

, fOS'fe) J Forturw T3-T34 p.7%). U Pantoo 12-77 (5fi%) 

^^GOTST^CE«4Wl^TLri^40)hasbeeri6art287rr*ia 

1 BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Vincent (vaorecL BOOL 


4 00645 SPARKY (9) (C) (0) MWEasayby <30 J Fortune 7 B 

5 203621 TAKHUD(USA) (2)(DJ00ia?nan75n Ife; J»Qffl*ana3 

6 504T5 BUE DAWN (18) E Q^rcp 3 6 9 W^nn5 

7 05406 KHKTTAFF (IQ M Enron 396 ._D Uomagh (7) 4 

8 50046 MURPHYS GODfl^ (CD) R ?Sh9»-r 7 S .. -SUu&qrJ 

9 04001 THATCHED(8i(CD)RBar:STa5aL _. . .darifiJul9 

D 023300 NOBBY BARNES (19) (D) £ tresa 3 " 'll IfcnTrttel 

-lOdedared- 

hMnun aagW Tef :(lt Trjeterzzzp K&gZz T ras toi 'S Si StsSr/ 
Sanies 7d 

BETTINQc 7-a Legal Issue. M Mmpby * Gold, 6-1 TakhSd Thatched, 
13-2 Booming Araszlag. BSua Dmt, 10-1 Spader, 12-1 tfhars 


8.10 


BRIAN YEARCLEYCONreeiWL] 


SKY 


marn 




TROPHY STAKES (CLASS BJ 
£15,000 added 2YO 5f 

1 21 SOOBW1MCA<!B)<0)S>&S3 DHcOtndS 

2 31 CH0IOllATE{t5) (□) RHamcn83 R Hughes 3 

3 » FWW»UtY(2lUD)JBBTrBn „_GCaiar1 

4 1 ROSSSU(US#)f13)(E) JBerryeC JCamdA 

-4dedaraa- 

B6TT1N& 2-1 Roaatf.94RmipaMr.5-l H odft rt l fcto .4-1 Chdo Nate. 


6.40 


SKY 


AD MUStCAM HANDICAP 
i (E) £4^500 added 7f 100yds 

t S«B ROW-RE5UlJt2S)(D) M Wfaaaty 5 B0-5Rm Bw«e[7) 8 

2 2*5040 |WSSALHAWA(2n(P)lBRDQa(*renb99^CUjhana7 
: 325336 BART7SNE(17) SMst**e»48 D_ -MFertOflS 

< 2C-4Q B9fflSCSrtC(11)(OJ)TEastetj»6813 .Dl*Sii»ghp)1 B 

E D54K ALRffir(11)(D)jmSBqat^ 78fl H gn6 

e- RW5 SPEClAl4Cnq(CP).<>»»B9y 

7 412640 BATSMAN (26) (p)WIA*8W4BB DfM»J2 

6 00600 nwn*R(rt|JLEVm6B6-..- 

9 *6303 GABLKEA (11){P) 6 Ba^h481 

tO 030300 5MAHT QUEST (13) J Partes 6 80- — . ^ >TW Wl 
- 30KF3 ffSEMCWMfW^SUrrjmanB, 
a DDG FRUGAL (19) B LAar wS 7 H - - 5Naione»« 

BSRNB agatatealgSS 

Tlfieftlniwa H Kaas Afta—, PpirM K. PaiHha^ l»l attara 

HILARY NEEDLER TROPHY 
STAKES (S) £15^)00 ZYO 5f 

•? ssBsa®iBaii=dgj 

436 .WR»bb1 

> 4 declared - 

aETTING: 74 Hadw 2-1 KaatomjiM Randan, 10-1 kWh^Dtoptoy 

p. G. TIPS PYRAMID BAG r -- 1 ** 

H'CAP (D) £5,000 1m 100 yds| 


8.40 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 

6 
B 
* 

V 

12 00666 


7.10 


SKY 


SKY 


7.40 

' * * nV»MT i 

; S 

i f!se LEGALiSSUE(24)mJHfl#artn69l RUwtaB 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY JUNE HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 3YO 1m 4f 

DOS WWGSAWAfH®3(6)(BF)UCharmi97 WRyar2 

406 STAR OF THE COURSE (t£A) (14) ? C=*B 96. 4FBUm6 

0066 CHMESOFPEACE(12)JLEyiB95 QPanB 

40406 ANOT1S1 WYN-BM6C (12) J RtoGeraU 9 1 J* Fessay (3) 13 

Q0O6 NOflCROFTJCTY(S6)MR¥*l9l RHnjtml 

400 SWET ^S«TA(23)S C WfafflS 9 0 OHotoodlO 

4403 QO POSITIVE (15) Mrs G Rees S 6 DamlteKaowiS 

10040 »BOTa£<25)TEss»JyaC LCtaraodtBB 

50063 UOTNBW (9) P Harris BH ACuBwbJ 

46620 VWCan , p3)JLHarre8D JWa wartl V 

06060 TUHtOPBoameO JCami5 

1 Z 00686 DeCOTEX(t5)MWEaaBfcr89~ SRenauy (T)3 

n 00060 DOMNA'S DOUBLE (15) E hesa 8 8 KtaTWfer7 

M 220CCC HIGHBURY t-BSEND BobJo**88Ga®B*Ocnaa(T) ® 
■B -04632 DURGAMS DBJGHT W B MurayaC ClaMharMB 

rerriNG: iva C»*w» Ol Paw. w ot meeq a 
Legend. 8-1 YWiKtaAwnlBdUttoBar;Ctorti8m»0e8gM. T0-1 Sare«»- 
da, 12-loftare 

GOOD NIGHT OUT MAIDEN STAKES 
_ (CLASS D) £5,000 added 7f 100yds 

00 TR9fr*WYny(tS)CSWtt«4 92 

0- ALMAZHAH (254) Ettrtop 3811 

BEPRACTICAL J 9any386 JCarrt*3 

BLOW ME A IQSS CThcn*Ji386 DeanKcKaoretZ 

3*2 MARCIOI^(S4P«(SF)LQfnsri3a6„RWBit*iB 
0e36 OBERONS MIST RAL g5 )^H C^d 3 8 E WB»m4 

sermG:M0tww*»»B*Wl. 1M Mai^ lrej.S-1 Alaazha*, 8-1 Be 
imctiMi. 14-1 Bkw ita A KHs, 25-1 Deot Mayfiy 



‘ - 
'^,‘vv . 


-r. ■ 

•7-^T 


Chester 


HYPERION 

(nan) 9J0 gjgjo — — 

GOING: Good to Soft. 


7.30 


SKY 


DRAW ADVANTAGE: I Uaw tiros 
A «an Q»ster Oenaral sCdlon 

ij-B^jssar ^ 
igsassaasu. g » 

— ... i. unCU CTl 


CHESTER CHRONICLE , 

, STAKES (C) £8,000 1m 4f 66yds 

1 1*61 BMAROSp3)(D)HC8di497. 

2 tVS. CLB«BHSLC2SB)MSI0U»693— - ..WR SatotiPre S 

3 12082 MA RAWGA M (CO) l adyHwg BjS R CartmaA 

4 2-1 SCATTBWm(32)(D)JGasden4Bl2 -GHndl 

5 aO*a LBONKTO P=R)(28)P Evans 6 88 JFfigaB 2 

-5 de clar ed - 

BETTINQ: M Oartatwei. M laraaraa. 4-i it-* MataSu- 

Qa, 1821 * 008 ( 0 . 


SKY 


n ~ nrfl CORBETT BOOKMAKERS I 
p - w l H’CAP p) £6,000 1 m 2 f 75yds! 

nmi wM uh i nrrriiiirm nunrt-irvr Yin _ 


- ^ EXPOSE WPM** ° = — 

® -7d*d*«d- 

rETTIHG: ll^Salfta ' S W* ' J?S l jLw. 2&-1 Ra iC ar tLjtt ' 
^gtr. 12-1 RBkY Id-1 _ ftp ra y fl 

"«SSs!sJS 



, -36008 8ABMWHttLBWni)WBHa(twY6D0 - JtWW8 

3 SSK&S 

6 ntpflp WBnaBPGEIADW^(0)Waa>lMltBgB2.-SHM4 
-Bidtclmd- 

BETTWG: 3-1 Break T baMaa.7 -2 SMM MJ W 

Barton M Bof. 7-1 AmWdartou*. 8-1 VsaOm On. «M rtnais 

lQ-Q n l RON HARRIS ft TED DAMSB |GLAMHG 
[8.3U| STAKES (D) £5,000 added SYO & 
i emsz JtMGR*B«w(a)WJawyBi2 

l iss S8B£B%»s3riaf s 

5 STATHY FAV<RW (IB) ME3j AOcreCfio7C — JlYrigMS 

— 12 dlriwo “ 

| BQDFARl STUD HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
| £6,000 added 5f 16yds 

r7 

jtMackar 2 

1 (BflEAMoUflS 

^ ^STS(!^^(rt)(mMBbn^5Si-CfkaKSB 

6 oiRA rASPUTM (I® B wAHwn37 H— — -.FtatooA 

l ^ SSS UAwort— n fasa 

— m & t &trrvi- 


etrometer readings which the 
French seem to have so lirtle 
trouble providing, punters will 
always treat the official assess- 
ments with a modicum of sus- 
picion- The only way anyone can 
be absolutely sure of the situa- 
tion is to travel to Epsom and 
walk the course in person, and 
this option may become steadi- 
ly more attractive if the unset- 
tled weather continues until 
race day. 

O’Brien is not the only train- 
er who feels the elements may 
conspire to ruin many months 
of careful preparation. John 
Dunlop, who will saddle Haa- 
mi on Saturday, knows only too 
well that the colt was a disap- 
pointment when running on 
soft ground last season. “We 


would be concerned if it became 
too wet because Haami really 
wants fast ground.” Angus 
Gold, Hamdan ai Maktoum’s 
racing manager, said yester- 
day. *■ Richard Hills felt the 
horse couldn’t pick up at a cru- 
cial stage on the dead ground 
at Newmarket [when fifth in the 
2,000 Guineas] and would def- 
initely prefer faster ground. It 
doesn't want to be too wet for 
Epsom, it takes it away from the 
race, but we’re in the lap of the 
gods.” 

Haami's owner also has Mu- 
tamam among the 16 remain- 
ing entries, and he might prefer 
a Uttle cut in the ground. “If it 
became too wet then there is the 
option that Richard (Hills] 
could switch to Mulamam but 



Mick Kinane: Derby delay 

he is not a certain runner” Gold 
said. “Although he hasn't run on 
extremes of going he wouldn't 
mind it soft” 

The participation of anoth- 
er outsider, 200-1 chance Peg- 
nitz. has also yet to be decided. 
The colt is still a maiden after 
five outings but, as he is trained 
by the famously optimistic Give 
Brittain, it is fair to assume he 
will take his place this weekend. 


Cape has time on her side 


By Ian Davies 

CAPE VERDI can win the 
Derby on Saturday, but only if: 
she stays a mile and a half: acts 
at Epsom, and handles the 
ground if it turns soft. That is 
the view of Chris 'Wright, Time- 
form's time expert who per- 
sonally fancies Greek Dance, 


First show 


[ Goodwood 3.10 



Kane 
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1-1 
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DoiMaCtmc 
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fl-4 

>T 
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Al 

W 

5-1 

9-2 

» 

Pinlttar 

5-1 

9-2 

5-1 

5-1 

11-3 

MM 

5-1 

6-1 

6-1 

IM 

B-1 
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9-1 

9-1 

B-1 

«-2 

B-1 

EetteMM 

14-1 
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the winner of the Glasgow 
Slakes at York. 

Wright says: “Cape Verdi 
recorded a time figure of 131 
when winning the 1.000 
Guineas. That puls her 61b 
clear of King Of Kings, who 
notched a 129 in the 2,000 and 
must concede 5lh to the filly on 
Saturday. 

“However, the doubts about 
Cape Verdi being equally ef- 
fective over a mile and a half at 
Epsom mean that odds of 
around 4-1 hardly represent 
value. 

Wright adds: “This year's 
Derby looks a good race and 
there have been several decent 
trials. King Of Kings may not 
stay the distance, especially if ir 
turns soft, but the 2,000 
Guineas fifth Haami (122) 
should. City Honours ( 1 17) ran 


well in the Dante while High- 
Rise (112) impressed in the 
Lingfield Derby Trial. 

■‘But, the one I like is Greek 
Dance ( 1 14), who was impres- 
sive for an inexperienced colt in 
the Glasgow Stakes and should 
stay well." 

Wright feels the Oaks is 
harder to fathom. He says: 
“The race has cut up and, al- 
though Midnight Line has a 
pacemaker, it could still be a 
muddling race. Cloud Castle 
(1 19) is top on her Newmarket 
1,000 Guineas run and should 
stay further but she hardly im- 
pressed in the Irish 1,000 
Guineas at the Ctirragh last 
lime. High And Low has done 
nothing on the clock but 
showed a good tuns of foot to 
win the Cheshire Oaks. That 
could stand her in good stead.” 


Warwick 


HYPERION 

2.00 Red Uon 2-30 Broadway Melody 34)0 Bon 
Sizzle 3J30 Bold Tina 4.00 Welcome Heights 430 
Indian Missile 5.00 National Wish 


3.30 


GOING: Good I Good to Soft n places) STALLS: Inada 
DHAW ADVANTAGE: High can be best up to 1m on soft going 
# Left-hand course 5f corns has dog-leg to half-way 
•GOisn s Wo< ary on B469& Buses from stations atltarwcfc 
tvr-l and Lear w gt o n Spa &n) ADMISSION: CkibEl3;Tattersals 
■3 icard-canying students half-prca accompanied urda-'fisfreei: 
Course ££. CAR PARK: £5 n members; centre ot course free 
•LEADING TRAINERS: J Berry 10-60 p&TSV B Meehan 9-75 
(2",) B HMs 5-46 (T7A«.) M BeO 7-50 (14 Si. 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: T SpraJce 14-507 TI31M G Carter S-7B 
,7.3V.. Paul Eddery 6-57 rt4°»V P RoWneon 7-41 (171 •») 
•FAVOURITES: V^oS (329".l 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Forest Grey itfscred 206) Gibbon 
Boy i23r. Gunboat Diplomacy CjOLTbucftanowa wsorea 3001 


KINGSBURY CLASSIFIED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3.000 added 7f 

50*4-1 KmaiD(9)(D)JllVF^w4 9fi G Carter 5 

43V00 CARMARTHEN BAY (43) B Llewelyn 593 VSUtey12 

50600 DAHYABAD (37)P)RHtGhn693 RCodnoeBB 

66600 DESERT WARRIOR (16) K4taftS 4 93 3 Senders 7 

0CMD-3 GKQ[7)ffl).IRPtt*» 4 »3 MRotartal 

0206* R0CAMURADA (13) <D) LG CotWI 90 3A McCarthy (3) 13 
Q0-QS SARATOGA RED (7) (Dj W OGoman 4 93.... J Stock T5 V 
B 00061 STEPONDEGAS(l2)(C){D)MrsAKi>g593 D Sweeney 9 

9 -34522 TROJAN HERO (HE) (D) (BF) Ms M Re«tey 7 9 3 13 HMtlm 4 

U TO32 BOLD TINA (9) (D) R Hjnm 4 90 .... DaeOTtoDS 

11 40006 LAS VISTAS (12) H CoBn^xIge 4 9 0 — .... JtWMrtSIO 

T2 04000 MATQAKAp9)V Soane *90 ..... CfUBr5 

X3 20640 80STY POMT (7) I Baiting 4 90. SWManrthll 

14 D-CQ5 8BACXAGAJN (23) N Uttmoden 3 8 C „T G MdJughfc 2 

5 5600- DRAGON BOY pi2) I WBams 3 9 7 — RRrenchM 

-I5dedared- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 T>s)wi Here. M Bold Tina. 5-1 Stop Oe Defpa, 1 1-2 Gifco. 
B-1 Saratoga Red. IBsty Point 12-1 KawOn. Mato aka . YnhnrlrRptn .20-1 
others 


2.00 


KENILWORTH NOVICE AUCTION 
STAKES (E) £4,400 added ZYO 6f 

* RB3UDNP) Jtfj=a»re9: GCatw7 

ELBAZ(USA) = 3untp6 3... SWhSeorthl 

S DUBLO DAWS) pi) BRSSmn Bit — — TSprakoS 
•“ ALFAW3A (B) (D) R Marncn 9 O . _ ...RPerttamA 
CC F0(®T«W , (IBJKLtAuSteS9.. . -JFEganfiV 

3 SPRMG TORSUtT (19) R Oartm 8 9 RHughesB 

FI GOU3B1 CHARM (19) (D) J BarteBB — MRmw2 

33 STOCK CRY (10) V Soane 9 5— . ,Cft«ar3 

-Bdecbred- 

SETTWG: M Red Uon, 1M Al FatsM, 5-1 Elbaz, 1M DWAa Dancer. 
Golden Ctarra. 7-1 Spring PunuH 1M Stock Cky. 33-1 Forest Grejr 

QUEEN SESS CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) (DIV I) £3,000 added 6f 


4.00 


2.30 


422506 RftLACEGAIETOUCH(U)(C)(D)JBBffyB9Tt.QOn»4B 

0 GSBONBOYpS) JNwfc691 J FEgsn 5 B 

00666 PE7R4CO p2) (CD) N Smfti D 8 O JBwsWlO 

ODOOE WAWSOR KING (19) J Barits * 8 G RCodirenelV 

03606 DOUBLE MATT (TI) (D) kksP%65TT RPertaniZ 

0600D HALBERT p70) (t!) P ButxJyre 9 B ft _ A McCarthy 6 V 

381-00 OCnMAMU(16)JU&adey5 6B RRraodt3B 

S 0030*6 BROADWAY MELODY (18) (D) AjQrvs486 DSweenay 7 V 

9 OtEDO PRSIWOIA (7) u Fbyres 3 6 4 . . TSpntoS 

t) 0660 GUtBORT DIPLOMACY (7) MF-Goitoy 3 83 — C (Utter SB 

-IDf 


PRINCE RUPERT HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £3,750 added 1m 

t 46000 ORANGE PLACE (16) (Q 5 Ltewe*^ 7 DO.. VSfcMWyA 
2 21-361 WHTOME HBGH7S R (0) M FGcdty 499 ^rato 1 
2 55516 BMVt ENVOY (26) (0) (BF) W Heacr^fc 4 9 7S Sarttere 8 

4 30060 DANZAS (30) J M fradey <96 RFftwidilS 

£ 16 56 BAPSFORD (8) (D) M torp 4 8 1?_ M Roberts 2 

6 W030 MUARABAYRI) (D) (BF) G Le»« 4 B 12 ... PeN Eddery 6 

7 04006 TTNKLB5 FOLIY (7) (0) G Maiganai 6 B H — GCerterS 

a 068-50 IR CUBE (25) (C) /D) J M BraJpy 8 B 9 A Mackey 11 B 

9 -4500 UP IN FLAMES (B) (D) b Bwrrg 7 B9 CTtegue(3)3 

« MW MGK1N IBGKTS (12) (D) K Birtce 4 8 9 N CaBan (7) 18 

v 2D 60- THE GREB* GREY (J9) (D) W Mje -s 8 B — Dane DIM 7 

■B 030501 1 RECALL W123) P Hayward 788 WJOCownrKV 

13 32 «M VAkBOOOUGH LAD (IQ [D) MBdtoi 9 B6-... MHawylO 

H AM00 BITIZ2Y(72) BUAWEn683 — LMaetontt 

6 00900 MONTONE (11) (CD) JJertms 883 CftMarlSV 

* 303400 WLD NETTIE (16) JF»4 82 _ANkaate(7T9 

- 16 doctored - 

BETTMG: 84 VMcoraa HNiyda, 5-1 Hlskki HalgMs.7-1 &e*eEnfoy,9- 
1 Mm Bay, Vtatborough Lad. 1 M Bapatort. Up In ttamre. 14-1 atom 

KING HAMLET CLASSIRED STAKES 
(O) £5,000 added 3YO 1m 2f IGSyds 

42633 (N£XANlBSS8£(2S)DChapp0lBIt Roberts 4 


4.30 


BETIMG: 84 PatacegdB touch, 7-2 Broadeay UMody, M Wanior Kkig, 
8-1 Doutoa BtaL B-1 Patraco. 10-1 Octaeto W, Primanra. 12- 1 others 

QUEEN BESS CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) (DIV II) £3,000 added 6f 
npmns CASTLE ASHBY JACK £f) P Ho*k^ 4 9 3 _PSU Eddeiy 8 V 

36030 MlSTB1RA10B»t11)(D)EWhealarBai T5preta5B 

CC660 MUSTirr GHU^(iqCT«*8SmpTe8 0JICaBai(7)W>; 

405406 WESSmMSlT (B) 5 Bowing 4BO (3)9B 

00020 BACKHAMD8I (23) M Wbmg 6 B ft MRoba«8 2 

-2030 8LUSWNGGHBlAIWI(1fi)UF-(3Dtiey6BllDSi*WDBylV 

63- CAROL OWES (CM) JS Moore 3 88 PPMophf d)3 

06526 BON StZZLE (16) J Ffen^aafc 3 B 5 DHgmsw* 

_ 00056 SAV5) JOY (20) KlfcAiNto384 JFEflan7 

U 16200 TOUCHAMOVA TO W P 0A«y 3712„. ^JCWm6V 

BETTING: 4-1 Bon Stole, W BteNflB Grenadla, 116 Backhands* 7-1 
Ifiatar Raktac PresertknanL Sflrer Joy Tbuetanore. B-ltohare 


frl BRYONY BRWD (28) JFarahare BB DHantaonl 

3 33-*83 C0UanUE(l) M J*w B 8--- P Robinson 2 

4 56- RHTLEGGWGS(2Z1)(C) J*B8 RHBs3 

-idectared- 

BETTTNG: 2-1 ftyony Brind.9-4 ConavOle, S2 Infian MlaaBa. 8-1 Rod 

tagging* 

FSft i MIDSUMMER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
rrfzJ £5,000 added 1m2f169yds 


1 0660 PAYHCilAG£(U5pD)ia*lrB«etXirere»»lasWk)n(0B 

2 422B2- TWO SOCKS (J230) (D) J Krtg 5 9 B P P Murphy (3) 4 

3 33033- MAD MUTANT <21 8} (CD) (BF) A Slreater 9 9 < -S Saadere S 

4 563 NATIONAL [USA) (1® EC4rrtop39 3 B«l5 

5 00060 NORWNEt (8) P FbywatO 688 -GCartar2 

6 0M UK MAGIC (CTJJ Banks 365_. MRktwaarl 

BETTING: 7-4 National Wlah. 1M TYre Socks. 7-2 Mad UBtaM, 6-1 Ray 
Homage, 7-1 U K Magic. 33-T NortflnB* 


Folkestone 


HYPERION 

020 Ben Gunn 6-50 CappeUa 7>20 Lachesis 7J0 
CU Diamond &20 Red Ramona 8-50Mazn*a 


GOING; Good (Good to Fimi n places). 

STALLS: Swoght cause - stands side; rouid causa - rsoa. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Higfr best 7? to 1m2t 
•ftcan-hand, uxhiailnQ cooree with a nrr-fci ct one luiong. 
•Courses 6m W ol town oft A2Q. Wastonhanger staiion (sernce 
bom London Charing Cross) attains courea ADMISSTOkfe Qito 

& TMtaraals £10; Plcrtc Parit E* par car ptos E» pu ocCMJarn. 

Accompartad undar-163 free CAfl PARK: Free 
•LEADING TRAILS: R Hannon «-12S (B.7XX U Dunlop 12-A2 
ea6%). M Cftremon ft -89 n2A%VJ Pearca tMB f»69*). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: A WhtHan 1D-7D (H3%L T Spraka «-72 
tOSSfeV M «to M5 (36%). S WWkwoilti 568 (76*). 

•FAVOURTTK: T72^C3 

aUNKBTEDHRST^ TIME: Bawchamp Uon [7Sq,V>rocBy pa» 


O 33420 CUMOE (44) (CD) R h^am4 84 AMcGknell 

ft 06683 LACHESB (18)(D) RMoGhb5B3 J8B»W(3)1Q 

S 00666 TTJfWTDSTONf (72) JNevfc4 7» — Jlirtin DwywW V 

13 032000 GREAT CHIEF Bob b» 572) DatoGfcaonB 

-13 declared - 

AWrwrriresjttZdjab ffi*lsrtias?aB^teSf»»Sw»W»Gsaf 
Ctdel 7m Six 

BETTTNG: 5-1 Sharp knpi 6-1 FteNst TTw Fores, 7-1 Afcer «fe«, 8-1 My*. 
tkkHA Sara Moon Oaaalc, Storing Cloud, 10-1 Where 


fen l CAFFREY’S IRISH ALE HANDICAP 
* -Wl (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2 m 93yds 


6.20 


PEDLINGE AMATEURS CLASSIRED 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 added 7f 

400000 KMGCHB> BOY m (D) MRyariBTl 6— MrSUrealhpS 9 V 
-3CQ81 BENGUWW(DlPY^6fl2J*rtto*wBb«fcdW5 
2Q530 EJmjON(Mfl(D)Ca«BrflnO — J^VUttSb* (5)8 
60(80 PB6DSp8)(D)MBBGKalB»Br4ftO*JO«»1w(fl1 

06020 SARUM (B3)(D) J Lanfl 12 11 0 Mr T WttW (7) B 

6000 TT*30R«MNfeta32^pF)LADa»Dft0-MrRaeN©3 
00006 BARBRALLENP)M#LJwelflt!Ti — Kja J Jennar P) 2 
06265 SUWraQU»A(D)SWoo(b4l)nUBiLWooiMA7 

0*006 UDY»VWOIA0)PCcte3»1 lessSHg^isfSd 

-BdKtared- 

BETTWG: M Bin Bum. M Smow (teen. W BDoa, Udy MMao- 

aa. 7-T PBridae, M Kkigetip Bof. 14-1 SanUA 30*1 ckhore 

HYTHE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4,400 added 2Y0 filHes Of 

3 OkPPBJA (17) R Karon BT1 DaneOKeBB 

4 lADYJANEraWWBIl ,..JWMmob(S) 1 

o umEGBEBCRPCT WGMUroBft — O fl aaBt ia yZ 
0 R 0 w.pnana*/HSMBMB 11 B»wien(®4 

RUSTIC RChaitai Sfl -TSprak>9 

6 SUNDAE GRL (USA) (IS) P We 8 ft JltfiE5 

oe SRET CUffUWCIi (23) PEheteRoBBreB ft JIO»INb 7 
0 \*KT STREET BUS (20) TO taaifqi B T1...R F%riti« B 

0 WWKWuatiajJOufcpBJ .PMGdduya 

-SdRtaiad- 

BETT1NG: M Cappefia, 3-1 Wtanowar. M Lady Jane, 1 M Sutose GM. 
8-1 RmBc, 12-1 ttoy4 Prtrvien 18-1 Seset Compheca, 28-1 edits 


03104 PADAUK (T7) M H*ynes49 C .« Conwty (7)12 

68064 PLEASURELAND (8) R Cuss 5 9 ft J Lowe 5 

-3ffl0 PHUjOSOP»C(7)WM*LJb«bI 4 99 DanaOTtoBS 

00062 liJUMBUCTE (B) D Piker 5 9 8 PatEddny14 

00060 WtWD£R80r(J5S)DMorrb4BO .TSprekalO 

05505 SHAIW(T1)(qWIMr5au .. Sophie HBidiel 11 

ooaft FAST FORWARD FRS) (21) L Montague H3S 7 8 7F Lynch 2 

00631 CUTDIAMOFC (1E)DArtx4nnd3B6 SWh8MOrib15 

w 00060 BEAUCHAMP UON (11) G A Buka 4 B6.M»tbi Daw 13 B 

V 0 5000/ CUUURALlCON(llSA)(JBJS! PWfcfi0l684_.Ol*t*ia1 

ft 60500 ACS0SS7HEYMTBJ(11)CQa»481 AWW»4 

■e 04035- VICTOR BLUM (USA) (250) CHogw 5 7®.^ — N Adana 3 V 
T3 HXBC3 C0ASTGUAISJSKB90 (11)(D) Bftan»5 70-JMwsftal6 

V 00340- TURmiHOJSE(J9)WMBtn67e DaMG&aooB 

e ooco- antomq jou pti) pcnb 37 n —7 

-ISdactoted- 

Utrnmwdgte 7am 7w/wc*^w^ ^rtweftYfiatA> 
tonaJlMTM 

BETTING: 8-1 Cut Dtanood, 7-1 Padaadu Ptaesmand, Ifeartneta, B-1 
PfMosoftfije, BeNcfwnp (Jon. W Vtoa&rtny, 1*1 othere 

HASTINGS MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (F) £3,000 added 3YO 1m 4f 


8.20 


6.50 


t 066- DARAKAY(324}{?Cosgo»SD AMcGtooe* 

2 5 GLBffaD HEIGHTS (is) WGU’RjnsrBO-JJSaaanayl 

3 2 fiS) RAMONA pB)RChafcn 90 T Spate 7 

4 56-506 9«GAKBMfflRHannji90. QflM01teD5 

5 030 VB»arY{F^P$QWag990 — MHBba B 

6 0 H0WZ0NTAJ- (7) C 3 9 ^.W JC7Coooar6 

7 03 MARCHHARE(20) JCkikdpBB .PMEdCtey2 

-7decte9d- 

remRB: 7*4 Red Rktoana, 3-1 March taa,»-1 Sbwgreaar, MM V8- 
rooiy, 12-1 HorizontaL MM On* Kay, GtadMd Hdgtda 

DEAL HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 
added fillies & mares 1m If 149yds 


8.50 


Y ' 20 ] ROMNEY MARSH HANDICAP (CLASS 


! E) £3,750 added 6f 


1 WfflVL. p pa ^ THF FORCE (T75) (D) CCyaB-89t).ftk Edderr 12 

a *65003 SHWNPWiaftRn**”* CU*t*w9B 

3 <80-36 MYSnCSU(S3)CBinakiaB6_ .WJtyCorewfl 

4 3^6 SJMMOOHOA^^KH^SgASmMTB 

5 tWTpO MAS3S*KCE|h RHaB10n493 DBftaOTtoM* 

6 30064 ALPBtW0LF(21)WI*ir38O .. S opite MAa ma 

7 35500 SF«MWSClfllO(f3)(OlMW5Be.-..i?lk(ta(315B 

8 0Q56D DAYUCHT DREAMS (3® CCy»t48B OSweneyl 

9 43UQ5 fflOOUfBRMIEpIJRlD) WS8GKttaoyB88.T8pBfca3 


1 40008 CA1YPS3 LADY (12) R t^sroi 4 9 tl AmmQIWM 

2 QM53 0N5OR7HEDm»(J21)(D}jRanEhw598JIVte1V^ 

3 5604- BAKLLA GONZAGA (21^ R Coeel 4 S 7 J Stack 10 

4 060 LANCFS PET pB)D0BBi480 Candy Monk 4 

5 006 PEACERJL SARAH (SB) 8HartxryS612 AKoGtone7 

8 302268 CABCHftfiC£BUE(7)RRTJNa^*r6B8JIUti»fflB 

7 58063 IIAZ&LA(14(P) ASheeferfiSB .TSpteas 

6 6MB PERFECT POPPY (12) S Dew * 6 7_ P Doe (5) 6 

9 te-H UTILE MISS RBOTft2)(D} ROSAanSfi 2 — I>Bggt9 

tt 554280 ROCHEA(Z7)KBute47G — _UaritaDKyv2 

11 00601 LAW R0CK5TAR (6) M Rysi 37 11 (0«) — PataGtans 

-If daMa«l> 

BETTUIG: 4-1 Calypso lady, 96 OnatoRhaMBdi, 5-1 LKly Rodotor. 13- 
2 Hakffia, B-t babrta OonasM. 91 Cafacharga Hue, B -1 oftes 


Goodwood 


2.10 Eaton Square 
2^0 Evander 

3.10 Baffin Say 


HYPERION 

3-40 Stiafs Quest (nb) 
4.10 H ebony 
4.45 Farfrae 


GOING: Gobd (Good to Soft in pkacaa n straight). PenettorratE* rearing 35 
STALLS: Straight wuse - stands aide: found course - node, escepi im 4( - outsfcia 
DHAW ADVANTAGE: Low manbare may be best lor 51 8 Bt 
•F^ht-haid courea with 9harp banriG end 9 adtonta 

•cause Is N ctf Oxttustar twtwcon A286 and A285 Ctaches»r sfafton 4m. ADMIS- 
SION: Raymond Endoaua H5, Gordon Enclosure CIO, Pufafac Enctoaure QS |ouer-65s 
C3t Accomp an iad under-17s free al eneksures. CAR PARK: E2. or (ise. 

•LEADING TRAWESS: R Hannon 31 ^11 (KWb), P Cote 30- 135 <222*1. H Cecil 21- 
84 (25%L J Goaden 21-C3 (T7n%). J Dunlop 21-173 (121%). M Stout* 20- B5 (233%). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: T Quinn ft-260 tSB%). Pat Eddery 37-162 naa%) L Dettori 
38-175 (206%x J Bald 33-238 (136%) M Hflte S-127 (M2%j, K Fallon 8*59 (SB%) 
•FAVOURITES: 213 wins tram B22 races (34 2%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


2.10 


ENRON CAPITAL & TRADE NOVICE STAKES (CUSS 
D) £5,000 added 3Y0 1 m 2f Penalty Value £3,590 

1 12 DEEP DWE (USA) (11) (WSFarfih fl) PCcte94 .TQutmS 

2 1 EATON SQUARE (USA) (IS) (KA&ridnHCsolP 4 ... ..._KFaflBrt4 

3 81- TBIBOB{209)(te&UHldi|ten4M1witt«94 .DBIggal 

4 3)041 SOn , TOUCH(6)[MndTtieGepPartmtip)H3sGKelaay&9 J Raids 

-ftUnd* 

BETTING: M Eaton Square. 52 Deep Ota, 8-1 Tte Bob, M 5o& Uioch 
•97. No conespetxfcg race 

FORM GUIDE 

EATON SQUARE made a bgk np reaa fa n when ha tednskte the finaUuricng p beat Core 
ncteseir Bay 2'b tenffha at Nwbury (im. good). The farm has worked cut laity we4 and 
jhss8no(5JLfsyevotrto#FrenchOatetttorjarJolyphashoiJdnctfr5dthea{irs2lapfDf> 
lem. rts Worm trainer Heray CacB haa a good ine througyt Chester HtLoa, who beat the 

^Moi^l^a^^engfttotj^CT« ato equertfTT»^Cla^fttal and Cto^ates 
winrar Piofa a Doncaatar (ift. qood) Tan Bob led itouttobeatWunVtenhre i > J at 
MLssa&ugh (kn soft) In Narewcar bakra amiig seght lengths second to Efco ftwaiy 
ft a Grp^Tlree contesta SakiFCIOLd (Yn, heavry) Salactian: EATON SQUARE 

reran] nac rhnsurance classified stakes (C) £io,ooo 

I-U added 3YO Im if Penalty Value £6,913 

1 2631 EVAWS1 (IS) (C) (ArthCtty Speeften) P Ccfc 90 .TOuwiI 

2 2-1 iDNE9OUEOUDE(CAt0(17](SaredSiftM)USltUB3a_. _ .JfWd# 

I (Dr FrerkS 8 Chao) 5 Woods 90 KFailonS 


MZ32 WU»VBT1URE(9)(DrFr _ 

GOODWOOD CAVAL£R(4Q(BF) (Goodwood GotptJDunop 8 C . . Eddery 3 


-UTciKtUH2 


3 

4 00)63 

5 -COD- aaiE DE WUfT (228) (ftrtnrd iWwrs) 9 Itoelian 8 9. 

• 5 (tor Im ml - 

BemMGca-iEouite s-3 Lenenme Dade, 4-1 Wuxi Venture. 92 Goodwood CavaOer, ik 
B eBaDeNuk 

®97: Mayteie 3 8 12 M Robate 5-1 (A Storem iks«m (B) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WIDQ VENTURE tuned ft Ns best perionnance when beaten 37* lengths by the old- 
er For Yfcor Eyes Ony a Sandown (tn. good) otter having every dance from 21 out. 
Goodwood Ctevafier kept on to one pace after bong swhehed to chaienge 2 t cut when 
thrd, beaten 37* lengihs. to Ambiguous at Rtoon tVn. soft). A Bra through Antoguous 
suggests GoodKoodCanafer haa a axj&a of lengths to Iftdrnh Wu» wnnaw Evan- 
tier made hard work ol beating Miagiam a lengtn here (im. good to frm) after mak- 
ftgvrtutey al. but was previously more mpressfcre vrftan 4V* lengms Did to the liglvctess 
FiEq M Nswinartet (w good) with a host ol sUxequent wnners behind. There a prob- 
ably better to come front Lonesome Dude, who had to be Shaken up after leading 21 
Out to beat Sabhaan V* length ft a maiden at Kempton (71 good) The tom s> hard to 
assess. Selection: WUXJ VENTURE 


3.10 


49’S BADGER ALES HANDICAP (CLASS C) 

£10,000 added 3YO Im 4f Penalty Value £7,254 

1 01 -ft BAFF«BAY(12)(LBHolday)HCeci97 - KFaBonS 

2 83-1 AL&am (30) >1 ea*s*em J Oitop 8 Q Pmaumy* 

3 53-12 D0UBl£ CLASSIC (USA) (24) (Itetuft fll UteBjunj M Sm® B 12 JRetdT 

4 332-» INDOIAAM2*) (D) (BF) (Kuvan Radng SyrtScaJe) J Duriop 8 C LDedorll 

5 00-4 PURE NOBlilTY (24) B Hb B ? - MHttS 

6 60-1 G81ER09TY(Q(HRHPiftcaFahdSakTan)FCde99(5ex) .T Quinn 2 

7 6-W2 EASTYiai. HAU. (8) (Ea-tvel Mano (totfllfl Curts 7 D ._ J Lon 6 

-7 declared — 

Mrkmwti wetatt na 70B>. True hantfeep wiw* EesMek Haff 7a 9ft. 

BETTING: 11-4 aafteS^ 10*30 Double CJassfc, 96 Cenerosity. 5-J PureNoUtey. »-t AMtoah. 
9-1 totenaN, 12-1 EeetwaB HaB 
aar. Cft* Fteait 3 B 0 W Ryan ft -2 (M Toipkns) drawn ® 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A Sb penalty may not stop GENEROSITY, who made a mockery of a competitive- 
iookkig handcap when he came from last to first n the straight to ben Masasnadas 
by an easy three lengths at SanQcwm (Vn 31 good to soft). He looks much ■nproued. 
Double Classic, who finished vary test after being held i*> when length second to 
Arrant Dancer at Fteydock (im 27.-1; looks a tag danger over tns longer trea On 4b 
worae terms, he should confirm superiority over Pure Nobility, who was 3' • lengths 
away kxrtft at Haydock after baftg up with the pace throughout. EaatweH Han con- 
Dnued hs rapid improvement, despite a 221 b rise n the handcap when gong Lftrier 
by V. length to Corel Share at toBowing a baffle over the last SI at Leicester Dm 41 good) 
He is on the same mark hare Baffin Bay was rased VHO after laackig a furlong out 
and beating Bombastac an easy 3‘h lengths at Haydoch llm 51 good) At-Fatah has 
more to do after tearing a luiong outto beat Ragqasa by i V. lengths at Newcastle 
f*n 21 good to soft) Selection: GENEROSITY 


3.40 


JACK HOLT MEMORIAL HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 6f Penalty Value £4,240 

1 00-103 NONTENURE 114) (0) (Dwft Mori) R Ftaages it iti 0 - JRaWS 

2 01-600 APOUD R£D (44) (O) IA Moore] G l Uocr? 9 9 ti „ CandyMonfc4 

3 D2D-C OUT LDE (12) (D) (B^ (Mss DM Green} MMadgnck 59 5 LDetW)6 

4 36315 I CRISJ TOR YOU (6) (BF) iBob Lateranri R Harrai 3 & 3 . . ..PM Eddery 10 

5 mnffj KINGS HARMONY«(D) (Gerry Boye-i B Pearce 5 92 . - K Futon t 

6 031000 lyOflyS GRAB WRE(1fl (D) [Dean txjrytKKMy 59 1 . Maitai Dayer 14 B 

7 1335*0 ARAGROVE (16) (q(D) (Bryan ftylUUst*re9l ... . . JMaffihaBII 

8 60360 STOAT'S QUEST (91 (0) <J3dr Bkirensaf DArbutfra<90 HMuflen(J)2 

9 006 MARISA'S PET (11) ILanrence Pratt) T Pcwd 4 3 3 .. P Doe (5) 12 

O -543C2 MALADBUE (B) (□) (R M Brenautt M Chanter) 4 5 12 . - .TQwnnSV 

71 S0066 WAU THE BEAT (51)tCDj (UJyswDOd Fasrig OjD) V UtaO? 8 B ti . MTebbuttlB 
12 0300 DDIIBIE MARCH nZ)(D)lMraPStan-Durrrt < Ktey Sen G Fautoter (5) B 

C 222063 UURABEET (4) ®) (The Rjrgng AheM Fartre^rtpi R = l3r*r 569 . OUrtlnaiJ 
» 660- TWDFCWTB«Pfl^n'.GNaJrtC9iMU2C?i=i. 5 57 N Adams 7 

6 00-01 SHARP STOCK (1^ [C) FTJrs M r = i ; Ahnea Cook (5) 9 

& OOCO JUS1TWANUSIS|(0J(liR^aaflJt'C?56st . ... AOalyflJtS 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 116 1 Cried For teu, 7-1 Out Line. MaladBiie. Shatp Sinete 8-1 Uomendra. 9-1 Dow- 
bte March, 10- 1 Ivory’s Grab Hire. Kings Harmony, Seat's Quest. 12-1 Jusiintaws, 14-1 others 
■85T Nc ccrespsning tace 

FORM GUIDE 

The ahantage ol 4 <kav dose to tf» rails cotdd enable AMLADEWE to ccrtfcm Brigntcn 
(6t goodi ptaongs with Juslintanus. I CHeri For You and Kings Hannony. The quar- 
ter were separated Dy less man a length tsorwid Scoimg last ttroe with Justranus evwv 
tuaty demoted from second to feurth to interference lAaladene laFng tfvrd (beaten 
1 7. lengths). I Cned For iteu fourth Mter faflmg to get a dear run. and Kings Harmony 
fifth fdtowftg steady tare progress. I Cbed For You has rndrgrt3fly the best of toe weights 
but Bte Justmanus is hanricapped by a fsgh draw. Montendre. who ran on one-paced 
when thrt. beasen v. lengths to Trple hiy here (61 good), is recely drawn but s usu- 
afly nred up and may meet traffic problems. Out Una shomed herself In fine term wnr> 
good Jaie work when second, beaten v . lengths, to Mukin Hregras (Bnghion im. firmi. 
but could find the trp too sharp Stmt's Quest ran bariy tor an ^experienced appremee 
at Chepstow (test c# X? to Ramtopld) but previously finshed a respectable sunh (treat 
en 6’. lengths to Justsvanua a Brighton (61 good) Double March found no extra trore 
a furlong out when seventh of W (beaten sw lengths) m Madame Jones at Notting- 
ham (6T good to firm) toUcvnng a haH-tength win over Began! Dance ovre the same 
course and distance. Selection: HALADHRE 

20 YEAR MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 


1 4-10 1 STAKES (£} £5,000 added 3YO 7f Penalty Value £3,720 


MBfe*ry7 
.NCafiris4B 
_ . TOuktnS 
..SDnwno2 
DGriBUn(3)S 
.. ..L Dettori B 
.. .NAtonaB 
, — MlebtaP I 


4.45 


4 FU3WN SOUTH p6) (fteBrS Wnfiekfl Jartto 90 . 

00066 1RNSHARP(17| (KWtesfcn) PHoring90 

31460 STORM FfiOUTHE EAST (B3)(BF)IM Hayes) RHarem 90 

34406 BE MV WISH (67) (T Ttan) Wss G Keltvay B 9 

5- D&W0LFpi9) (Ban*CWh«hOusei PUaknBB . . .. 

02 HBOMWII (ShaWt Mohammad) JGcactei 89. .. 
MSSGREBlM»JWl<nsai)Jlfe89 

0 S0VETG1RL(14) (FCTWteon> BMee te >B9 

BETTlNa 3-1 Htren Souft. 7-2 Storm ftwttthe Eari, 4-1 Hebony. 5-1 Be My WWi, 6-1 MM, 
ItM Soviet Gft. 12-1 Hire Green. 2S-1 Ptnsharp. 

W7 Ge*rtna390JWaare46to(LQjnari)««m(l)8ren 
FOAM GUIDE 

HEBOVY Has given pterty to do tmm 31 out mheo a stayng-cn YWeng «h second to 
Volonttere at Kenpton (71) hut woUd not need to ftpnjve a great deal and has the rafc 
draw advantage. A ine through Grand Sam ffvas her Bw beating trf Flown South, who 
had wwy chance 2f out when 3** tengihs tourth id Piospectresa on ha debut re Ling- 
ttetd (71 good). Be My Wish, berean 5*. lengths wo ephth behnd Lord Kfttyren the 
Skper Stxrt at Itewtary pi liny last season, matte an encaaaglng reappearance (joned 
leadara 31 out, eased dosing stages) when 15th erf 22 (beaten 12 lengths) to XAes Jew- 
^ re Doncaster (7l good) but has a tay-olf to overcome. Storm Fromthe East was be- 
tow tom when taring 2f out » finish 71h ol 9 to Wtaffls RoBy at Fdkestone (El good) but 
has a chance on hre previous two-length 5th oM7 to Epsom Cydone al Doncaster (61 
good) Oe-Mtoff made a premfeng debut at Leicester i6t good) test October, firehftg 
S’* lengths fifth to Soto SpWafter twice meeting ftterteranca Selection: HEBONY 

CASCO MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
E) £5,000 added 2YO 5f Penalty Value £3,818 

2 CARMARTHEN GO) (Qte Racing OUk I Bddrg 9 D .LDWori4 

0 QAMftriJ»NCSTD^(MGte«reSCV«»jiB&0 FLjmrtlO 

DRAMATIZE (NBAttetwrou^BMeflhan 9 0 — GHumi(7)5 

FOCUS (Hgperelhwougtred (bong tkflP Cob 90 T Quinn 7 

4 HEAD HONCHO (IS) (JCSn*i)DEte«nh 90 SDtwrol 

SARSON (Raymond fcoft) R Hxncn 9 0 Pa Eddery 6 

THAMC HEARNS (Mas tebget CO)te) M Chamn 3 0 .A Eddery (7) 3 

0232 AKEAN RAMEQQ(ThecbakB Sufi K (very BB -Martin Dwyer B 

64 FARFRAE (23) (S P T«a) M Fbakxvas 8 9 — -~J »te* 

KN0CKEMMACKNaiJE|Nctefrei»)c0RartneiMi|)DElsatirthB9 -.JD*R)11 
2 LINDAS GBI (3Q (D M Snah) Ms L Shifts 8 9 DBiggcB 

-11 dadared - 

BETTING-. 7-2 Poos, 5-1 Canaarthen. B-1 Aegean Hsma, Undtt Gem, 13-2 Ferftac, B-1 Sar- 
aon, B-1 Head Honcho, 12-1 Dandy Oencaa 14-1 ttowra 
8 SV No contaponring race 

FORM GUIDE 

FARFRAE ran up aganst scree decent youngsters when ? '!> lengths Dwd to Thunder 
Dragon el Windsor .good), making the rureilng to a luiong out The time was good 
and aha (a dropping In grade A fire through fifth-placed Adkiies Siar gives her the 
edge on Unde* Gent, who fftrtwd with a wursft after strugglra early m be beaten 
37.- lengths by N* Uunodanls aft a Kerepton ia good to soft). Comanhen showed 
promfce when Btayftg on hto second (beaten ax teigths) to Banco Mna af Safsbtey 
(51 firm), write Head Honcho recovered wal from a slow start to hoW e««y chance 
1 ! out when nfte lengths last ot lour (eased) to Chon Mate here (5L good to linn) and 
should do better. Dandy Dancer recovered from a stow start but laded entering Hie 
final furlong when five lengths eighth at T3 behind Golden Charm at NMtingham (6t 
Anri). Selactfon: FARFRAE 


Results 


BRIGHTON 

230: 1. BOLD SPRING (R Smdh) B-1; 
z. Sis of «rtg «M: 3. Rying Panmnc W 
1lran.MtorCMa«Jn& , /i.dvh4(RH8o- 
non. East Ewrletah)^ Tbte: ESB0: £231 E4AG 
£230. OF: E4L&L CSF: £8432. Thcaat 
G46848L Trio: Et35i*a NR: RocJcy Wfeters. 

100: 1. BA REASON (Candy Mortis) 
5^: a AseT AlWnd B4 lor. 1 Srxrty Tten 
8-t 5 ran. 3% \G L Moora Ti*e 

CcOCr, tZD. CV3a DF: E5tl CSF: £6J7 

130: 1. YET AGAIN fT Spate) 7-4 lav: 
2. Be True 7-1: 3. Sovereign Crest 6-1 B 
ran. 3 'h. 2. Mbs Gay Kefeway. WWt- 
eomba^ TWe: £230; EWS ODG E2« - DF: 
£740, CSF: £1334 Tricaot E5S85. Too: 

fe* 1 - „ 

400: 1. OUIET ARCH U fterf) 3-1 far, 
2. Ron's Round 7^; 1 GuassUtmtiort S-l 
7 ran a IV*. (WMl* Lantnun) lUe: DMO; 
£16Q £230 DF:£fi7U CSF: £1332 

AJtt 1. SABHAAN p Hamson) 7-4; 2. 
Grarttl Stare DO30: ICftryaaflaM-i 7 ran. 
6-5 for Summsr Deal (Wi\ 3’/--, 1 ’fc. (M Tra- 
goring. Lamboun). Ibis: C2A0; D20, £i8CL 
DF: DMO CSF; £788. 

4D0t 1.FAClLEHGH£(POoe) 10-fl fari 
2. Maiatis 13-2; 1 Salsteta U-2 7 ran. V.. 
I (S Dow Epsom) Tola: £180. £160 £1S0 
DF: Wto CSF; E6B1 
Rtacapob ES290 Quadpot £8.70 
Ptaca 8: £3083 Ptoea 5: £7BQ 


• Yesterday’s card at Pontefract 
was abandoned due to water- 
logging after more than an inch 
of rain fell during the rooming. 
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Steadfast Stewart takes centre stage 




Alec Stewart, in the Long Room at the Oval, contemplates his first Test as the new England captain, which starts tomorrow against South Africa at Edgbaston 


Photograph: Lawrence Griffhta/AHsport 


England's cricket 
captain intends to be 
his own man. Derek 
Pringle hears his 
plans for a new era 

FOR the first time in almost five 
years, somebody other than 
Michael Atherton will be walk- 
ing out to flip the coin on Eng- 
land's behalf. Fifty-one Tests is 
a tong time to be under anoth- 
er. but Alec Stewart is about to 
step from beneath his predeces- 
sor’s shadow and embark on a 
journey that even he was begin- 
ning to think he’d never make. 

As adventures go. captaining 
England at cricket is not known 
for its bump-free ride. Stewart 
may be a veteran batsman of 74 
Tests, but as captains go. he is 
still a chrysalis. When he walks 
out with Hansie Cronje to- 
morrow. butterflies he long 
though l extinct wifi flutter once 
more. 

Nothing can prepare you 
for the skipper’s job, the most 
exposed of all sports. Alt talk of 
captaining school sides and 
county juniors, or even county 
first teams (Stewart has done 
them all) cann ot equip you for 
the harsh light of the spotlight 
about to pick out your every nu- 
ance, blemish and quirk. As for 
the more obvious things like 
success and failure, they will be 
hung high for public consump- 
tion on a grand scale - at least 
when the dust in France and 
Gazzaville has finally settled. 

A sensible and proud fami- 
ly man, Stewart, now 35, does 
at least know what he is letting 
himself in for - something 
Atherton, only 25 when he was 
appointed in 1 993, patently did 
noL With Dad having played for 
England os well as captaining 
Surrey, Stewart has long been 
aware of what is expected 

“There was always cricket 
chat about the house," ex- 
plained StewarL “In fact, there 
still is. and his advice to me as 
England captain is to ensure 
that my performance with bat 
and gloves are good That way, 
the other pari will hopefully be- 
come easier." 

Stewart says he has been 
around long enough to know 
how international cricket works. 
But while that experience may 


help him avoid some of the pit- 
falls, it will not necessarily help 
him find a route to the peak, 
which is where England must 
find themselves - with or with- 
out match-winning bowlers -for 
his captaincy to be considered 
a success. 

“South Africa’s record” he 
concedes, “says they are a hard 
team to beat, and we'll have to 
play to our full potential to win 
the series. In the past we've 
played winning cricket, though 
too many indifferent matches 
have meant it has been the ex- 
ception rather than the rule. As 
captain I'll be trying to make 
sure that ratio improves to the 
point where we are more suc- 
cessful." 


Educated, at least in the 
cricketing sense, via Surrey's 
swingeing school of old pros, 
Stewart straddles two eras. It 
may explain why he upholds the 
traditional standards of tie and 
blazer while indulging in the 
sharper modern practices of 
gamesmanship, such as ap- 
pealing when the ball has 
passed, but not actually taken, 
the edge of the bat. 

However, the fact that he is 
no angel - despite the blonde 
hair and juttiogly dean shaven 
chin - is a good thing. Provid- 
ing the old farts and the con- 
stant drip drip of Lord 
Maclaurin’s "image is every- 
thing” don't emasculate him 
completely, England will hope- 


fully begin to flex the spine they 
had begun to find under Ather- 
ton. 

Tm not going to change the 
way I play just because Tm Eng- 
land captain," Stewart said. 
*Tve played Tfest cricket for 
eight years and 1 believe 1 play 
hard and fair. In any case, as 
Athers said the other day, the 
most important thing is to win. 
If you do that, the microscope 
is not so harsh." 

Interference from outside 
the dressing-room, can present 
a problem to any captain. Apart 
from the sapping demands of 
keeping wicket and batting in the 
top four - which surely threat- 
en to spread even his supreme 
energy and focus too thinly -one 


of Stewart’s potential flaws is 
that he is a populist. 

In a game where so-called 
experts seemingly outnumber 
the playing popuia tion 100 to L, 
it is easy to become disorient- 
ed, even by wefl intended advice, 
and if there is one rule his pre- 
decessor insists he should ad- 
here to, it is tribe his own man. 

“Pm definite!)' going to do it 
my way,” he insists, a victim no 
doubt of the recent aural pom- 
melling handed out in recent 
weeks by Old Blue Eyes’ sig- 
nature tune. "You might see a 
bit of Atherton, or a bit of 
Gooch, or any of the ca ptains 
I've played under. It's inevitable 
really as you absorb bits and 
pieces from everyone.” 


Captaining his country is 
something Stewart has always 
wanted, a desre in his case that 
comes from deep in the genes 
more than from any craving for 
power."! don’t want any of the 
players to look at me differently 
now Tm skipper,” be says. “Tm 
determined to remain the same 
open person in the dressing- 
room that I always have been.” 
Ambition can be a dirty 
word, especially in cricket, 
where it is better dressed up in 
sheep’s clothing than present- 
ed in its naked state. However, 
although a conspicuous lack of 
trumpet blowing on Stewart's 
part perhaps betrayed his need 
to conform in the past, the 
dream never faded. Indeed. 


when I Interviewed him in New 
Zealand 14 months ago, he 
stiO harboured desires to cap- 
tain England. 

Having been dose once be- 
fore, when Graham Gooch re- 
signed in 1993, Stewart 
probably reasoned he could be 
dose again, despite having been 
replaced as vice-captain by 
Nasser Hussain, ironically his 
only rival following Atherton’s 
resignation. 

A swell-chested patriot - 
something else he inherited 
from Dad - Stewart can assume 
what most other captains have 
to earn: die undying loyalty and 
respect of his players. As a 
hard worker in the Gooch 
mould, he will also expect oth- 


ers to match his exacting stan- 
dards of preparation and fitness. 

But hard work, so often the 
disguise for other weaknesses, # 
has been tried before wth only 
sporadic success. Surely it was 
time to admit that while Eng- 
land have become less prone to 
collapse, they stzQ lack the ruth- . 
less streak that divides the 
cricket world info its two distinct’ 
species - predators and prey? ' 

“As someone who has played 
Grade cricket in Perth as well 
as many Test matches against 
them, I respect the Aussies 
enormously. More than any 
other team, they recognise tie 
moment to go in for the feflL If 
we are going to compete, that 
is what we must do.” 


Yifter the Shifter in Gebrselassie's sights 



Haile Gebrselassie: Best yet to come 


Photograph: AP 


IT IS a measure of Haile Ge- 
brselassie's talent that he re- 
garded bis reclamation of the 
World 10,000 metres record in 
Hengelo on Monday evening as 
little more than a statement of 
intent. 

After setting the new mark 
of 26min 2175sec in his first 
outdoor nm of the season -with 
the encouragement of a parti- 
san Dutch crowd and a deaf- 
ening loudspeaker rendition of 
his favourite techno track, ‘Scat- 
man’ - he spoke about his plans 
to run even faster. “I wanted to 
run 26.20, or maybe 26.15 
tonight,” he said. “I know I can 
do it. And I will.” 

Asked if he could go under 
26 minutes, he smiled and then 
said: “Why not? 25.59, that 
would be nice.” • 

While that landmark ma y be 

out of reach of an athlete who, 
at 25, has already set 13 world 
records, you would not bet 
against him improving on his 
time in a season where he will 
not be distracted by any major 
championships. 

"All the hard work he has 
done w ill pay off He wOI go 
faster,” said Gebrselassie’s 


Mike Rowbottom reports on the Ethiopian 
world-record holder aiming to take distance 
running to new techno-driven heights 


Dutch manager, Jos Hermens, 
who added that the World and 
Olympic 10,000m champion 
needed the music to keep the 
tempo during his record at- 
tempts. 

Spectators on the European 
circuit had better prepare them- 
selves for further techno bar- 
rages. Gebrselassie plans to 
run all six 1AAF Golden 
League meetings this season, 
and will almost certainly seek to 
regain his world 5,000m record 
in Zurich. 

He daimed that mark at the 
Swiss meeting last August, hold- 
ing off Daniel Komen with a late 
burst of speed. But within nine 
days, the 21-year-old Kenyan 
had surpassed him, setting the 
current mark of 1 2mm 39.74sec 
at the Brussels meeting. With- 
in the space of an hour, Ge- 
brselassie also lost his tenure on 
the 10,000m record as Komen ’s 
fellow-countryman PauITergat 
ran 26:27.S5. 


“I said to my friend. This is 
not my day*,” Gebrselassie re- 
called. He vowed to regain 
both records, and now he is half 
way there. 

But it looks as though he 
may not be pushed to further 
athletic heights this year by 
Komen, who was reported to 
have said at the weekend that 
he would not be running directly 
against the Ethiopian this sea- 
son. Their rivalry, it seems, 
must be fought out at a distance 
as was the case with Seb Coe 
and Steve Ovett in the 1980s. 
However, Gebrselassie, just 
5ft 47an and weighing less than 
nine stone, appears to be up for 
direct competition. “If he wants 
to run against me, he can,” he 
said. 

His deepest motivation is in 
representing the people of 
Ethiopia. In a country whose 
people are among the poorest 
in the world, Gebrselassie is a 
hero and his accomplishments 


were marked in February by the 
award of the Jesse Owens In- 
ternational Trophy at a cere- 
mony in New York. 

His ultimate ambition is to 
emulate his own hero, fellow 
Ethiopian Miruts Yifter in win- 
ning the Olympic 5.000 and 
10,000m at the 2000 Games in 
Sydney. Yifter the Shifter - a 
nickname he earned through his 
ability to destroy opposition 
with sudden bursts of speed - 
achieved his double at the 1980 
Moscow Olympics. He was fol- 
lowed by. among millions of oth- 
ers, a small Ethiopian boy 
listening to a radio in a mud buL 

The boy was Gebrselassie, 
who recalled recently how be 
bad risked his father's wrath by 
"borrowing" his radio and bat- 
tery to listen to the Olympic 
commentary. 

His father, who only allowed 
the radio to be used for listen- 
ing to news programmes, nev- 
er detected toe temporary tbefL 

“I am sure he would have 
killed me if he had discovered 
what I had done," Gebrselassie 
said Lucky for him - lucky for 
world athletics - that his father 
didn’t. 


Second delay to ♦ 
Jackson’s jumping * 


By Mike Rowbottom 

COLIN JACKSON, the world 
record-holder in the high hur- 
dles, has been forced to post- 
pone his return to Iongjumping 
for the second time this year. 

The 31 -year-old, who plans to 
long jump at this year’s Euro- 
pean Championships and Com- 
monwealth Games, was 
scheduled to compete at a meet- 
ing in MQan on Friday, but or- 
ganisers have cancelled toe long 
jump. Last month Jackson had 
to abandon plans to long jump 
in Jena. Germany, after bruising 
a heel when falling in his open- 
ing 1 10 metres hurdles race of 
toe summer. “Things are work- 
ing against Colin at toe mo- 
ment,” Malcolm Arnold, his 
coach, said “He will just have to 
look around to see when be can 
fit it in again in his schedule.” 

Jackson jumped a wind- 
assisted 7.96m as a teenager and 
has targeted his fellow Welsh- 
man Lynn Davies’s 30-year-old 
British record of 8.23m. But his 
plans to double up for Britain 
in the European Cup in St Pe- 
tersburg at the end of this 


month could be in trouble un- 
less he can get in a qualifying 
jump before the selection date 
of 15 June. - - 

Jackson leads this year’s 
world rankings over toe hurdles 
with his time of 13.14sec set in 
Chemnitz. Germany, late last 
month - his fastest opening to 
a season since the year he woo 
the world title, 1993. The world 
champion, Allen Johnson of the 
United States, ran 13.12 in Eu- 
gene, Oregon, on Sunday, but 
the time was wind-assisted. 

Donovan Bailey, Canada’s £) 
100m world record-holder, an- 
nounced yesterday that he will 
retire after the 2000 Olympic 
Games. Bailey said: TTl be 
aiming to win the world title in 
1999 in Seville and I think HI fin- 
ish my career with the Sydney 
Olympics. After that 171 finally 
be able to smoke a fat cigar. But 
until then I still want to go out 
there and beat the Americans.” 
Paula Raddiffe left Monday '• 
night's Hengelo meeting, high- 
ly encouraged after setting a 
personal best of 4min 05.81 sec 
in the 1500m behind Gabriela 
Szado, who won in 4:02.91. 


Leaving Las Vegas as gambling mecca is hit hard by sleaze 


ALARM BELLS are ringing in boxing. 
This weekend New York stages its first 
World heavyweight championship fight 
since February 1993. when Evander Holy- 
field defends his World Boring Associa- 
tion and International Boxing Federation 
titles against Henry Akinwande. But toe 
fight at the self-proclaimed Mecca of 
Boxing, Madison Square Garden, has fo- 
cused attention on the lack of action of Las 
Vegas, the world's boxing capitaL 
An easy explanation, for next Saturday's 
fight site is that the legendary Garden is 
but a short Manhattan stroll from toe US 
District Court building where the show’s 
promoter, Don King, faces a re-trial on 
charges of insurance fraud against Lloyds 
of London. But dose proximity might prove 
irrelevant to King if the $43m (£27m) that 
the FBI has invested in frying to nail toe 
controversial promoter second time 
around is money well spent; the former jail- 


bird (two counts of manslaughter) could 
be behind bars again by next weekend. 

However, King’s alleged offences pale 
into insignificance compared to events that 
have made Las Vegas do the unthinkable 
and seemingly turn its back 00 boring, 
which traditionally boosts the local econ- 
omy tty amounts befitting the ostentatious 
standards of both the city and the Sport- 

Last weekend was one to remember on 
the Las Vegas Strip. King’s promotion at 
the Hilton hotel was low-key, with no star 
names involved, but its significance can- 
not be underestimated. Boxing breathes 
a sigh of relief that finally Vfegas has staged 
its first world title fight of the year, end- 
ing the gambling Mecca’s longest cham- 
pionship bout drought in 20 years. 

In 1997, 25 world title fighrs were staged 
in Las Vfegas. But Friday night's contest was 
the city’s first since November 3997, when 
Holyfield gained revenge over Michael 


The world's boxing capital appears to have turned its • 
back on the sport Glyn Leach reports on the changes 

exemplified by the experiences of the 
world’s largest hotel, toe MGM Grand. 

When the MGM opened in 1993, it was 
toe first of toe Las Vegas hotels to go to- 
talty Tamily^. It bad a Wizard of Oz theme 
(wake-up calls-by Dorothy), a theme park 
(now dosed), and 5,000 rooms to cater for 
the expected human influx - the amount 
of visitors to the “new” Las Vegas increases 
by, on average, 10 per cent each year and 
it is currently estimated at 30m per annum. 
But, unwittingly, the new establishment’s 
involvement with boxing has been central 
to toe problems toe sport faces in Vfegas 
today. 

MGM boring started with a flourish. In 
1994, while the established fight-host ho- 
tel-casinos On toe Strip - Caesars Palace, 


Mooter, a promotion estimated to haw lost 
$10m; a heavy beating even by the high- 
roller levels of the Valley of toe Dollars. 

The promotion gambled that toe dam- 
age done last summer, when Mike Tyson 
infamously savaged Holyfield’s ear in 
their rematch and was subsequently placed 
under licence-suspension, would not be 
long lasting. But the injury to the public’s 
perception of boring ran deep. 

Las Vfegas has long struggled to rid it- 
self of its seedy, “mob town" image. The 
prostitute and drug dealers have been 
cleared from the tourist areas, and the city’s 
hotel-casinos now compete for the family 
dollar. But the city’s long-standing rela- 
tionship with boring appears counter-pro- 
ductive to its new goals, a situation best 


toe Hilton, toe Mirage - kept diaries full 
of empty dates, toe MGM staged five 
“mega-fights”. It hosted 32 world cham- 
pionship bouts in its first two years of op- 
eration. 

The MGM quickly became a major 
player, but soon overplayed its hand. 
Phess releases proudly stated that it would 
take a person 13 years and eight months 
to stay in a new MGM room every day, but 
it has taken only a third of that time for 
the establishment to feature significantly 
in events that have brought I at Vegas box- 
ing to its knees. 

Deaerate to capitalise on early Knorreq 
in 1995 the hotel signed Tyson, recently re- 
leased from jail on a rape charge, who re- 
ceived a financial package estimated at 
$200m for a six-fight deal But Tyson proved 
to be an embarrassment; his fight against 
Frank Bruao, attracted some of the worst 
elements of Britain’s sports fans; the 


gangsta rap poster boy Tupac Shakur, whe 
attended Tyson’s farcical win over Brucr 
Seldon. was shot dead after toe fight; ther 
came Tyson’s defeat by Holyfield and h* 
atrocious behaviour in their rematch, fol- 
Icwng which gun shots rang out in toe ho 
rel foyer. The MGM bad seen enough ol 
Jrson after five fights and, following toe 
financial failure of Holyfield-Moorer Ve- 
g3s appears to have seen enough of big- 
time boxmg for the time being. 

New York has a reputation as the bard- 

° r v 'Z™ 8 P rom °tion to sue 
York State taxes gate receipts 
Nevada does not), while local television 
faxes are the highest in the United States. 
When Holyfield’s latest defence was an- 



‘ "ny/uonwande? 

could only question: ‘Why New York’’ fi 

most inconceivably, Las Vegas appears 
be asking: *Why boxing?’ PP ^ 
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* grand design turns to dust 


Tennis 


By John Roberts 

in ftris 

AN emotional afternoon at the 
French Open ended with 
Marceb Rios’ prospects of win- 
ning the men's singles title ly- 
ing in the dust - along with his 
hopes of returning to No 1 in 
the worid - and with Monica Se- 

lps courageously earning a 
meeting with Martina Hingis in 
the women’s semi-finals for the 
second consecutive year. 

The Jay’s events guaran- 
teed a new Grand Slam chato- 
pion in the men’s singles, 
<P Thomas Muster, who won the 
title at Roland Garros in 1995 , 
losing to Felix Mantilla, of 
Spain, who win duel with his 
compatriot Carlos Moya for a 
place in Sunday’s final. 

■ Moya eliminated Rios 6-1. 
2-6, 6-2, 6-4, in the quarter-finals. 

. both players endeavouring to 
erase memories of disappoin ting 
performances on major occa- 
sions. Moya was unable to do his 
latent justice against Efete Sam- 
pras in the 1997 Australian Open 
final, and Rios froze against ffetr 
Korda in the final at Melbourne 
m Parkin January this year. 
w Yesterday's contest exposed 
the 22-year-old Chilean’s vul- 
nerability under pressure. Al- 
though the No 3 seed recovered 
from an edgy start to play a daz- 
zling second set which raised 
cheers around the Centre Court 
and prompted a standing ova- 
tion, in the President’s Box, he 
lapsed into bouts of bad temper 
when the contest began to slip 
away from him. 

Having won 14 consecutive 
matches, he needed one more to 
overtake Sampras at the head of 
the game, a feat he achieved 
# ffeetingly in Florida at the end 
of March before an elbow injury 
pat him out of action. 

As the match moved to- 
wards a dramatic climax, Rios 
threw his racket after netting a 
forehand to be broken to 4-Tin 
the fourth set, convinced that 
Moya had played a shot on the 
second bounce of the ball 

Moya had to wait for the fuss 



Marcelo Rios plays a backhand during his vain attempt to stave off defeat against Carlos Moya at the French Open yesterday 


Photograph: AP 


to calm down before serving for 
a place in the semi-finals. The 
Spaniard saved a break point at 
30-40 with a forehand down the 
line, and then created four 
match points. 

Rios saved the first by hitting 
a line, and on the second had the 
luck of a net cord in returning 
a second serve with a backhand 
drive. Sheer skill took care of the 
third, the Chilean producing a 
stop volley wKh sufficient spin 
for the ball to clear the net and 
then kick back towards iL 


Moya delivered his seventh 
ace to give himself the fourth op- 
portunity, and then left his op- 
ponent with little option but to 
net a backhand in attempting to 
intercept a forehand volley. The 
21 -year-old from Majorca was 
overjoyed, having failed to ad- 
vance beyond the second round 
on his previous visits to the meo 
ca of clay-court players. 

Mantilla's win against 
Muster. 6-4, 6-2. 4-6, 6-3. was 
helped to some extent by his op- 
ponent’s problem with a back 


spasm, although the Austrian in- 
sisted that on the day he was 
simply beaten by a better man. 

Seles’s quarter-final victory 
against Jana Novotna, the No 3 
seed, was achieved on the 
Suzanne Lenglen Court, named 
after the great French champi- 
on whose legend inspired Seles 
in her earh- days. Having entered 
the event only 1 2 days after the 
death of her father and coach. 
Karolj. she continued to capture 
points and hearts. 

Having lost four of her pre- 


vious seven matches against 
Novotna - and both their meet- 
ings on day - Seles bad to pro- 
duce form approaching her best 
ever in order to recover after los- 
ing the opening set. She followed 
a losing sequence of seven con- 
secutive games by winning sev- 
en in a row en route to victory 
in three sets. 4-6. 6-3. 6-3. 

Seles, who pushed Hingis to 
three sets a year ago, now stands 
between the 17-year-old world 
No 1 and the completion of a set 
of the four Grand Slam lilies. 


Yesterday, in what many ob- 
servers perceived to be the ide- 
al match-up for the final, Hingis 
outsmarted the American 
teenager Venus Williams, 6-3. 
6-4, on the Centre Court. 

The winner of the Hingjs- 
Seles match will play either 
the No 2 seed, Lindsay Daven- 
port. or the No 4 seed. Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. Davenport 
eliminated the defending cham- 
pion, Iva Majoli, 6-1, 5-7, 6-3, 
and Sanchez Vicario beat Pat- 
ty Schnydcr, 6-2. 6-7, 6-0. 


Confidence grows in Gateshead’s Super League venture 


Rugby League 


By Dare HadfieM 

THERE is no doubt in the 
minds of the prime movers that 
'Gateshead wiD have a Super 
^ League side next year. 

Even in a week when the 
state of the town’s most famous 
sporting son, Paul Gascoigne, 
has made everyone w3ry of 
predictions, a team playing out 
of the Gateshead Internation- 


Sporting Digest 


al Stadium in 1999 looked a sol- 
id bet yesterday. 

One of Australia's leading 
administrators, Shane Richard- 
son, is sufficiently confident to 
have left his job with Cronulla. 
“1 am putting every bit of mon- 
ey I’ve got on the line. Thai’s 
how confident 1 am about rug- 
by league here." he said. “You 
don’t gel many opportunities 
like this in life." 

Richardson said that he al- 
ready has a commitment from 


Taylor strives to secure future 


Ice hockey 

THE Superleague chief execu- 
tive, Ian Taylor, yesterday 
revealed plans which will help 
safeguard the future of 61ite ice 
| hockey in. Britain on the day 
when George Dodds, the 
Sheffield Steelers owner, took 
• a giant step to prevent his club 
from folding. 

Taylor has been working to 
ensure Superieague is seen as 
a thriving business and to off- 
set the losses accrued in their 
first two years. The key to this 
has been the acquisition of a 
title sponsor - the small print 
\rill be finalised today before be- 
ing formafly announced in two 

weeks’ time - not only for 
financial reasons, but also in 
: terms of marketing the sport. 

This has clearly helped Tay- 
lor, eager to promote the sport 

• and attract a broader fan base, 

agree a new deal with Sky and 
finall y with terrestrial television. 

There will be a mixture of 
live games and highlights on 


both, generating unheard of 
exposure for a game which had 
previously been restricted to the 
odd match on terrestrial tele- 
vision in pre-Superieague days 
and satellite since. 

Thyior said: “The key is to 
have strong marketing part- 
ners. Ear more important than 
a few hundred thousand pounds 
in sponsorship is the marketing 
drive which a title sponsor can 
give us. I don't believe Super- 
league should be subsidising 
teams. I believe the dubs should 
be viable as a business in their 
own right." 

Taylor confirmed Super- 
league will have eight teams neat 
season, despite recent specula- 
tion that both Sheffield and 
Newcastle Cobras would fold 
this summer. 

Dodds personally wrote out 

a cheque for £100.000 during a 
news conference yesterday 
morning, guaranteeing the 
Sheffield club’s immediate 
future. 


a number of players in Australia, 
including some very big names, 
to join the dub if it gets the go 
ahead ahead for its franchise ap- 
plication in August. 

“Bui I don't want to Aus- 
tralianise it in the wav th3t the 
London Broncos have had to," 
he said. “My dream would be 
to win the title with a team of 
English players. 

“In the short term, we will 
have to bring in players and with 
the playing and coaching per- 


Athletfcs 

Duane Lactejo has been rewarded for 
his promising decathlon dstn/t in 
France last month by being named in 
the British team for the European Cup 
Combined Events in Italy in July 
BRITISH TEAM (European Cup Comblmd 
Events, arefltanone, OacamkxcJ 


Duffus delivers leading time 


Motorcycling 

THE SCOT lam Duffus yes- 
terday topped the practice 
leaderboard at the Isle of Man 
TT meetmg after the opening 
two sessions. The 35 -year-oi 
from Glenrothes powered his 
750cc Honda RC45 around the 
demanding 37.73-mile moun- 
tain. course in a best time or 

19min 16.iscc. 

Duffus. twice a TT race win- 
ner, was delighted with In* 
form. w&<± signals his return o 
full fitness following a homtic 
crash during qualifying for a 
round of ihe British Champ* 
ooship in Mav last year. 

Bob Jackson, on a Kawasa- 


kj, was maiginalty slower but 
ahead of Ion Lougber, a winner 
last vear who quickly came to 
terms with the SOOce Hooda 

Grand Pnsbto he wtllnde in 

the Senior TT. 

Nigel Davies, riding a ounce 
Yamaha GP machine, was 
fourth fastest ahead of Michael 
Rutter, the favounle forwc^ 
tv fo Saturday’s opening *®"J a P 
fr Formula One race on a 

H °Se d an R Harris pushed his 
Yamaha to a IM.12mphlnP to 

ssss 

a I 05 . 02 mph lap, was the fastest 
125cc rider. 


, A 
R*- 


Quany {Hamm), D 

Sharp (BtecMwamj. B Thomas 

ww R * *" “* * ' 

Urmia (B .... 

man (Perorbonajgpl 

Hxjrgftl Reawve: C Court 

adriaan rwlen memorial iaaf grand 

ChrcttrfKen) i:dSSi, 3 HSBpaW(SA) 
10 . 000 m: 1 H GuBreaiaas® Oh) 2 B 3 C .77 
J; a H Jfer Oh) 272937 : 3 G Tto- 


to (EfflJ 27S2&2 Trtptojurgc 1 D Kafxstti (Rus) 

man; 3 KHamsm (US> TOS; 3 A Owusaj (C3h« 

J7M Shot: 1 OS Buder fte) 2Q7tm, 2 R 
WnttUifc (Utf) 5030; 3 M Halvan (Hnl 2027 
woman: 800m: 1 H BenheeS flter) a00C7; 2 
H Meteaner fGert 2U3Q24; 3 L Vnesdat&rti) 
2;tXW5 Discus: 1 M Qraai (Bom) 65B2m; 2 A 
Ifrtrnirfrii (Go 6*70; 3 B FaunUna (NZl 64& 
1 S D^.(US)A3Qrca.tO?- 
gorteua (Tbs) 420; 3 D Kupmr** (GaO 420 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: OevetetW 2 DetootfO. 
Tfcjma Bay 4 Tams 1 ; Boston 9 Tcerxito a Baf- 
tmorrj tjSuiUOo 91 New vbrfc Yanto^_5 CNca- 

S WMb 9* 4 (10 kmmgai: Anahe*n fi Kansas 
f 3; Oakland 8 SAmestoa 5 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Pittsburgh 4 NwrMx* 

3; PWadEi^ 6 Momrf K CheMS Q2s 

« Honda 2TS6rta 5 MhmJw> a Arizona 6 
Colorado San Bogo 3 Si U«8 2: San Fran- 
cesco 16 OncrtnUi a 

Basketball 

WOMEN'S WORLD CHAMPtOttSfrflP (Bonn) 
Second round: Group E Chi na 94 Japa t 93; 
Utfw* 66 SpaJn63;_U ndBd Ste «» 96 ffcaaa 
60 Group ft Stowta 80 Germs* S<; QjOa 96 
Hungary 89. Ausaafe 78 Brad 76 

Boxing 

Zirrtoabwe!BAnbreo2fr^^ 
his coTimonwBaHh flywJdbf title n 
~ pw yesterday, stopping Scot- 
, Kami Knox in the eighth round. 

Cricket 

Stown Brawn, DuftemS bfFarm^ce 
bowler, is to have a knee operation, 
which w» rote him out for theseasoa 
The B-ysaHjld pace bowler Jamie 
Grove is hdudaaln the E6soc squad 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

INTERNATIONAL MATCHES 


sonnel we can get- 1 think we can 
be successful straight away." 

Richardson's partner in the 
venture is Kath Hetherington. 
who with her husband. Gaiy. 
founded the Sheffield Eagles 14 
years ago. 

"Gateshead is a far more vi- 
able proposition than Sheffield," 
she said "I think that Shane and 
I can really put Gateshead on 
the map. 

“We are looking for invest- 
ment from the North-east and 


foe what would be hisdetxrtto today’s 
County Championship match agtensa 
Nottinghamshire at Bfcxtl 
Sri Lanka have recafed the batsmen 
Hashan Tfakaratne and Kunara Dhar- 
ma&raia tor the second Test against 
New Zealand, which starts in Gate to- 
day. New Zealand wB be without the 
injured Simon Doul who is Beaty to be 
replaced by Shane O’Connor. 

The Scottish Sports Councfl has 
awarded the Scottish Cricket Union 
E39jS10 from the Lottery Sports Fund 
to assst the hosting of the European 
one-day championdips in July aooo. 
The Tasmania opening batsman 
fcfehad Q Varutowfl captain the Aus- 
trafla A squad which (ours Scotland 
and Ireland this Bunmer. 

AUSmALlA A SQUAD (tow to SootMnd «nd 
Ireland); MJK Varuto (cspft M L Haydwi 
(WWH»P1). A J BthH. R J Campbell. A C Ma 
J N Gttupto DFHhHE rtasey B P 
Ian D R Itertyn. O R Mar. A Symonds. B E 
’ftwig. Coach: A R Batter. 

AON TROPHY: Mncktay: Lefceatei v W6i- 
wchshm (UaSch atandonod Decauae or rate). 

EHami: ’Itrkdwo v Lancashire (March ebon- 
Honed, tain}. 

MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP: TWt 
Cnashre v Oxfontshire (no ptejs min) Natlwr. 
SakC Curttertana v BudkteohonstiM (nopbv. 
rain). BwMHd HBfc NoHtMiOatend v Hen- 
tontenro (no pay. mkQ. 

Cycling 

Italy ^ Manx: Pantani took over as Giro 
rfttaSa leader yesterday, after finishing 
second to his co mp at rio t Giuseppe 
Guerini n a tough mountainous stage 
&i \6f GanSsna. The overnight leader. 

AtexZuteofSwtaBrtandfoishedrrvxe 
four and a half minuteE after Pan- 
tart Italy's Mario CSpoSni, the winner 
of four stages, quit yesterday suffer- 
ing from gastro-enterftis. 

GIRO DHTAUA t7tti Mag* t^TIt^fconiAal- 
ogo to Sdva rff >W 1 E Guert* |U) 

Te;rn Pc* 6hr ’Kmln saooc; 2 M Pant« (M >A»- 

csknaLtosame am«3C Garmtea (Col) 
4aim«ih4PT2ri»/ad} tear sw» arse 
S 0 Cawiand (SwW MapO +z«; 6 N MnaS 
(IQ Run Sort-. +W£70 Da PHD* (Itj Ite 
uary+A25: 8 8 Sarzsf M uaaaanBUno 
*43l\ 9 A Site (Swi) Fwite; 10 D Ctevoo 
(So) Vtekao Searos s/t Oven* eaidtegs: 
T femarf aOfTSnh 2wc; 2 fonhw +M«c 
3 GuerH +31; 4 Zute +1 Jt; 6 Camanzhd 
+4;i3:BN Wed « feo BcoW+7:*; 7R For- 


also to get people from the 
North-east involved. I don’t 
believe that there aren't the 
players available and between 
us. Shane and 1 know as much 
as anyone about recruiting 
players." 

Richard conceded that, de- 
spite a healthy turnout of the re- 
gion's media, column inches 
might be at a premium, this 
week of all weeks. 

“1 know that Paul Gascoigne 
not being in the England squad 


con (U Mwcatone Uno +ftQ2; 8 Ctevoo 
+M&T9 S GomJter (UW Carrtta Tbto •*■936; 
10 W Bed (HJ Festina +022 

Football 

Partick Thistte have appointed the 
Queen of the South mtemetder Tom- 
my Bryce as then- new pteyewnanaQBc 
Sammy Johnston is hrs assistant 
white res coach w9 be another former 
Thistle player. Wtte Jamieson 
Rangers are ptonfog a pre-season 
totr to Norway with fixtures against 
Molds on 28 June, Asane on 30 Juno 
and Vt>ss on a July. 

The FbotbaB Assodatton have agreed 
to Manchester Unite rfa request to 
bring forward the kldk-oH of the Char- 
ity shield, so they havB more Bme to 
prepare tor their Champions’ League 

gualfler three days tetec Urited wl new 

face Arsenal at tOOpm on Sunday, 9 
August, four hours earter than usuaL 
The Scottish ToofoaiJ Assodatton wffl 
move from their Park Garden head- 
quarters in Glasgow to offices within 
the new Hampden Park next winter. 
The striker Don Goodman Is leaving 
Wolves tor the Japanese club, San- 
freece Hirosh i ma 

Stan Tament is the new Barniey 
manager and Sam EBs wfl be his as- 
sistant. BBs had been Tarrant's No 2 
at Buy. 

The former Celtic and Republic of Ire- 
tand goetaeper Rat Barrier has joined 
Rearing as assistant manager. 
INTERNATIONAL FRI ENDUES (Gothetv 
burg): Sweden 1 fK Anderseon 90) ttoty 0: 
Merma): Austria 6 {Potatsr s, SO, Kuhbsuer 
ZT, SiOger BR 7S Haas SO UecWenMein a 
FWENDUf ( D ai onb renn. Gar); VB SAJttgart 
0 South Afnea 5. 

UONDATSLATe RESULTS: I 


means everything here at the 
moment, but we are going to 
bring some new heroes to the 
North-east," he said. 

The millionaire record pro- 
ducer Pete Waterman has 
joined the board at Salford. Wa- 
terman who launched the pop 
careers of Kylie Minoguc and 
Jason Donovan among others, 
is a friend of the dub's chair- 
man. John Wilkinson, and said 
that he had been looking to get 
involved for some time. 


also lost the final match of the day In 
blustery 25-knot w rids to Britain's up 
and coming Andy Green as New 
Zaafandb Gfiwln Brady took a 60 lead 
Belgium, Scandinavia, Spain, and the 
Netherlands with two teams. «fl con- 
test the Commodores' Ctp against two 
teams each from England and Scot- 
land oil Cowes to Jiiy. 

Speedway 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Sto League: 
Wotwrfrunplon 55 SwkKten 35. Premier 
Loagua: Exensr 80 Newport 30, flasdng S3 
BenricH 37. Prenier Laagoa Cup: late d Wkyi 
54 Arena Essex 3ft 

Table tennis 

Richmond^ Matthew Syed ha 3 re- 
tatoed hte place al the top of the Eng- 
land men's rankings Bst Carl Prean «s 
to second placev wifii Alex l%ny to third. 

Tennis 

Steffi GraC who has played only two 
tour nam ents to the past year because 
jutoftheWTArar*- 
r the first time since 
share to play three 
tournaments to hoW a ranking. 

Boris Becker has had to pud out of a 
series of exhibition matches after 
fating i with a stomach bug. He wiB 
not now play Greg Rusedski at Sur- 
biton on Friday. 

FRENCH OPEN (Staxfe Roland Garres. 

stnatefi Qiarttrtlmls: F 

i) be T Muster (Aut) 5-t 6-2 
(Sp) bt M WOS [6ite) 6-1 


Pwxa) Man's strides 
MANTILLA (Sb) MT M 


EAPOFfT 
M;A 


hown): Netherlands 5 (Owjnrwm 
j ft ih g nm, Rjde Boer 57. rtasete 


K 

ea 


4-86-3; C 
2-66-2 6-4. 

tOinta-finate:MI«iGe 

j (US) 6-3 6-4; L DAW- 
I bf I MAJOLI (Croa) 8-1 S-7 
[VICARK} (Sp) bf P Sdmy- 
dor (Swrt) &-2 6-7 6-0; M SELES (US1 ttt J 
NOVOTNA (Ci Rap) 4-fi 6-3 6^L 

Seeds in capitate 


1 [Camoas g; (KMaantaMtem): 
EfflO Buterta4 (flev 25 54, ScMter 
aadnov 8‘4 


fat atWr, VaKeoa) 

Spain v Northern lretan d <8AS)~ 

(S&Saitfnaro smbm. Sanbnde/) 

Cricket 

BRITANNIC ASSURANCE COUNTY 

ssKsss'ssa®-; 

r^nuoastetsHre; Hford: Essex v Notting- 
nametwo; Southampton: Hampshirfl v 
Xr«Wi: Tanbrtd^ete Kent v Sus- 
sex; Lord's: Mddtefisx v Durham; 
Northampton: Northamptonshire v Lan- 
castue reiB; TSunWn: Somenw v War- 
sneksrive; TTie 0 v»t Sinoy v wfarcestM^® 
pa^;}tee«nglsy:W<sh«avU«sfflretTC 
SECOND XI CKAMWONSHTP JRrtt day 
otthrM, if^: AbUjia mmr. Gtm /sn 
v purflam; Brktot: Gtouce aia r s h li e v HW- 
desn; Trent Bridge: NotttngharraKre v 


Hampshire; Worcester. Wofceawshte v 
Somerset 

Rugby League 

FIRST DfVtSION: Dewsbury v WNieharen 
(745; Hunsiat v Keighley (ESQ); Swtntnn v 
RodidalB t73Cj; Wbkefleld v Htfl Ktogsttxi 
Fksrera (730); Widnes v Leigh (730) 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: South-We® Districts v ke- 
hnd {2.Bpm BST) far George. SAJ. 

Speedway 

HJTE LEAGUE: Kintfsl^m v Ipflwch (7A9; 

Poole v Bale Vue [730L 

PREWST LEAGUE CUP: Hul v Sheffield 

Pas- 

Other sports 

TENNIS: siney Grass Ccul Cnampi- 
OnsHps (Surhnon). 


og & Kostadnov 
Golf 

AMATHMCHlUIPfONEM'IPLeedteBssBamf 
gm^lhg icind umc (kAne ondlUiMt 

‘ 1 72 67. 1*5 O Dwld (F0 68 
3Etobrtfrj72» triTkn- 
: Geraite (16)73 75148 
1 73 75. 148 C Edwards 
lKap«(US)N78;MMano 
153 W Thames (US) 78 77, Wteytor 
(US) 73 80 1B5G Uwon (Auctiterantef) 80 76 
te7KL»«rteiflD77: tfit KWBiKhoteRark} 
80 81 183 R Com (US) BO aa 

Rugby League 

Craig Mudock is set to maks Ns Hid 

dstx/t! ' 
on Friday after 
move from VMgan to 

Rugby Union 

The Greystonas prop ! 

at has been forced out c#l _ 

of South Africa with a cracfcsd wsrte- 
braDesClohessyilheyoungBrbiolh- 

er of Prter who fe afcaajy on tour, wa 
taka hte place. 

Sailing 

Chris Law opened his defence of the 
third Hoys tymtogton 0^3 with four 
wins butthe45-year-oW workHarted 
No 5 than want down to the iS-yaar- 
okf, 107th ranked, James Spwvi He 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

78 

The age of Gottfried 
Dienst when he died in 
Basle, Switzerland, on 
Monday. Dienst was the 
referee of the 1966 Wold 
Cup final at Wembley, 
when he ipset Germany 
by refusing to rule out 
Geoff Hurste controversial 
second goal which gave 
England, who went on to 
win 4-2, the lead h extra- 
time. 


Injury rules 
Dawson out 
of first Test 


Rugby Union 


By Andrew B&ldock 

m Brisbane 


CLIVE WOODWARD has 
backed his words with deeds in 
ruling the England captain. 
Matt Dawson, out of Saturday’ s 
first Tfest against Australia. 

Dawson has been forced to 
pull out after sustaining a liga- 
ment strain and although almost 
fit, the coach has decided not to 
gamble and play the Northamp- 
ton scrum-half. Tony Diprose, 
the Saracens No 8. takes over the 
captaincy, with London Irish's 
Peter Richards favourite to fill 
the scrum-half role. 

It is the first blow to Wood- 
ward, who arrived here without 
the services of numerous British 
Lions, notably key forwards in 
Lawrence Dallaglio and Martin 
Johnson, Both players contin- 
ued to turn out for their clubs 
last month knowing they were 
nowhere near foil fitness, a 
move which has not pleased 
Woodward and led to a 
selection policy based solely 
on form and fitness. 

It was a stance underlined 
yesterday following the with- 
drawal of Dawson, handed the 
captain's role for the tour of 
Australia. New Zealand and 
South Africa due to DalJaglio's 
persistent shoulder problem. 

The Whsps captain has stayed 
at home to regain full fitness 
from the injury, which could de- 
velop into a chronic condition 
unless treated correctly. How- 
ever, Woodward will not be di- 
verted from his selection policy. 


He said; “Wc cannot have 
the situation again whereby 
people play for their clubs while 
carrying injuries. 1 cannot un- 
derstand why they do lhai. They 
shouldn’t play if they are not fit. 

"So 1 am only going to select 
fit players. Take Lawrence [Dal- 
laglio j, for example. He is not 
the England captain and not in 
the England team, but I know 
he will take it in a positive way." 

Gloucester's Scott Benton 
will be the fifth new cap taking 
the field on Saturday, joined by 
the Richmond wing Spencer 
Brown, Saracens pair Sieve 
Ravenscroft and Ben Stum- 
ham plus the Sale flanker Pat 
Sanderson. Alex King, of 
Wasps, and Dominic Chapman, 
of Richmond, have been added 
to the 22-man squad for the 
Test. 

Meanwhile, alt was not welt 
inside their opponents' camp, 
with the veteran hooker Phil 
Kearns yesterday expressing 
disappointment with Australia’s 
preparation for the first Test. 
Hie Wallabies struggled in a foil 
session at their Caloundra train- 
ing camp. 

“We are running like a team 
that hasn’t had a run together 
in a long time,’' Kearns said. 
“There are teething problems 
and we are not expecting every- 
thing to be perfect on Saturday, 
it’s just not going to work out 
that way." 

The coach. Rod Macqucen. 
said: “There's a lot of commu- 
nications problems wc are sort- 
ing out. Whilst the guys are 
football fit they have to fit in 
together as a team." 


Scots travel a Country mile 


New South Wfcles Country XV Q 
Scotland 34 

SCOTLAND secured the win 
they wanted over the New 
South Wales Country XV be- 
fore the tourists' match against 
the states Super 12 side in 
Sydney on Saturday. However, 
the Scots had to work hard for 
their victory against a deter- 
mined Country side. 

Of greater concern for Scot- 
land was that for a second con- 
secutive game their points flow 
dried up in the later stages of 
the game. However, the tourists 
brought some of the disruption 
on themselves by making six 
substitutions in the last quarter. 

“I was disappointed that we 
faded late in the game, but we 
wanted to get as many subs on 
to the park as possible,"the 
captain, Rob Wainwrigbi, said. 


Scotland responded to 
Nathan Friis' early try when 
Graeme Bums exploited an un- 
guarded blindside to run in un- 
opposed. The Scots went further 
ahead through Rowcn Shepherd 
and Gregor Townsend. Derrick 
lee converting both scores to 
give Scotland a lead of 19-3. 

A penally hy Lee after the 
break stretched the lead for the 
Scots, who then went further 
ahead thanks to Gordon 
Mclhvham. But they had to wait 
a further 2(1 minutes before reg- 
istering more points, via a penal- 
ty try which Lee improved. 

NSW Ccxonry XV: Trtea: Hndtev 2 Penaltka: 
Fns. Scotland: Tttoa: Burro. McBwham. SHjp- 
Uerd bwnsena penalty Penally; Lee Con- 
versions: Leo a 

NSW Country XV: Wtare. Meectom, ftis, Con- 
don Job. Haran® Merrx*; Notan Franhln Pet- 
ty Qunrv Fowl Hitttey Whittle 
Scotland. Lee. Gdroti. C Muiay. She**ierd fOf- 
beer TO), Longsull. Tcwunsend. Burro iFuriev 
731; M cKerae Stewart (WMn 7t%. 

S Murray (Mwcallo. 66t Wajnwrtghu 

Simpson (Reid. 66) Roxburgh 
Referee: L Bray (Austraflai 


Sometimes its 

EASIER TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU DONTLIKE. 



When you have a problem, ir’s the 
most natural thing in die world to want to 
talk it through with someone. But who? 

That’s where The Samaritans come in. 
We’re discreet, sympathetic and completely 
unshockable. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, 
or you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org 

The Samaritans 
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Brazil reel as 
Romario is 
forced out 


Football 


By Rupert Metcalf 

ROMARIO yesterday became 
the latest high-profile performer 
to find that. like Paul Gas- 
coigne, he will be watching the 
World Cup from the sidelines, 
and not participating on the 
pitch in the planet’s biggest 
sporting occasion. 

Brazil’s coach, Mario Za- 
gallo, excluded Romario from 
his World Cup squad yesterday 
- and the temperamental strik- 
er who did so much to help his 
country win the tournament in 
1994 broke down and wept as 
he faced the Brazilian media. 

The Flarnengo forward’s 
place was taken by the defen- 
sive midfielder Emerson Fer- 
reira of Bayer Leverkusen in a 
move that caused widespread 
amazement back home. 

Romario was Brazil's hero at 
USA 94. when he scored five 
goals, and he had dreamt that 
his partnership with Ronaldo 
would help him achieve a repeat 
performance in France. In- 
stead. a nagging calf muscle in- 
jury has forced the 32-year-old 
out of what would surely have 
been his last World Cup. 

Romario, who on Sunday 
had said he would be fit to face 
Scotland in the opening match 
of the finals a week, today. 


broke down twice during his 
press conference as he de- 
scribed how upset he was. 

“This is very sad for me, a big 
disappointment," he said. 'This 
is a very difficult moment in my 
life. From now on, I will start to 
give value to other things." he 
said, before burying his face in 
his hands. 

“I just want to thank the na- 
tional team for having given me 
the chance to become what I 
am." At that point, Romario 
broke down for a third time and 
was led away to a standing ova- 
tion from the press. 

Prior to Romano’s emo- 
tional farewell, the team doctor, 
Lidio Toledo, had explained 
that a scan taken on Monday 
had shown that Romario still 
had an injury to his right calf 
muscle. “This type of injury can 
take 10 or 15 days or even a 
month to get better," he said. 

Zagallo said Romario had 
been given longer to prove his 
fitness than other players would 
have been. ‘This was a special 
case because of his status and 
his importance to the team," the 
coach said “We waited until the 
last possible moment We gave 
him our full backing. did the 

best we could 

“It wasn't us who dropped 
Romario. It was the scan,” the 
veteran coach added “This is 
sad, it is part of life, it is part of 


FA back museum’s bid to buy 
Moore’s World Cup medal 


THE Football Association and 
the National Football Museum 
said yesterday they would team 
up in a bid to keep former Eng- 
land captain Bobby Moore’s 
World Cup winners’ medal 
from falling into foreign hands. 

Moore's first wife, Tina, who 
lives in the United States, has 
put the medal from England’s 
1966 World Cup victory and 
other memorabilia up for sale 
and there are fears the trophies 
could end up overseas. 

Most of the money for the 
bid expected to be more than 
£2m, would come from the Na- 
tional Lottery. Robert Pratten, 
curator of the museum which 
plans to open next year, con- 
firmed they bad submitted an 


application to the Lottery fund 
to buy the collection. 

An FA spokesman said yes- 
terday: “As a museum their 
case is strong and we have of- 
fered our support We also be- 
lieve there may be a company 
or individual who would want 
to be associated with procuring 
the collection.’’ 

The FA has been examining 
ways of ensuring the trophies 
stayed in England and said it 
would be delighted if West 
Ham United, Moore's former 
club, succeeded in an applica- 
tion they have already lodged 
with the Lottery fund. 

“The FA has one priority, to 
keep the collection in Eng- 
land," the spokesman said. 
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ACROSS 

I Real tennis, perhaps, le- 
gitimate object for 
ridicule (4,4) 

5 An apartment has noth- 
ing in it that is free of 
debt (6) 

9 Self-banking aircraft of 
earlier times (8) 

10 Clergyman who puts val- 
ue on copper (6) 

II Twin, all-pearl setting (8) 

12 Spring in Brussels? (6) 

14 Subtly eclipse bit of ref- 
erendum (10) 

18 Accusative case, his, in 
court (10) 

22 German relative chang- 
ing coins around univer- 
sity (6) 

23 Newsround popular? (S) 



24 China has half-day clos- 
ing (6) 

25 Out of date thing is 
around no longer (8) 

26 High Street bank? (6) 

27 Urgent request for time 

(8) 

DOWN 

1 Little fellowwith 

paper-round is chilled (6) 

2 Confine by rote, say? (6) 

3 Grey-headed, sliver leg 
variety of geese (6) 

4 Sensational overall sum 
paid out (10) 

6 Dowdy hag, say, taking in 
seat? ($) 

7 Job, say, for speaker at 
No. 10(8) 

5 Setting for important 
events in Mayfair and 


Whitehall (8) 

13 Discharge of tar com- 
pound (10) 

15 No broad-spectrum rem- 
edy, this (8) 

16 Poisoning from bangers, 
mainly, but limos can 
produce it (8) 

17. Challenge of French hus- 
band-to-be (8) 

19 Approaching resort of 
SLMalo (6) 

20 Blood tax? (6) 

21 Part of meal taken from 
chosen trees (6) 
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our reality. You have to make 
decisions and we have made 
one." 

Zagallo said that Emerson 
was chosen because he already 
had five other players capable 
of playing in attack - even 
though there are now only 
three recognised strikers in his 
squad. Bebeto or Edmundo 
are likely to partner Ronaldo up 
front against Scotland but, as 
the coach pointed out, the mid- 
fielders Rivaldo and Denilson 
are both capable of moving 
into attack. 

“We are short of players 
who can play in front of the de- 
fence," Zagallo added after a 
training session in Ozoir-la- 
FerriSre, France. “We have 
made the right decision. I was 
not going to pick another big- 
name player just to make peo- 
ple happy. I don't like making 
other people happy. I like to 
make myself happy. Romario 
has gone - but in 1962 we lost 
Feld and we still won." 

Ronaldo, whom Romario 
would have partnered in attack, 
had the lak word. “We had 
plans for this World Cup - but 
now they won’t happen,” the In- 
tern azion ale striker said. 

As well as the Scots, Brazil 
must lace Norway in the first 
round in France. The Norwe- 
gian coach, Egil Olsen, was 
yesterday reported as saying that 
the world champions might be 
knocked out in the group stage 
— and he added that England are 
a “sorry sight". 

In a friendly in Oslo a year 
ago, Olsen's team beat Brazil 
4-2. “Both Scotland and Mo- 
rocco [the other team in the 
group] could in a lucky moment 
take a point from Brazil,” he 
told a Norwegian newspaper. 
“It's not unthinkable that Brazil 
could be knocked out in (he first 
round, even though I don’t 
think that will happen ” 

Olsen visited Casablanca at 
the weekend and saw Morocco 
draw 2-2 with France and Eng- 
land draw 0-0 with Belgium in 
the King Hassan Cup. He said 
Morocco and France were good 
teams and Belgium moderate- 
ly good. “But England were a 
sorry sight and dearly the least 
aggressive in attack,” he added. 

Ken Jones on England’s 
1996 triumph, page 28 
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By Catherine RJfey 


Romario in France yest e rday, after being left out of Brazil’s World Cup squad due to a calf injury Photograph: Reuters. 

Venables: T would have picked Gascoigne’ 


By BIU Pierce 

TERRY VENABLES, the for- 
mer England manager, said yes- 
terday that he would have picked 
Paul Gascoigne for the World 
Cup. “If we are talking about a 
derision based purely on Gazza’s 
fitness then I would have taken 
him in a squad of 22,” he said, 
commenting on Glerm Hoddle’s 
decision to discard the 31-year- 
old midfielder from his squad. 

“We are told he was 65-70 
per cent fit, although I believe 
he was more than that," said 


Venables. “Obviously he hasn't 
done himself any favours,” be 
added, partly in reference to the 
fact that Gascoigne yesterday 
admitted in a national newspa- 
per that he was drunk just a few 
hours before Hoddle told him 
in La Manga at the weekend 
that he was out of the squad. 

“But it is not as though you 
have got to pick a squad of just 
12 at this stage," added Ven- 
ables. “We are talking about 22 
for a competition that lasts sev- 
en weeks. I would have taken 
him, watched his progress and 


been prepared to put him on the 
bench or even in the team de- 
pending on how he developed. 

“Maybe it would not have 
mattered if he bad not played 
at all in any of the first round 
matches. But there would stiQ 
have been time to get something 
out of him. The further you go 
in a big tournament like the 
World Cup or Euro 96 the 
more you need players who can 
make a difference in a match. 

Venables, who signed Gas- 
coigne for f?. 2m for Tottenham 
from Newcastle in 1990 and 


made him an automatic selec- 
tion for Euro padded: T be- 
lieve Gazza was still our best 
player when we qualified for the 
Wtfid Cup against Italy bade in 
October. I know Gazza had not 
had a drink until that party for 
11 days. These boys work hard 
and have to have a release now 
and then. But in the end the 
manager or coach of the team 
makes his decision on what he 
thinks is best for everybody 
and Glenn has made his.” 

World Cup security 
conference, page II 


CHEISEA are set to double 
their spendingin the. space of. s 
a week by signing Marcel De- . 
sailly for £5m from Milan, fd- ■ ' 
lowing last week’s capture of ” 
Pierluigi Caaiaghi for £5.4m. 

Desi%,aauiedin Price’s : 

World Cup sq^.yesterdas^ 
believed to have bectr offered 

a four-year, contract worth 

arouhd £40,1360 aweek. 

. Lionel Pfcie2^ meanwhile, is . 
todoubfetbenmuberoffonner 
SunderiandgoalkBepers at New- 
castle byrnoviogona free trans- 
fer on 1 Ju|y. Ferezwffl join Shay 
Given, who bad a successful loan " 
periodonWsarsktewhenhewas 
at Blackburn. 

- The Frenchman’s departure - / 
leaves Peter Reid, the &uider- 
land manager, needing -to 
strengthen his squad. He may 
notbavefar .tolodL.faoM»ex l as.- r '.' 
he is believed to be interested in 
taking Simcek from Newczstle. ; ■ 

Rangers have denied they 
are txymg to tempt Alan Shear- 
er into a move to Giasgpw.ad- ■ 

. mitting they have no chance of 
signing him: Newcastle haws' 
consistently stated that Shear- 
er is not for sale. anrfRangprs’ 
vice-chairman, DonaMJSncflay, 
said airy move for the England 
captain would not be practical. 

Also keeping a firm grip an 
their players are Liverpool who 
yesterdaysaid Kariheinz Riedle 
and Patrik Berger are not about 
to be sold to Paris St-Germam 
and Benfica respectively. J&. 

Tottenham were also in de- 
nial yesterday, saying they had 
not ofieredltalian side Empoli 
£5m for their striker Carmine 
Esposito, despite a statement to 
the contrary on ClubcalL - 
* Bolton's Alan Thompson 
looks to have to make a choice 
between Leeds and Aston Wla 
if both dubs make the same of- 
fer. Villa are looking for a com- 
promise between their valuation 
of £3.Sm and the asking price of 
£5m, while Leeds say Bolton will 
tetthem match any offer and they 
could be favourites as the 24- 
year-old midfielder is believed to 
want to stay in the north. 

Organisers of a pre-season 
friendly tournament in the 
Netherlands have withdrawn.. t 
N ottingham Forest’s invitation 
because of fears of unwanted 
publicity as one of the other 
teams involved is AnderiechL 

Forest are taking the Belgium 
dub to court in a bid to claim 
compensation over allegations 
they bribed the referee of their 
1984 Uefa Cup semi-final. 


Back problem forces 
Woods to pull out 


By Andy Farrell 

TIGER WOODS, who has had 
a history of back problems, is 
undergoing a course of physio- 
therapy in an attempt to ensure 
his participation in the US 
Open in a fortnight’s time. 
Woods pulled out of this week's 
Kemper Open in order to fly to 
Las Vegas foe treatment to his 
back from his physiotherapist, 
Keith Kleven. 

Last year’s Masters cham- 
pion, who had not previously 
missed an event due to injury in 
bis 21-month professional career, 
had been planning to make his 
last appearance the week before 
the year’s second major at the 
Olympic dub in San Francisco 
from 18-21 June. 

Wbods, 22, recently under- 
went an MR1 (magnetic reso- 
nance imaging) scan after 
suffering from bade problems 
since childhood He felt his back 
stiffen up on the flight on Sun- 
day to Orlamk) from Columbus, 
where Ik had been playing in the 
Memorial Tournament, and it 
worsened when he went to prac- 
tise on Monday morning, 

Ben Bundled, the tourna- 
ment chairman of the Kemper 
Open, was called personally by 
Woocfe that afternoon, when he 
derided to pull out of the evenL 

“This is a precautionary 
measure to ensure that Tiger is 
ready and able to play in the US 
Open,” Bev Norwood, a 
spokesman for Woods' agents, 
the International Management 


Group, said. “This physical 
therapist advised him that with 
the US Open coining up he 
could aggravate the condition by 
playing this week." The pro- 
gramme consists of beat and ice, 
stretching and back stabilisation. 

IMG, meanwhile, denied the 
condition was a threat to Woods’ 
career. “It is not threatening his 
ability to play golf,” Norwood 
said. “But it is a problem that 
Tiger has to be aware of and get 
treatment for periodically. 

“Tiger has had bade pains on 
and off and his parents have al- 
ways assumed they were grow- 
ing pains. But the therapist he 
has been working with for six 
months said there were some ir- 
regularities in his lower back. 
His condition, however, is not 
as severe as it is for other play- 
ers, like Fred Couples." 

Couples has had to limit his 
schedule and reduce the amount 
of overseas (zips in recent years, 
but collected his second victory 
of the year at the Memorial Tbur- 
nament on Sunday. Woods, who 
won for the first time in the 
States thsyearat the Bell South 
Cl a ssic a month ago, slipped to 
his worst result of the season as 
he finished 51st, 17 strokes be- 
hind Couples. 

Back problems are nothing 
new to top-class golfers and 
Seve Ballesteros, Ian Woos- 
nam, Bernhard Langer and 
Davis Love are fellow sufferers. 
The strain on Woods’ back is 
considerable as it is his huge 
shoulder turn and high hip 
Speed which generate the pow- 
er for his big hitting. 


In common with Ballesteros 
and Greg Norman, Woods 
started practising his violent ac- 
tion at a very young age. Al- 
though Norman continued to 
compete at the highest level un- 
til recently because - unlike 
Ballesteros - he remodelled 
his swing, the 43-year-old Aus- 
tralian is currently out of the 
game for seven months follow- 
ing shoulder surgery. 

Perhaps Woods will have to 
rein in his swing sooner than he 
thought. But he is fortunate that 
his coach. Butch Hanson, is the 
man who successfully brought 
off a similar tridr with Norman. 

Norman has already raised 
concerns about Woods' long- 
term fitness. “Tiger has a sus- 
pect back even now at 22,” 
Norman said prior to the Mas- 
ters. “The wear and tear he does 
hitting balls every day is not go- 
ing to make it any better and 
that will niggle away at him." 

Olympic is a course Wbods 
knows well as he played it marry 
times as a student However, the 
more strategic gameplan need- 
ed for a US Open challenge 
seemed to elude Woods a year 
ago at Congressional, where he 
finished 19th. Power is less of an 
advantage over accuracy, espe- 
cially as the rough at OlympiE 
promises to be some of the 
thickest ever seen at a US Open, 
due to the H Nino storms which 
battered the west coast of Amer- 
ica earlier in the year. 

• The Open will return to the 
links course of Muirfield in 
2002. It will be the 15th Open 
hosted by the Scottish course. 
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an Iraq; Shell's role in the pollution of the Ogonibnd region of Nigeria; 
arms sales (o dictators - Just some of die issues the New Internationalist 
magazine has taken a stand on over the last 25 yean. But the NI is more 
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